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Family Frolic 


























Amelia Ahlen helped a jubilant Maria Cardeno on the sledding hill 
during Saturday’s free Family Day along the shores of Onota Lake. 
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Beth Wallace certified the results from the “horse- 
chnac nn ire” cantest 
















Carnival starts with 
buttons, family day 


A little more snow, a few more volunteers and a lot more 


button sales top organizers’ wishlist as the 57th annual Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival kicks off this weekend. 


The program begins Sunday with the launch of the winter carnival 
queen competition, during which 16 contestants will sell 50-cent 
buttons to fund the other community events. ei 

The carnival’s showcase event -> the free Family Day at Burbank 
Park —— takes place Saturday, January 19. 

We're hoping for a little more snow,” said Dave Melle, chairman 
af this year’s all-volunteer comunittee. “The ice [on Onota Lake] seems | 
ine for family day, but we could use more snow.” 

ae Day has been shifted from its traditional Sunday slot to 
“The reason we're t 


trying it is that Sunday isa t : 
morning for everybody y 1s a tough day in the 


, he said. “We’re-also Starting earlier at 10 so 
ES [Si See CARNIVAL page$ w- 
















Winter Carnival committee members Julie Salatino, Tina Melle 
and Pat Peaslee on Wednesday unpacked the fundraising but- 
tons that queen contestants will sel] beginning Sunday, 


Paula Pravia helped Kevin Pravia put on 
snowshoes for one of many children’s 
competitions. 











Diane Duvall worked on an angel snow sculpture that included 


the images of the Twin Towers. 
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Desiree Giardina, Caitlyn Tuggey and Briana Flynn worked on a “Snow Queen Castle” 
sculpture during Saturday’s Pittsfield Winter Carnival Family Day at Burbank Park. 





Hot chocolate and hot dogs inside the Controy Pavilion helped 
ease the chill between Family Day events. 








Winter carnival commences with button sale 


continued from page 1 


we can have the sled races, snow- 
shoes and other events at one time so 
everyone doesn’t have to wait ina 
big line.” 

Family Day’s lineup of activities 
includes sledding, skating and snow- 
shoe races; horseshoes on ice; kite 
flying; snow sculpturing; ice fishing; 
golf-on-ice; and horse-drawn sleigh 
rides. : 

Special activities for kids include 
balloons, face painting and magic. 
All events are free except for an ice- 
fishing derby that begins at dawn. 

While there’s no admission charge 
for family day or most carnival ac- 
tivities, the committee depends on 
the sales of the buttons to cover ex- 
penses. 

“L hope the public supports us in 
the button sales,” said Melle. “That 
money always goes for next year.” 

Sixteen high school seniors — the 
maximum permitted — will be sell- 
ing the buttons as part of the four- 
week queen contest. Tina Melle, who 
coordinates the queen program with 
Julie Salatino, said that each contes- 
tant must sell at least 1,500 buttons to 
qualify for consideration as queen. 

The queen will be crowned at a 
special coronation ball on Friday, 
February 15 at the Itam Lodge. The 
queen and a lady-in-waiting receive 
scholarships as does the top button 
seller. The contestants also select a 
“Miss Congeniality.” : 

“Tt’s a lot of fun,” said Tina Melle. 
“Tlike doing this for the community, 
meeting all these girls and getting 
them out there doing things for the 
community.” 

Melle said that the contestants de- 
velop a camaraderie and learn skills 
while helping a good cause. 

“The more buttons they sell, the 
more winter sports events there are 
for the community,” she said. 

In addition to family day, the but- 
ton sales help cover costs for: - 

* cross country ski races, open to 
all ages, to be held Sunday, January 
27 at Canterbury Farm in Becket (reg- 
istration starts at 9 a.m.) 

* the city ski meet for youngsters 
under age 13 on Saturday, February 
2, at Bousquet Ski Area (registration 
starts at 9 a.m.) : 

* toboggan races, open to all ages, 
for 2, 3 and 4 person teams on Sun- 
day, February 3 at Osceola Park or 
Clapp Park, depending on conditions 
(registration starts at 11 a.m.) 

A few events feature entry fees, 
including $7 for the coronation ball 
on February 15; $20 per vehicle for 
auto ice trials on Onota Lake on Feb- 





Tete eases, 


2002 Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen contestants include: (front) Kristin Rapkowicz, Heather Flynn, 
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Meghan Wills, Sarah Guttmann, Amelia Ahlen, Melissa McGuire, Melissa Adams and Stacy Green; 


(back) Elizabeth Martin, Nicole May, Lyndsay Paris, Chery! Gunn, 2001 Queen Ashley Rose, Sarah | 


Valenti, Erica Tuggey, Jamie Quadrozzi and Melissa Wojcik. 
Beginning Sunday, the contéstants will be selling carnival buttons for 50 cents each. The sales fund 
the carnival events including the January 19 Family Day. 


ruary 9 & 10; and the short track 
speed skating championships on 
Sunday, March 2 at Vietnam Veter- 
ans Skating Rink in North Adams. 
While the schedule is set, the com- 
mittee could use additional volun- 
teers to help at all events. The sched- 
ulehas been scaled back in part due 
' tothe need for additional manpower. 
“We do need more volunteers,” 
said longtime committee member 
Clark Nicholls. : 3 


| 


{ 


] 


Events require timers, spottersand 
people willing to help set up or take 
down equipment. Family Day is par- 
ticularly labor-dependent due to the 
number of activities. 

“We're always looking for volun- 
teers for family day or other events,” 
concurred Dave Melle. 

Anyone interested in helping may 
call’ Melle at 684-3050 or the parks 
department, under whose sponsor- 
ship the carnival takes place, at 499- 


9383. 


The organizers are confident that 
the various elements — weather, 


button sales and volunteers — will 
fall into place. 

“It’s an addiction, I guess,” said 
Nicholls. “Itcomes together.” “We're 
always watching the weather,” said 
Melle. “Every year it’s the same.” 

The committee’s web address is 
http://members.aol.com/ 
pwintercarnival 





. 
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Winterfest to be held tomorrow 

PITTSFIELD — Winterfest, a day of free activities and contests, will 
be held tomorrow from 11 to 3 at Springside House, Springside Park, 
874 North St. 

The event is sponsored by the Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum in coop- 
eration with the city of Pittsfield’s Parks Commission, the Department 
of Community Services/Parks and Recreation, and Pittsfield Beautiful 
Inc. ; : 

Highlights will include a snowball contest, cardboard sled contest for 
children and adults, a snow creations contest, cookie decorating, face 
painting and art, scavenger hunt, showshoeing (instruction and shoes 
available), cross-country skiing, animal tracks, tree identification and 
an open house at the greenhouse. Prizes will be awarded for the con- 
tests. 

Winterfest will be held rain or shine, although some of the events are 
dependent on the weather. Free refreshments will be available. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. Further information: 499-9343 or 445- 


5540. Wislor 
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Ninter Carnival Family Day is Saturday 

PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Winter Carnival Family Day will be 
held Saturday at the newly renovated Controy Pavilion at Onota Lake 
beginning at 10 a.m. 

Activities include sled, skating and snowshoe races, horseshoes on 
ice, kite flying, snow sculpturing, ice fishing and golf-on-ice competi- 
tions. Horse-drawn sleigh rides are provided throughout the afternoon 
to transport families from the parking area to the pavilion. There will _ 

_ be free helium balloons and refreshments for the children. Additional - 
, highlights include face painting and magician demonstrations. : ; 

Entry to all activities is free, except for the ice-fishing derby, Winter i 

Carnival Queen contestants will be on hand selling eae ttons. |” 





a er a ee 





f Sunday toboggan 
races postponed 


PITTSFIELD — Due to the lack 
of snow at the present time and in 
the immediate forecast, the Pitts- 
field Winter Sports Committee 
has postponed the toboggan races 
scheduled for Sunday at Osceola 
Park. If snow conditions improve 
in the coming weeks, the event 
will be rescheduled. 

The chairman of the toboggan 
races is Ron Przedpelski, who can ~ 
be reached at 443-1617. More in- 
formation is available from the 
Pittsfield Department of Commu- 
nity Services, Parks and Recrea- 
\\ tion, at 499-9343. j ue oJ 
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Area Sports 


Speed skating event to take place today 


The Pittsfield Short Track Speed Skating Championships will be 
held today at the Veterans Memorial Skating Rink in North Adams. 
Races will begin at 2 p.m. and admission is free to the public. : 

Classes will be set up according to age groups, the youngest being 
Pee Wees for skaters age 8 and under and masters starting at age 30 
and going up in 10-year classes. ° 

The event is being put on by the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating 
Club in conjunction with the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee of 
the Department of Community Services/Parks and Recreation, It is 
part of the 57th Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 


- * 





_ Learn-to-skate 
« program offered 


“\.." PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
_, Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
~‘ eonjunction with the Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation, will conduct its 
*~annual learn-to-skate program 
beginning Thursday, Dec. 26. 
The program will run from 
Thursday through Tuesday, Dec. 
26-31, from 11:45 to 12:45 at the 
Pittsfield Boys” and Girls’ Club 
rink on Melville Street. 
«. Skaters are required to wear 
“helmets and gloves; elbow and 
knee pads are also recommended. 
Skaters should dress warmly but 
avoid loose, baggy clothes and 
long scarves. Skates will be avail- 
able at no extra charge. No double 
runner skates are permitted and 
skaters must be at least 5 years of 
opeage. 
» Registration will be on Tues- 
days, Dec. 10 and 17, from 6 to 7 
’ yp.m. at the Pittsfield Boys’ and 
» © Girls’ Club rink, or register at the 
Pittsfield Park Commission office 
, at 874 North St. on weekdays 


«> between: 8:30 and 4. Cost pf the — 
; program is'$18. fh y > es 








Button artist 


\ St. Mark Middle School eighth grader Laura Clark on Wednesday 

| received the grand prize in the 2003 Pittsfield Winter Sports Commit- 
tee button design contest. : 

| Clark’s. star-inspired drawing of a happy child making an “angel” 

in the snow will appear on 25, 000 buttons. Sales of the button will 

| fund the carnival's activities. ae 

- Runners-upare Amy Chaves,;-grades K-2; Martine Tremblay, 3 

grades 3-5; Shannon Carey, grades 6-8; and James Allison, grades 

HC ah ree 

“During a brief ceremony Wednesday evening at Springside House, 

the finalists received framed depictions of their designs plus gift 
certificates. 


‘Local teens can enter 
carnival queen contest 


A few spaces remain for contestants in the 2003 winter carnvial queen 
contest. z 
The program, sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee, is 

_ chaired by Tina Melle and Julie Salatino. 

Applications are available at all city high schools and at Berkshire 
Community College. They are also available at the Springside House, 874 
North Street, Pittsfield, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The contest is open to all single girls ages 17 through 21 who have never 
been married and have no children, and who live, attend school or workin 
Pittsfield, or who live in the adjoining towns of Dalton, Hancock, Lanesboro, 
Lenox or Richmond. : 

Each contestant must sella minimum of 1,500 Winter Carnival buttons to 
be eligible for judging at the Queen's Coronation Ball “Tt February 





15 at the ITAM Lodge. D 
There is a limit of 16 contestants on a first-come basis. The deadline tor 
filing applications is Wednesday, December 6 at 4 p.m. Applicants are 
asked to hand-deliver their applications to the Springside House on week- 
days between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For more information please contact Melle at 499-5612 or Salatino at 442- 


4260. 
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Teens vie to be Pittsfield’s Winter Carniv: al queen 


PITTSFIELD — The 57th annu- 
al Winter Carnival Queen contest 
kicked off yesterday. The 16 con- 
testants will be selling carnival 
buttons throughout Berkshire 
County until Feb. 10; each con- 
testant is required to sell 1,500 
buttons. The contest will culmi- 
nate at the Winter Carnival Queen’s 
Ball on Friday, Feb. 15, at Itam 
Lodge, where the queen will be 
chosen. 

The sale of buttons supports 
Winter Carnival events. The first 
event, Family Day, on Saturday, 
will include snowshoe, sled and 
ice skating races, a snow sculp- 
ture contest, horseshoes, golfing 
on ice, an ice fishing derby, hay 
wagon rides, a kite-flying contest, 
free balloons and refreshments. It 
is free and open to the public; 
children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

For a schedule of all events, go 
to members.aol.com/pwintercar- 
nival. Questions about the carni- 
val can be addressed to the 
Department of Community Ser- 
vices, Parks and Recreation at 
499-9343. 

Carnival queen contestants in- 
clude: 

D Melissa Adams, 18, daughter 
of Albert and Colleen Adams of 
Pittsfield. A senior at Pittsfield 
High School, she is a member of 
the prom and Create A Dream 
committees, the Pep Club and the 
volleyball team. She teaches Bible 
study to children at summer camp 
and, during the holidays, visits 
the elderly. She also has taught 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine classes. A bowler for eight 
years, she has won trophies for 
outstanding bowling and for high- 
est average in her age group. 

Adams, a cancer survivor, has 
participated in Relay for Life for 
four years and plans to organize 
her own team this year. She works 
part time at Big Y supermarket 
and plans to attend Berkshire 
Community College to study 
nursing. She has participated in 
Winter Carnival events since the 
age of 4, when she attended her 
first ball. UNICO of Berkshire 
County is her sponsor. 

>) Amelia Ahlen, 17, daughter of 
Lesley M. Ahlen-Therrien of Pitts- 
field, is a senior at Taconic High 
School, where she is a cheer- 
leader. She is a member of the 
Christian Youth Center’s Service 
Society and Bantam Basketball 
League and All-Stars, and is a 
cheerleading coach there. She 
also is involved in peer mediation 
and is a member oi the Future 
Teachers of America club. 

Her interests also include snow- 
boarding, swimming, water ski- 
ing, crafts, cooking, hiking, child 
care, hair styling and tennis. 

») Heather Flynn, 17, daughter 
of Martin and Debra Flynn, is a 
senior at Taconic, where she is 
captain of the volleyball team and 
been a member of the student 
council and the prom and year- 
book committees. She is a mem- 
ber of the National Honor Society 
and has participated in the Chem- 
istry Olympiad. She also has vol- 
unteered at South Congregational 
Church’s soup kitchen and at 
Berkshire Medical Center. 


Flynn enjoys downhill skiing, 
ice skating, swimming and run- 
ning. She is a member of the coed 
volleyball league in Pittsfield and 
a former member of the Junior 
Tenpin Bowling League. She has 
worked at the Ken’s Bowl snack 
bar and at Lone Oak Campground 
in Connecticut as a camp coun- 
selor. She plans to study chemical 
engineering at Northeastern Uni- 
versity in the fall. 

» Stacy Green, 17, daughter of 
Michael and Barbara Green of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. A 
cheerleader for four years, she 
was selected to perform at the 
1999 Outback Bowl half-time show 
in Tampa, Fla. She is a member of 
the yearbook and prom commit- 
tees, the class council and the Pep 
Club, and is a peer resource coun- 
selor. 

Her artwork has been shown in 
a variety of art exhibits through- 
out Berkshire County. She coach- 
es the CYC St. Mary’s junior 
cheerleading squad, helping it 
take first place and receiving an 
Outstanding Coach Award. She is 
a cashier at Michael’s Craft Store 
and plans to attend college in the 
fall and major in fashion design. 


ae 


» Cheryl Gunn, 17, daughter of 
Clarence and Cheryl Gunn of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic. 
She has been on the varsity bas- 
ketball team for three years and 
on the varsity track and field team 
for one year. For three years, she 
has had leading roles in Shakes- 
pearean productions at the school. 
She volunteers at nursing homes, 
is involved in peer resource and 
mentoring at Taconic, is a mem- 
ber of the Youth Group Against 
Prejudice Team, and walks for 
diabetes and AIDS awareness. 

Gunn has worked at Hillcrest 
Commons as a dietary aide for two 
years. She plans to major in 
premed at Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts. 

>» Sarah Guttmann, 17, daugh- 
ter of Werner E. and Judith M. 
Guttmann, is a senior at Taconic. 
She has played basketball atthe 
CYC, and for Reid Middle School 
and Taconic, and has played soft- 
ball for the Pittsfield Parks De- 
partment. She was the first co- 
host with Eric Crag on “Party 
Party” and helped announce part 
of a Pittsfield Mets game with Bob 
Shade. She has participated in the 
Bark in the Park dog walk, which 
benefits the Berkshire Humane 
Society, and in a fashion show to 
benefit the pediatric ward at 
BMC. 

She also has been involved in 
the student council, the school 
newspaper and the yearbook. She 
plans to attend college and study 
business administration. 

» Elizabeth Martin, 17, daugh- 


ter of Edward and Barbara Martin 
of Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic, 
where she is captain of the cross 
country and track and field teams. 
She is a member of the student 
council, the prom committee and 
the National Honor Society, and is 
co-chairwoman of the. Citizens’ 
Scholarship Fund. 

She is involved in Special Olym- 
pics, volunteers as a tutor and 
coaches basketball at the Dalton 
Youth Center. She works at Gym- 
fest of the Berkshires and is a for- 
mer competitive gymnast. She 
plans to attend college in the fall 
and major in sports medicine. 

» Nicole May, 18, daughter of 
Scott and Lori May of Pittsfield, is 
a senior at Taconic, where she is a 
starting varsity player and captain 
of the volleyball and tennis teams. 
She was voted to the All-Berk- 
shire volleyball team this year. 
She is a member of the student 
council, the yearbook and the 
prom committees, Berkshire Youth 
United and the National Honor 
Society, and was an alternate for 
Girls State. 

A church school teacher, she 
also volunteers for the Special 
Olympics. She has received a 


number of honors and awards in 
academics, athletics and leader- 
ship, including the Hugh O’Brian 
Youth Leadership Award, the 
Wendy’s Heisman Award and the 
Principal’s Leadership Award. 
She plans to attend college and 
earn a degree in physical therapy. 

>) Melissa McGuire, 17, daugh- 
ter of Peter and Deborah McGuire, 
is a senior at Pittsfield High, 
where she is on the peer resource 
team, a program designed to help 
students face difficult challenges 
while in school and to create 
awareness of certain issues. She 
has been involved with the class 
council, Special Olympics and the 
prom committee. 

She plays softball and is in- 
volved in other activities. She 
works at Bob’s Country Kitchen 
in Lanesboro. as a waitress and 
baby-sits..She plans to attend col- 
lege in the fall to study business, 
and possibly further her educa- 
tion in law. 

» Lyndsay Paris, 18, daughter of 
David and Liz Paris of Pittsfield, 
is a senior at Lenox Memorial 
High School. She is a member of 
the National Honor Society, the 
student council and the prom and 
yearbook committees, and is a 
peer tutor and mentor. She also is 
involved in the Leaders Club and 
Students Against Destructive De- 
cisions, and volunteers with Habi- 
tat for Humanity. She is a four- 
year member and former captain 
of the soccer team and plays-om 
the tennis team. 

Paris received the Massachu- 
setts Women in Sports Day Award, 
the Berkshire County Sportsman- 
ship Award and the Daughters of 
the American Revolution Good 
Citizenship Award. She attended 
the Women in Sports Career Con- 
ference at Northeastern Univer- 
sity and the Berkshire County 
Leaders Conference. She also 
earned a Massachusetts Compre- 
hensive Assessment System cer- 
tificate of mastery. 

She is employed as a coach at 
the Berkshire Soccer School and 
has been a counselor for four 
years with the Lenox Community 
Center’s summer program. She 
plans to attend college. Her spon- 
sor is Carr Hardware/Just Ask 
Rental. 

» Jamie Quadrozzi, 17, daugh- 
ter of Michael and Lynn Quad- 
rozzi, is a senior at Taconic, where 
she is a member of the soccer and 
basketball teams. She is a mem- 
ber of the National Honor Society, 


class council, Spanish Club, To-/' 


morrow’s Teachers Club and year- 


book committee. She has been” 


involved with the prom commit- 
tee, Chemistry Olympiad and stu- 
dent senate. She attended leader- 
ship conferences at Bay Path 


College and Northeastern Univer- 
sity, and is attending another in 
Washington, D.C., in February. 

Her volunteer activities have 
included tutoring elementary stu- 
dents, coaching indoor soccer and 
girl’s basketball, Special Olym- 
pics, organizing a physical-educa- 
tion program for home-schooled 
children, participating in the 
CYC’s Service Society, and assist- 
ing a Spanish teacher. 

She is president of the Senior 
Leaders at the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club and a recipient of the Massa- 
chusetts Women in Sports Day 
Award. She has been employed 
for four years by the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club and for three summers 
at its recreational therapy camp at 
Camp Russell. 

» Kristin Rapkowitz, 17, daugh- 
ter of Timothy and Susan Rapko- 
witz of Pittsfield, is a senior at Ta- 
conic. She is a member of the stu- 
dent council, Berkshire Youth 
United and the Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club’s Senior Leaders, and 
is a first-grade CCD teacher. She 
enjoys working with children, 
playing high school volleyball, 
tennis and softball, and writing to 
her pen pal of five years in Japan. 


— 


. fF. 
DiNicola, Basinski, Hayes 





Picture Perfect 


Sixteen contestants are vying for the title of 2002 Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen. Front row: Kristin Rapkowitz, left, Heather 
Flynn, Meghan Wills, Sarah Guttmann, Amelia Ahlen, Melissa McGuire, Melissa Adams and Stacy Green. Back row: Elizabeth 
Martin, Nicole May, Lyndsay Paris, Cheryl Gunn, 2001 Queen Ashley Rose, Sarah Valenti, Erica Tuggey, Jamie Quadrozzi and 
Melissa Wojcik. Missing from the picture is 2001 Lady-in-Waiting Amber Cianfrocco. 


She is also a camp counselor at 
the YMCA’s Camp Sumner and at 
a Bible camp for underprivileged 
children in Pittsfield. 

Rapkowitz plans to attend col- 
lege and earn a degree in early 
childhood education to become a 
kindergarten or first-grade teacher. 

» Erica Tuggey, 17, daughter of 
Thomas and Kelly Tuggey of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Pittsfield 
High, where she is captain and a 
four-year member of both the 
alpine ski and the track and field 
teams. She is a four-year member 
of the class council and a member 
of the National Honor Society. 
She is involved with the yearbook 
committee and has helped with 
the prom committee. She has vol- 
unteered with Special Olympics 
and Create A Dream, and is a CCD 
teacher at Sacred Heart Parish. 

Tuggey has been honored in 
Who’s Who Among American High 
School Students for three years 
and earned cum laude for Latin II 
on the National Latin Exam. She 
also has been involved in the 
High School Doctor for a Day 
mentoring program. She plans to 
study nursing in college. 

» Sarah Valenti, 17, daughter of 
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Contestants must 
each sell 1,500 
Winter Carnival 
buttons, which 
helps support 
carnival events. 





John‘and Diane Valenti of Pitts- 
field, is a senior at Pittsfield High, 
where she is captain and a four- 
year member of the volleyball 
team, and has participated in the 
Student-Faculty Basketball game. 

She has volunteered for many 
organizations locally, including 
Habitat for Humanity, Special 
Olympics and the American Red 
Cross. She also volunteers as a 
Spanish tutor, and is a member of 
the National Honor Society, class 
council, prom and Create a Dream 
committees. She represented the 
school at Girls State last June and 
is featured on the iberkshires.com 
Student Spotlight. : 

Valenti is employed at Pier One 
Imports and hopes to study inter- 
national business at Northeastern 
University in Boston. 

D Melissa Wojcik, 17, daughter 
of John and Patricia Wojcik of 
Pittsfield, is a senior at Taconic, 
where she studies business. She 
is interested in singing, acting 
and dancing. She is a member of 
the honors chorus and the year- 
book committee. She has been 
involved in school musicals for 
three years and played the lead- 
ing role of Philia in “A Funny 
Thing Happened on the Way to 
the Forum.” She also dances at 
Terpsichore Dance Center and 
sings in the chorus at St. Charles’ 
Church. 

She has volunteered: with the 
local Cops and Kids program and 
was a mentor at DARE camp for 
two years. She has modeled in the 
Back to School and Prom Fashion 
shows at the Berkshire Mall and 
is a waitress at Samel’s Deli and 
Bob’s Country Kitchen. She plans 
to attend Berkshire Community 
College in the fall to study busi- 
ness. 

> Meghan Wills, 17, is the 
daughter of Patrick and Kathleen 
Winters of Cheshire, and John 
Wills of Lanesboro. She is a senior 
at Pittsfield High, where she has 
participated in cheerleading, bas- 
ketball, softball and volleyball, 
and the Preserving Historical 
Sites group. 

Her volunteer activities include 
Berkshire County Kids’ Place, 
Special Olympics, and the CYC’s 
Service Society. She also is a 
member of the Students Involved 
in Drug Education program and 
plans to attend college to study 
criminal justice. 
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win division skate crowns 








NORTH ADAMS — The Pitts- 
field Parks Speed Skating Club 
hosted its 40th annual Short 
Track Speed Skating Champ- 
ionships Saturday at the Vietnam 
Veterans’ Memorial Skating 
Rink, finishing second in the 
event. 

More than’ 80 skaters from sev- 
en eastern states competed in 
this event as part of the 57th 
annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 

. The Bay State team from.the 
Boston area won the team 
- trophy. 

Capturing division titles for the 

‘local team were Emily Hayes 
(peewee girls), Mary Lou Di- 
Nicola (master women), and Ed 
Basinski (master men), Hayes 
had first-place finishes in the 222, 
333, and 611 meter races. 

Both DiNicola and Basinski 
earned firsts in the 500, 777, and 
1,500-meter events. DiNicola also 
won the women’s 3,000 race 
which was open to all women 15 
years of age and older. 

Gabrielle Conant finished 
second overall in the pony girls’ 
divisién. She had second-place 
finishes in the 222 and 333-meter 
events. 


Chris Baumi took 2nd place in 
the youth division at 111, & 222 
meters. 

Other Pittsfield novices to 
receive ribbons were Shannon 
Ray, Sapphire Senger-O'Leary, 
Bill Benner, and Colin Benner. 

A highlight of the awards cere- 
mony was the presentation of 
trophies by Massachusetts Short 
Track Olympians Caroline Hall- 
isey and Daniel Weinstein, who 
had just returned from Salt Lake 
City. Both Hallisey and Weinstein 
had competed in previous Pitts- 
field meets. 

Nicole May, the Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival Queen, also took 
part in the day's events. 


Katherine Lampiasi finished zi 
third overall in the midget girls’ _ 


division and was third in the 333, 
500, and 777-meter distances. 
Others scoring points for 


-Pittsfield were Collin Flynn - 


(peewee boys), who took second 


in the 222, 333, and 611-meter 
races; Terra Lampiasi (junior 
women) who was second in the 


500, 777, and 1500. 


Derrick Kittler (senior men) 


finished 3rd in the 777 event. 


In the adult novice division, 
Bob Benner was second in the 
233 and 500 meter events, enc 
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Katelyn Scace of Pittsfield 
won ‘best use of stream- 
ers.’ 


eag 


OUT AND ABOUT 
IN THE BERKSHIRES 


Cody Schwarzi of Pittsfield. 


Wacky winter delays events 


Carnival competitions, fishing derby amongcu > P 











The Pittsfield Winter Carnival Family Day held on January 19 is one 
of only a handful of outdoor recreational events unaffected by a 
month with unseasonable weather. Cross country ski races, to- 
boggan races and a charity fishing derby have been postponed. 


Eagle Eye 


Marcisi Hamilton of Pittsfield won ‘funniest 
wipe-out’ and ‘longest run.’ 


‘Winterfest’ 
at Springside 


The sixth annual “Winterfest” was held on Jan. 26 
at Vincent J. Hebert Arboretum at Springside Park 
in Pittsfield. The event included face painting, cook- 
ie decorating, snow sculpturing and pony rides. One 
of the highlights of the day was a homemade sled 
competition. 


Photographs by Arlia “Tommie” Bailey 


ualities 


Weather woes have wiped 
out many community recre- 
ational events this winter, 
though organizers vow to re- 
schedule if Mother Nature co- 

operates. 


_ Inthe past week, the Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has 
postponed cross country ski races, 
toboggan races and auto ice time 
trials. 

Likewise, an ice fishing derby 
to benefit the Jimmy Fund has 
been bumped from this Sunday. 

And events that are proceed- | 
ing have wilted in the January | 
sun: the Springside Park 
“Winterfest” sponsored by the 
Hebert Arboretum group at- | 
tracted sparse crowds this past 
Saturday. 

“We just keep smiling,” said 
Dave Melle, chairman of the Win- 
ter Sports Committee, as he con- 
templated the scheduling chal- 
lenges. : Bs 

While many events have been 
at least temporarily shelved, the 
committee’s downhill. ski races 
are a firm go for Saturday morn- 
ing at Bousquet Ski Area. 

The free event— open to ages 5 





through 13 — begins with regis- 
tration at 9 a.m., followed by the 
first races at 10 a.m. Children en- 
joy complimentary hot dogs and 
See WINTER page 7 @ 
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Peter Haven and his son, Jeremy Haven, of 


Pittsfield. 


Riley Nichols of Pittsfield. 


Taconic 
senior 
shines 


at ball 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The captain of 


the Taconic High School girls’ 
volleyball and tennis teams, Ni- 


cole May, admits she’s more at 
home wearing athletic gear than 
elegant ball gown. 
Fae ey wore a white ball 
gown to Itam Lodge on Friday 
night, and later admitted to being 
“shocked” that she was selected 
queen of the 57th annual Pitts- 
field Winter Carnival. 

“Tm not a dressy-UP type of 
girl,” May, an 18-year-old senior 
who was a member of the All- 
Eagle girls’ volleyball team this 
fall, said. “But it’s fun. It’s diffe- 
rent. 


‘Definitely in shock’ 


“J was definitely in shock,” 
May said about receiving the 
queen’s crown from outgoing 
queen Ashley Rose, currently a 
freshman at Marymount Univer- 
sity in Arlington, Va. “I thought 
they’re not going to call my 
name, and they did.” 

Lyndsay Paris, 18, a senior at 
Lenox Memorial High School 
who lives in Pittsfield, was 
selected as lady-in-waiting. Paris 
had to leave the ballroom to 
adjust her crown after it was 
placed on her head by last years 
winner, Amber Cianfrocco. : 

“Ts fastened in there now, 
Paris said. “It’s not going any- 
where.” 

Cheryl Gunn and Jamie Qua- 
drozzi, both 17 and Taconic High 
seniors, were selected by their 
fellow contestants to share the 
Miss Congeniality Award. It was 

the first time the award has been 
shared since the Winter Carnival 
queen contest began. 


16 contestants 


Only 10 girls entered last year’s 
contest, but this year there were 
16, the maximum number the 
competition allows. 

Co-chairwomen Tina Melle and 
Julie Salatino began accepting 
applications in November. Sala- 
tino said there were more con- 
testants this year because the 
competition was more organized. 

Each girl had to sell a mini- 
mum of 1,500 carnival buttons to 
be eligible. Last year’s 10 con- 
testants sold 14,017 buttons, but 
this year’s 16 contestants sold 
more than 40,000. 

Melissa McGuire, a 17-year-old 

senior at Pittsfield High School, 


ir 


Nicole May of Taconic High School was crowned the 57th 


Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen Friday night. - 


was the top button seller with 
6,243 sold. 


NA \ 82: 


the ballroom then walked alone 
toward the podium while her 


“J got a lot of help from my achievements were announced. 


family,” McGuire said. 


Flashbulbs popped as proud 


Funds raised from the sale of — relatives took pictures. 


the buttons help support Winter 
Carnival events conducted an- 
nually by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee, of the city’s 
Department of Community Ser- 
vices, Parks and Recreation. The 
button sales raised more than 
$20,000 this year, Salatino said. 

Before the coronation of this 
year’s winners took place, the 
contestants spent about two 
hours in front of three judges 
who chose the queen based on 
poise, personality, appearance 
and knowledge of Winter Car- 
nival events. 

May, who is also a member of 
Taconic’s student council, year- 
book and prom committees, and 
the National Honor Society, de- 
scribed the judging process as 
nerve wracking. : 

“You’re prepared for it, then 
you walk in there and everything 
goes out of your head,” she said. 

May is planning to attend 
either Ithaca College or Quinni- 
piac University next year in pur- 
suit of a degree in physical the- 
rapy. 

During the coronation cere- 
mony, each girl was escorted into 








Pittsfield Mayor Sara Hatha- 


way was also in attendance. 


Referring to paper snowflakes 


hanging from the ballroom’s 
eating Fiainvay said: “Tt’s still 
a winter carnival even if there’s 
more snow hanging from the 
ceiling than outside. 


“Tt’s great to see the next ge- 


neration of young people coming 
up in Pittsfield,” Hathaway ad- ; 
ded. “It shows that Pittsfield isa 
great place to raise a family. 


hiteoost 7% 


Delaney Stephens on Saturday enjoyed a pony ride, one of a handful of Springside Park “Winterfest” 
events unaffected by a paucity of snow. 


Weather woes complicate events 


continued from page 1 


to reschedule the event as soon as 


hot chocolate, with division winners he’s confident of a good snow base. 


receiving trophies. 


“Thad to postponeit because there 


The committee’s January 19 Fam- was no snow at either Osceola or 
ily Day beat the late thaw, featuring Clapp [Parks],” he said. 


sledding, snowshoeing, horseshoes 


Przedpelski said Osceola is the 


on ice and other events that became _ best location for the toboggan race 


harder to holdas snow proved scarce 


. because it has a “nice long run off at 


(The organizers of this past the bottom” so racers don’t have to 
weekend's Springside event concen- worry about a building or road if 


trated scarce snow to allow three they lose control. 
sculptures and  scaled-back card- 


board sledding). 
“Weather plays a big part in it,” 
Melle said. “We've had years where 


“Winters have changed,” la- 
mented Przedepelski. “It used to be 
very snowy.” 

Part of the challenge is predicting 


there was plenty of snow and every weather patterns — guessing for 


weekend the weather was bad and 
years whenit was cold but there was 
no snow .«.. only three or four times 
has everything gone off.” 

Ron Przedpelski, who coordinates 
the annual toboggan race day, hopes 


example the storm bearing downon 
the region Thursday would yield 
more freezing rain than snow. 

In addition to the recent lack of 
snow, Przedepelski said he keeps an 
eye on ice conditions, because too 


much ice makes toboggan races haz- 
ardous. a 

“We want it to be safe,” he said. “1 
can run this anytime ... if the condi- 
tions allow it, it will happen.” 

The fate of the autoice time trials — 
originally scheduled for next Satur- 
day and Sunday — is less certain. 
Without an extended cold period, itis 
unlikely Onota Lake will freeze over 


- sufficiently for the heavy vehicles. 


“If it’s not frozen yet, it’s not going 
to freeze,” said Przedpelski. 

While most of the outdoor events 
remain in limbo, the Sports 
Committee’s two indoor events — 
the Carnival Queen Coronation Ball 
on February 15and indoor speed skat- 
ing trials on March 2 — will proceed. 

Organizers of the Jimmy Fund ice 


fishing derby meanwhile hope to re- 


schedule their event for February 24. 





The Pittsfield Gazette January 31, 2002 












wise = 





City to study w 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — The City Coun- 
cil agreed last night that Pittsfield 
officials should take a long-range 
look at the city’s lake weed-har- 
vesting program. 
' The council acted on a petition 
submitted by Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos in which Arlos 
sought to urge the Pittsfield 
Parks Commission to “implement 
a weed-control program that 
would be jointly funded by Pitts- 
field and Lanesboro.” 
Currently, Lanesboro pays Pitts- 
‘field for the use of its weed-har- 
_ vesting equipment on Lanes- 





boro’s portion of Pontoosuc Lake. 

The city purchased the harvest- 
ing equipment several years ago 
from Berkshire County govern- 
ment for $100,000. The county, 
whose government was abolished 
in 1999, operated weed harvesters 
on several lakes in the county, a 
strategy that one city councilor 
said could benefit Pittsfield. 

“The whole operation isn’t just 
Pontoosuc with Lanesboro,” said 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo of 
Ward 7. “... When the county ran 
it, it was able to pay the operators 
and maintain the equipment. We 
need to get back to doing this 
elsewhere in the county. There 


Photos by Mandana Marsh 


Carnival day 


Family Day, the first event in the ann i 

2 ual Pittsfield Wi - 

Aaa ele yesterday at Onota Lake in Pittsfield ee ek 

c Waicue contests and other events. Above, David Larabee 

ee ee own drives a sleigh with his team. Brothers 
A , and Ryan Tuggey work on an igloo as part of a snow 








are towns that need the service 
and want it.” ; 

Also last night, the council gave 
preliminary approval to an amend- 
ment to the city code that raises 
the pay for the position of season- 
al weed harvester operator/assis- 
tant mechanic from $8 per hour to 
$8.40 per hour. 

In documents submitted to the 
council, Caleb Mitchell, the city’s 
acting director of community ser- 
vices, said he anticipated difficul- 
ty in finding qualified candidates 
for the job at the lower rate of pay. 

In other lake-related business, 
the council narrowly approved an 
Arlos petition calling on Mayor 


sculpture contest. 


eed-control efforts 


Sara Hathaway to order the weed- 
harvesting equipment to be load- 
ed into Pontoosuc Lake via a 
ramp situated off Route 7. 
Opponents of the move argued 
that the ramp, which was de- 
signed simultaneously with the re- 
alignment of Route 7 along the 
lake shore, is inadequate for the 


purpose of loading the harvesters — 


because there is insufficient room 
to maneuver them without block- 
ing traffic. , 

Responding to a question, 
Mitchell said there have been no 
problems associated with loading 
the harvesters from the boat ramp 
off Hancock Road. 


eee 
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Wednesday, June 26, 2002 * 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pontoosuc Lake, which straddles Pittsfield and Lanesboro, is” 
choked with mats of Eurasian milfoil. it, 
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Advocates urge caret 
review of staffing plan 


continued from page 1 
out [but] it’s time to look at revamp- 
ing our system.” 

In addition to Scapin, the informal 
task force includes parks commis- 
sion chairman Cliff Nilan, Mayor Sara 
Hathaway and ward 7 councilor Joe 
Guzzo. John Bresnahan will join the 
task force at its second meeting: — 

Nilan said the parks commission 
welcomes input on restructuring: 

“We're willing to listen to whatever 
the council and public has to say.” 

Hathaway kept quiet throughout 
the hour session, explaining “I’m here 
to listen.” 

Guzzo said it’s an opportune time 
to look at parks staffing, though his 
focus isn’t on wielding a budgetary 
axe. : ; 

“It’s an opportunity to look at the 
department given that there is a key 
position that’s been vacant for a 
while,” he said. 

But Guzzo will oppose any plan 
that doesn’t include ensure continu- 
ation in some form of the grant-writ- 
ing and organizational duties Mellace 
undertook. 

“A lot of grants do come into the 

' parks - we need to make sure we 
don’t lose focus of the role that the 
director of community services has 
played,” he said. 

Guzzo said the goal isn’t necessar- 
ily to make park operations cheaper 
but better. “Money is not going to be 
a factorin my deliberations,” he said. 

Representatives of several parks 
constituencies attended the session 
to offer input. 

Lew Cuyler, whose sculling group 
has invested in an upgrade at 
Burbank Park, said the city must take 
a long-term view. 

“T’veseenthe parks goreally down- 
hill and I’ve seen them recover into 
areas the people can really be proud 
of,” he said. “What we have to sell in 
Pittsfield is a quality of life and parks 
are part of that quality of life ... in this 
time of financial stress we have to be 
so very careful not to lose the gains 
we have made over the last several 
years.” 

Cuyler lauded Mellace’s efforts, 
expressing concern that a restructur- 
ing not eliminate the advocacy pro- 
vided by a parks-based administra- 
tor. : 

“Tf the parks are subordinated toa 
public works department there will 
no longer be that effective voice for 
the parks,” he said. 

Scapin urged meeting attendees 
not to fear public works assimilation. 
“The involvement with the public 
works I feel would probably benefit 
us in many ways,” he said. 

Nilan concurred that under previ- 
ous public works jurisdiction, “it 
worked very well... the parks ben- 
efitted.” 

Harvey Sides, a board member of 
the Hebert Arboretum Group, said 
that the city must “focus on long 
term sustainability... any plan ad- 
vanced to the mayor must be well 
thought out.” 

He said that the past affiliation 

vith public works “did not work” 
nd the current concept “appears to 

'e a proposal of convenience.” 


Mellace, 


Speranzo 
honored on 


Arbor Day 


Sides also termed eliminating the 
community service position “ashort- 
sighted proposal.” ; 

The job is invaluable as a resource 
for parks planning and management. 
“Tf the position goes unfilled the city 
will be undoing the monumental 
work of the former director,” he said. 

Sides said the parks were devas- 
tated under Proposition 2 1/2 and 
that restructuring and budget pres- 
sure could mean “this hit is going to 
hurt even more.” 

Sides said that Mellace was respon- 
sible for important initiatives suchas 
securing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for upgrades at Burbank Park. 
“The city will reap the benefits for 
many years to come,” he said. 

Scapin agreed that Mellace did 
great work on Burbank Park but said 
“when that grant was written, Mr. 
Mellace was under community de- 
velopment” — that he wasn’t part of 
the parks department. 

The city might be better served by 
using community development staff 
members to write grants rather than 
filling the community services posi- 
tion at the parks department, Scapin 
suggested. 

“Do we need to fill a $46,000 posi- 
tion when everything is running 
well?” he asked. 

Other speakers raised concerns 
about Scapin’s focus. 

“It’s not just a question of mainte- 
nance, it’s a question of vision,” said 
Chris King, who leads Cuyler’s row- 
ing group. 

“It’s very important to save the job . 
of a community resource person,” 
said Sue Colker, a Pittsfield Beautiful 
representative who also serves on 
the parks commission. “We need 
someone out there to do grants just 
for the parks.” 

James Conant, another parks com- 
missioner, said it’s good to explore 
“if we're getting the biggest bang for 
our buck.” 

But Conant said eliminating the 
community services positionisn’t the 
best option. He suggested focussing 
instead on consolidating a park fore- 
manand recreation director position. 

The community services director 
works with many groups and leagues 
that utilize the parks, Conant noted. 

“All these volunteer groups and 
all the recreational leagues need at- 
tention ... networking,” he said. “As 
parks commissioners we are very 
aware of what a bumpy road it is in 
terms of working with them and on 
field usage.” 

Guzzo agreed “there’s a whole 
litany of other groups that do need 
somebody to help coordinate their 
efforts.” 

The ward 7 councilor stressed that 
“let's try to get the dollar signs out of 
our eyes... we’rehere because there’s 
an opportunity to try to evaluate 
something to try to make it better.” 

Scapin said that perhaps looking 
at the dual director posts at the parks 
would be worthwhile. 

Guzzo suggested that the task 
force’s second meeting, which Scapin 
will schedule, focus on the recreation, 
maintenance and networking needs 
of parks department administration. 
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Bossidy parks gift plan debated 


continued from page 1 at Clapp I a ‘ost of $40, OC )0 wha 0 b 
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perl Oa dDan — © suggested proceed- to maintain them.” 
ee z So s Be hain aclayed construction ~ Smith fears ne the funds might 
mend long- Of a bathhouse at Pontoosuc Lak i i 

mu ; oosuc Lake, beused to hire i 

é m strategy, not bypass the mayor though not necessarily with any of orfurtherred ence eae 
vale specific expenditures, the Bossidy money. port of the = oe nes 
: hs "g ntthingtodoistogetour “I believe these accomplishments $50,000a an poem 

y a off the street and into. the would be an asset to the parks & sat Bde 

Parks," said Scapin. “We are goingto recreation department and the city 

sit here and debate for the next four asa whole,” he said. 


or five months and I don’tthink that’s merit here” in the specific proposal 


Stockbridge . 
still waiting for 
weed machine 


By Derek Gentile 


STOCKBRIDGE — The Sel 
worried about the weed Wisin 
Stockbridge Bowl, have written to the 
mayor of Pittsfield asking the city to 
cede control of the county’s hydro-rake 


Weed woes 
growing in 


Stockbri . 
“WEED from B1 ) b 2 


But Consolati said the rake hasn’t 
Berkshire Eagle Staff made an appearance yet. ; 
Although Stockbridge has two. 
weed-cutting machines, said 
Irsfeld, the hydro-rake “is an ex- 
tremely useful piece of equip- 
ment for us. It can get to weeds 


Nilan said that th j 5 Ye 
what Mr. Bossidy intended.” preserve$650,000cf Roce, ee Cat We: Were not asked to look at to Stockbridge. vely Close to shore that our other 
“This really isn’t what we're sup- He eecccdhoties - individual projects.” “We're not trying to make waves, no Weed Hetyestes cee oy 
pen ee : ic hear- ianchi said “what's: sons ” sai : 
posed to be doing,” countered ing on ways to spend $150 ae - : Bianchi said “what's here isn’t a bin Intended,” said Selectmen Chair- ane best way to describe the 


riteria, it’s al ‘lati 
ae to discuss with the rest to go into a trust fund request.” = es 
TxIng On an investment strategy, “to supplement maintenanc 


Vincelette. “We're here. 


Pre eare e and apin sai ; Pra 
aldo temenspedngs  apkap? NT 4 Soper dhingape 
1 said itis bad practice fora “The million dollars would go a they're showing etc ees = 

riteria. 


council subcommittee to consider a long way,” he said. 
fiscal appropriation that hasn’t gone _ Parks commission member Jame 
through Proper channels— and that Conant supports focussin h is 
additional monies should not be al- letic fi He ree 
located, no matter how worthy the out of room.” Youth leagues are lin- 
a without public input and a ing up for access to fields, especially 
- Be __ a a great variety of non-traditional m 
n light of this most generous gift . team sports gain acceptance 
we probably should schedule some _ Bianchi lauded “the very worth c 
public meetings,” Bianchi said. “It’s projectsuggestionsbutsaid fhcknep: 


Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo — 
ho attended the meeting though he 
not a member of the finance sub- 
mmittee — criticized Seapin for 


Guzzo said councilors must re- 
ember there are different types of 
investment and thatupgrading parks 
benefits the community. 


man J. Cristopher Irsfeld “But we 
; ally 
need to use it on Stoeckbrid L 
we’re concerned.” oe 
Irsfeld said that when county govern- 
ment went out of existence several years 
ago, one of the arrangements Stock- 


bridge and several other t 
with Pittsfield was We 


hydro-rake for weed control, 


The town was supposed to 
. * . ‘ 
not allowing him to speak. dro-rake earlier in the suines ie 


July or early August, said Irsfeld. 
No appearance in Lee yet 


Deidre Consolati i 
, President of the Lee 
Sandy Beach Committee, said she has 


hydro-rake is it’s kind of like one 

’ of those landing craft you see in 
World War II movies,” said Irs- 
feld. “It can go right up to the 
shoreline. It’s a well-used piece of 
equipment.” 

Irsfeld said that the Selectmen 
have already written to Pittsfield 
Mayor Sarah Hathaway, asking to 
discuss some kind of arrange- 
ment. ; 

Hathaway couldn’t be reached 
for comment yesterday, but earli- 
er reports in The Eagle have indi- 
cated that a lack of summer help 


communal use of the 
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$30,000 But Smi f 
3 : mith said merely adding B : 
replacing playground equipment fields isn’ta solution ae a Lae suede cae dua my 


Prioritize the Pontoosuc bathhouse 
ould have acompre- or other facilities utilized by adults. 


“I’ve very disappointed that the 
money for the Pontoosuc Lake bath-' 


Nilan wants to 

place the remaining 
$819,000 under the 
management of the 
Berkshire Taconic 
foundation. q \D 


Park board 
‘to mull plan 
for using 
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Mellace, 
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not as a necessity.” 
He urged people to lobby both 
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By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — If the weather 
ever turns right-side up, the thun- 
dercloud plum tree planted at 
Springside Park yesterday will 
likely grow into a fitting tribute to 
Robert Mellace, the city’s former 
director of community service and 
parks and recreation. 

In an Arbor Day ceremony that 
was plagued by cold and snow flur- 
ries, the Hebert Arboretum at 
Springside Park lauded Mellace by 
planting a tree in his honor and 


Ate cm 
state and municipal governmen 
to fund the parks, though he 
admitted that tight budgets will 
continue to deprive them of dol- 


lars. 

“Sq what do we do? What's the 
answer? I think we continue to do 
what we have been doing for a 
number of years, and that is basi- 
cally volunteerism and activism. I 
am always astonished at the dedi- 
cation and commitment that some 

individuals put into the parks. It 


mm people volunteering 
spreads from p dt 





Bossidy gift 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A plan for the 
management and use of a cash gift 
given to Pittsfield last year by cor- 
porate titan and native son Law- 
rence A. Bossidy will be formally 
presented to the Parks Commission 
tonight. 

The commission’s chairman, 
Clifford J. Nilan, said yesterday that 
he has discussed his proposal with 


Pittsfield to use the hydro-rake, 
_ “This is not an attempt on our 
ee) part to monopolize the rake,” Irs- 
feld said. “We would be interested 
in an arrangement whereby we 
would keep the hydro-rake in our 
garage, store it for the winter, 
maintain it and keep it running. 
We have a machine shop here, 
and we could keep it in very good 
repair, and make sure that the 
other towns can use it ina timely 
matter. 

“My fear,” he said, “is that it 
may not be a high priority in 
Pittsfield, what with all the other 
things that are going on up there. 
I don’t really know how well it 
runs, or even if it runs.” 

Irsfeld said the town of Stock- 
bridge would work out a schedule 
with the other county towns who 
need the rake to use it. 

“Absolutely,” he said, “We just 
want to get it before the summer 
ends.” 

Derek Gentile can be reached at 


dgentile@berkshireeagle.com. 7 


Management \ 
plan offered 
for Bossid 


donation /3;),, 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Hagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission has unanimously 
endorsed its chairman’s plan for 
_the management and use of a 
«cash gift given to Pittsfield last 
* year by Lawrence A. Bossidy. 
°- A key feature of the plan ad- 
“vanced by Parks Commission 
- Chairman Clifford J. Nilan is the 
placement of some $819,000 re- 
“maining from Bossidy’s original 
$1 million gift under the manage- 
~<ment of the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation of Great 
» Barrington, which oversees more 
= than 450 charitable funds estab- 
. lished by individuals, families, 
businesses and organizations. 
-. Under Nilan’s proposal, exten- 
. sive repairs would be made as 
soon as possible to Deming field, 
- the Benedict Babe Ruth field and 
. both soccer fields at Kirvin Park. 
After that, Nilan said, the money 
' should be transferred to the man- 


also paid tribute to Nicholas J. 
Speranzo, a labor leader and devot- 
ed volunteer who died last year. 

About 70 people huddled for 
warmth under a white tent for the 
brief ceremony and looked out at 
the odd juxtaposition of blooming 
flowers and falling snow. 

Before Mellace left the city’s 
employ last year to accept a job 
with the state Department of En- 
vironmental Management, he was 
widely heralded in Pittsfield for 
his ability to win state and federal 
grants to fuel improvements in the 
city’s 30 parks, which cover more 
than 1,500 acres and include three 
lakes. 

Shrinking resources 

“As beautiful and as extensive as 
our parks and recreation system is, 
it always seems like the resources 
we are provided with to maintain 
this system and to be good stew- 
ards of the properties never seem 
to be enough,” Mellace told the 
audience. “It is always shrinking. 

Sometimes I think it is because 
parks are viewed more as a luxury, 
MELLACE, continued on B4 


Robert Mellace hands a shovel to his daughter, Lisa, So she can 
backfill the tree dedicated to him yesterday at Springside Par! 
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ir time, to workin; 
ee lake management 


efforts, park cleanups, nature 


leagues, trails, 


education, spec 


could go on and on.” - 

One such volunteer was Sper- 
anzo, the longtime chairman of 
the Pittsfield ee 

oted his tim 

Mer tes Volunteer Program, 
as well as to the Berkshire Com- 
munity Action Council. Yester- 
day, the Arboretum planted a rose 

of Sharon in his honor. 

Jack Dew can be reac 
jdewaberkahieenale com VWO™. record straight” concerning the 


individual members of the Parks 
‘Commission and believes that it 
will win the panel’s endorsement. 
A key feature of the plan is the 

placement of some $819,000 re- 
maining from Bossidy’s original $1 
million gift under the management 
of the Berkshire Taconic Com- 
munity Foundation of Great Bar- 
rington, which oversees more than 
450 charitable funds established by 
individuals, families, businesses . 
and organizations. 

‘Set the record straight’ 


d at Nilan said that he advanced the 
plan for two purposes. to “set the 


-~agement of the foundation on 
. terms to be decided by city offi- 
| cials. 
At least once a year, Nilan pro- 
‘ poses, a public hearing would be 
_held during which various con- 
stituencies that use the parks 
- could “make their pitch.” 
“Tt?s a realistic and attainable 
_ plan,” Parks Commission mem- 
ber Anthony Massimiano said 
“during the panel’s meeting on 
. Monday. 
_. The commission agreed to for- 
ward Nilan’s proposal to Mayor 
‘ Sara Hathaway and City Council 
President Richard A. Scapin. 
In other business, the commis- 





ial events, and I 


Authority, 
to the Re- | 





Parks Commission’s position in the 

debate surrounding the use of the 

money and to spur public discus- 
_ sion of the issue. 

“The Parks Commission can’t 
spend money,” he said, adding that 
only the mayor and City Council 
can direct public funds to the city’s 
parks. “I want to get it on the record. 
that we are not, and have never 
been, a ‘do nothing’ commission.” 

Nilan will propose tonight that 
city officials spend funds from the 
Bossidy gift on playing fields that 
the commission has long viewed as 
being in dangerously poor condi- 
_ tion. eats aon 

Under his proposal, extensive 
repairs would be made as soon as | | 
possible to Deming field, the 

; PARK, continued on A4 


port City Councilor Matthew M. 
~Kerwood’s efforts to nominate 
Springside House to the National 

“ Register of Historic Places. 
Built as a summer cottage in 
- the early 1870s, Springside House 
“ serves as the headquarters of the 
‘Parks Department. In 1939, the 
house and its accompanying 74 
-acres became part of the city’s 

" park system. 

Kerwood said that the process 
- of placing Springside House on 
the national register was begun in 

“1981 but never completed. 
“Tt is my belief that listing 
“Springside House on the National 
“Register of Historic Places will 
“greatly enhance the city’s ability 
~ «to preserve and maintain this 
. important structure in Pittsfield’s 


\ 







- ter to the commission. 


sion unanimously voted to sup-  . 
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> vhistory,” Kerwood wrote in a let- - 
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Oo new 
ballfields 


took my lumps playing ball asa 
[= The fields and sandlots weren’t 
groomed to major-league standards 
... or Flea League, for that matter. 
Once in a Babe Ruth game, I charged a 
ground ball in left. The horsehide hit a 
rock and got me flush on the nose. 

With blood trickling down my mug, I 
picked up the ball, rifled it to third, and 
nailed the runner to end the inning. I 
didn’t hightail it home and insist my 
parents sue the city because the field 
wasn’t perfect. The equation was 
simple. We played ball. We had fun. If 
the outfields had divots and the 
infields more pebbles than a quarry, so 
what? We didn’t care, and city fathers 
weren’t losing sleep over it. 

Which leads to the last two meetings 
of the City Council’s finance 
committee. In March, Chairman Rick 
Scapin batted a hot grounder that took 
a trick hop on fielders Dan Bianchi and 
Chuck Vincelette. It hit them in the 
face, but Bianchi and Vincelette still 
threw Scapin out at the plate. 

The subcommittee had been charged 
to work with the Parks Commission to 
establish an investment strategy and 
develop criteria for spending the $1 
million Larry Bossidy gift. Neither was 
produced. 

Instead, the commission offered an 
appropriations “wish list” submitted by 
parks maintenance head Anthony 
‘Stracuzzi calling for spending almost a 
quarter-million dollars on two new 
soccer/lacrosse fields, reconstruction of 
two Babe Ruth infields, a new softball 
field, a new playground and 
equipment, and a new public restroom. 

Though this item was third on the 
agenda, Scapin began the March 
meeting with it. Vincelette and 
Bianchi, the only other committee 
members present, were literally 
reading the plan for the first time. The 
two councilors, looking like students in 
the Evelyn Wood Speed Reading 
Academy, balked, insisting this wish 
list wasn’t an investment strategy nor 
did it set criteria. They voted over 
Scapin’s objections to send this guppy 
back to the Parks Commission for 
being too small. 

The cold fish was warmed over and 
served again Wednesday night. It 
wouldn’t stay down. This time, the 
subcommittee decided unanimously to 
wash its hands and send the flounder 
back to the mayor and leave it to her 
and the finance department to develop 
the investment strategy. The matter of 
criteria was left unresolved. 

Government in action? More like 
government inaction. 

The larger question here is the way 
Pittsfield spends money, especially 
discretionary funds. It never seems to 
get it right. 

Pre-established criteria are essential. 
With criteria in place, the city could 
take a wish list like Stracuzzi’s and see 
if there’s a fit. In effect, criteria allow 
an objective way to rank investment 
ideas. Without criteria, spending wish 
lists are meaningless, as we’ve learned 
from the haphazard frittering of 
GE/PCB settlement money. For 
example, $78,000 to upgrade two Babe 
Ruth infields? How was the figure 
determined? Based on what? 

More questions. When was the list 
prepared? What kind of public input 
was solicited? Has anyone assessed the 
increased maintenance costs the city 
will incur if these projects are funded? 
As it is, Pittsfield’s having trouble 
keeping up with the existing parks. In 
fact, upkeep often comes from 
concerned citizens who literally take 
matters into their own hands by firing 
up lawn mowers, wielding rakes, or 
picking up trash from a midsummer 
night’s teen-age bender. 

Vincelette and Bianchi say they are 
particularly concerned by the lack of 
public involvement. Bossidy’s gift is 


public money. They say people deserve © 


a voice in deciding how it will be used. 
Was this, the councilors asked, the old 
way of doing things rearing its ugly 
head? You know the old way — 
secretly develop pet spending plans, 
quietly introduce them at the last 
second, and ram them through with 
little or no public involvement. 

Scapin denied that and defended the 
wish list as meeting the finance 
committee’s charge. Bianchi disagreed, 
saying “either Rick is’so eager to get 
. this through that he doesn’t care about 
__these questions, or he honestly doesn’t 

- ‘understand the difference between a 
- list and a criteria.” 

: Pittsfield has got “Bossidy money.” 
- How should it be spent? There’s only 
one answer. Develop a strategy for 

- Investment and the criteria for 

- spending, ask the public what it 

- thinks, solicit a million ideas, and 
match the ideas to the criteria. 

And to all those Babe Ruthians who 
this summer may have to make do 
with the current fields, have fun, even 
if the ball takes a trick hop. This is 
Babe Ruth ball; you don’t need $78,000 


sae , D >) 


Scapin makes proposal 
to revamp Parks Dept. 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Fagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Declaring that 


the Parks Department should be. 


restructured in the interest of 
-greater efficiency and cost 
savings, City Council President 
Richard A. Scapin is seeking 
support for a proposal under 
which the department’s recently 
vacated top job would not be 
filled. 

Scapin’s plan also envisions 
the promotion of Anthony 
Stracuzzi, the department’s dir- 
ector of maintenance, and the 
retirement of John C. Marchesi, 
who has served as director of 
recreation for many years. 

“It’s time to tighten our belts 
and save money,” said Scapin, 
who won City Council endorse- 
ment of his petition to establish 
an ad-hoc committee to discuss 
his proposal, seek public opinion, 
and make a recommendation to 
Mayor Sara Hathaway. 


Meeting March 19 


The committee, on which 
Scapin and Hathaway will serve 
with the City Council’s vice pre- 
sident, Joseph O. Guzzo, Parks 
Commission Chairman Clifford J. 
Nilan and local businessman 
John Bresnahan, is scheduled to 
meet at 6 p.m. March 19 in the 
City Council chamber. The 
meeting is open to the public and 
Scapin hopes that it will be well- 
attended. 

Specifically, Scapin envisions 
changing Stracuzzi’s title to 
superintendent, and, perhaps, 
returning the Parks Department 
to its former status as an arm of 
the Department of Public Works. 

‘Stracuzzi would report to that 
partment’s newly appointed 
head, Bruce Collingwood, said 


Sceapin. 

Under Scapin’s plan, no one 
would be appointed to fill the 
position of director of community 
services. That job, which in- 
volved management of the Parks 
Department, was most recently 
held by Robert S. Mellace, who 
resigned to take a job with the 
state Department of Environ- 
mental Management. 


Save $90,000 


Scapin calculates that the 
combination of not filling the 
director’s job and Marchesi’s 
retirement will save the city 
$90,000 per year. The director’s 
post pays $46,000 per year; Mar- 
chesi is paid $44,000 annually. 

“I think we should sit down 
with John,” Scapin said of Mar- 
chesi, who is 77. “It’s time to talk 
about retirement. We should 
certainly make sure that he can 
remain involved with the parks 
— he’d keep an office in Spring- 
side House and work part time in 
the summers. This is a guy who’s 
been devoted to the city for so 
many years, you don’t just push 
him aside.” 

Seapin, who is a former 
member of the Parks Commis- 
sion and who has served as the 
council’s liaison to the com- 
mission for five years, acknow- 
ledged that he personally sup- 
ports the promotion of Stracuzzi 
to superintendent. : 

“Yes, he’s a friend of mine. I 
have lots of friends,” Scapin said. 
“... L also know in my heart that 
he’s the right guy for the job. He 
does everything up there and 
every time there’s a question 
about the parks, people turn to 
Tony for the answer.” an 


Parks get political spotlight 


Gift fuels debate 














The de-icing detail 


Jason. Demary, left, and Tom Shogry of the city’s Parks Department spread a mixture of salt and sand on an icy sidewalk on East 2 


Street in Pittsfield yesterday morning. 
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Dd PITTSFIELD: ty 4 
partment of Parks and Recreation 
has announced. that openings 
exist for seasonal..employees for 
park maintenance, A valid dri- | 
ver’s license is required. Inter- 
ested applicants can pick up an 
application at the department of- 
fice at 874 North St., between 9 | 
and 4. Information: 499-9343, 
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IM gift to parks 





The battle for the Bossidy Bucks 
heated up Tuesday. 


A meeting about investment strat- | 
egy andallocationcriteria turned into 
a heated session concerning specific 
proposed appropriations. P 

When Bossidy abandoned plans 
to purchase a minor league baseball 
team in September, he donated $1 
million to boost the city’s parks. Of 
ficials quickly spent some $180,000 
to replace outdated maintenance 
equipment and vehicles, vowing to 

develop a long-term plan for the re- 
maining $820,000. 

Former Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. 
suggested that the city council de- | 
velop plato ee ae Parks commissioners James Conant and Cliff Nilan, along with parks 
SS EL ae foreman Anthony Stracuzzi, on Tuesday unveiled a plan to use a 
eiened Dope oT donation to upgrade several fields. The evening also included the 














ae a oa ea coaching the is first meeting of a task force looking at a restructuring of the parks 
er tentatively br - Be a 
sue last month, the finance subcom- @ePpartment administrat! ; | 1 : : 
mittee tabled the matter, pending f rks sta ffi 
input from the parkscommissionand Task orce qd ues tio ns pa g 
cherie eee : The parks department has become a budgetary playground. 
Be ar secane vis i i i ick Scapin on Tuesday convened the first meet- 
i i cific wish City council president Rick Seapin or y 
ae Sheeran Fea oo andan_ ingofa task force to consider restructuring of parks department mee a 
a aoe roposal to spend an __The director of community services position that has Da ah oe ie 
suditionall $150 00 The remainder department has been vacant since the end of last year, when Bob Mella | 
/ tfund. moved toa state job. ee yet | 
ce 5 2 ee an Scapin “My goalistosee this department redeveloped,” said sea I * ae 
on Tuésday wanted the finance sub- thinking about taking this parks department and may! € Pp ae 9 3 
committee to endorse the new ex- under the public works department. \ 


. es 4 . le | 
i d that “we're not looking at firing people6r rcing people | 
eer, See ADVOCATES page 4 @ 
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penditures, but the other councilors 
See BOSSIDY page 5 x 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Concluding that 
additional public opinion should be 
sought on possible uses for a $1 
million gift to Pittsfield’s parks, a 
City Council committee has voted to 
withhold its endorsement of a wish 
list submitted by the Parks Com- 
mission. 

On a vote of 2-1, the council’s 
Finance Committee referred the 
matter to Mayor Sara Hathaway and 
‘0 the Parks Commission, which was 
idvised by the Finance Committee to 
nold at least one public hearing prior 
to making recommendations con- 
cerning the investment and ex- 
penditure of a gift from Pittsfield 
native Lawrence Bossidy. 


Parks Dept. wish list 


City Council President Richard A. 
Scapin; who is chairman of the 
Finance Committee, cast the lone 
vote against the referral, arguing that 
the work has already been done by 
the Parks Commission and Anthony 
Stracuzzi, the Parks Department’s 
maintenance director, who came up 
with a list of projects that could be 
funded by the gift. 

The list includes installation of a 
third field at the Doyle Memorial 
Complex, construction of a new 
playground at Clapp Park, the con- 
struction of two soccer or lacrosse 
fields at Springside Park, and the 


‘There’s more to this 
city than the youth ... 
I’m about ‘ball- 
fielded’ out here 

in Pittsfield,’ 

said Guzzo. 





reconstruction of baseball infields at 
Deming Park and at recreational 
facilities off Benedict Road. Pre- 
liminary cost estimates for the work 
amount to $248,000. 


Arguing in favor of the referral to 


the mayor and the Parks Commis- 


sion, City Councilors Daniel L. 
Bianchi and Ozias “Chuck” Vin- 
celette contended that additional 
public opinion should be sought prior 
to spending any additional money 
from the Bossidy gift. They also 
suggested that the procedure by 
which the matter came before the 
Finance Committee was flawed. 


Bianchi noted that former Mayor 
Gerald S. Doyle Jr. appropriated 
$181,000 from the gift to fund the 
purchase of new equipment for the 
Parks Department. The council then 
approved the expenditure, albeit 
without first referring it to the 


CITY, continued on B4 


Christmas tree 
sought for 
Park Square 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services- 
Parks & Recreation is asking 
anyone who is willing to donate 
an evergreen tree for use as the 
city’s official Christmas tree at 
Park Square, to call their office at 
499-9343 no later than Nov. 1. 


Criteria to be used in selecting 
that “special” tree will be: mini- 
mum height of approximately 30 
feet; superior shape; ease of 
access to the tree for cutting; ade- 
quate room to safely fall the tree; 
and ease of transporting the tree, 


In cooperation with the city’s 
Department of Emergency Man- 
agement, screening and selection 
of trees will take place the week 
of Nov. 4. Cutting and installation 
of the tree at Park Square is 
scheduled for the week of Nov. 11 
or 18. 


Details regarding the date and | 
program for the lighting of the 
tree will be m Vailable at a 
later date. ib y) UL 


City debates uses for $1 million gift 


CITY from Bl 


Pontoosuc Lake appears to be low 
on the list of priorities for public 


Scapin believes 


posed that the post not be filled. 


that the. 





That time of the year 


Parks Department workers Anthony Stracuzzi, left, and Keith Carnute 
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=a Sal » , 
prepare the boat ramp Monday at Onota Lake.’ 


A 


Finance Committee for review, 
said Bianchi. 

The councilor from Ward 6 also 
proposed that an “inventory” of 
playing fields and information 
about their utilization be com- 
piled “before we spend hundreds 
of thousands of dollars on new 
fields.” A comprehensive plan 
and “investment strategy” for the 
money also is needed, said 
Bianchi. 

“This is their investment stra- 
tegy,” City Councilor Joseph O. 
Guzzo said of the Parks Com- 
mission’s list. 

Guzzo, who rose from the 
audience to address the Finance 
Committee, also said that he was 
“disappointed” that the constru- 
ction of restroom facilities at 


>» PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 


announced that there are still- 


openings in park maintenance for 
we sb employees. A valid dri- 
ver’s license is required. Applica- 
tion forms are available at the 
Parks and Recreation offices at 
$74 North St. between the hours 


of 9 and 4. Further information: 
499-9343. V TG te aed 


parks. Joe 
“There’s more in this city than 


the youth,” he said. “... We have 
boating families and adults who 
swim and picnic. ... I’m about 
‘ball-fielded’ out here in the city 
of Pittsfield. We need bath- 
rooms.” 

Also on Tuesday, an ad hoc 
committee established to explore 
ways in which the Parks Depart- 
ment might be reorganized was 
urged by representatives of sev- 
eral groups that regularly use the 
parks to fill the post of director of 
community services. 

The job, which was held until 
late last year by Robert S. 
Mellace, pays $46,000 annually. 


operation of the Parks Defart- 
ment could be made more cost- . 
effective through the promotion 
of the department’s director of 
maintenance to the post: of 
superintendent. That position 
would report to the commissioner 
of public works and utilities. 
Opponents of the move argue 
that while long strides have been 
made in recent years toward the 
goal of improving Pittsfield’s 
parks, the momentum could be 
broken if there is no director of 


community services to advocate . 


for funding for the parks and to 
form and articulate a “vision” for 


them. . 
D.R. Bahlman can be reached: 


Scapin, who also is chairman of 
the ad hoc committee, has pro- 


t dbahlman@bkrkshyreeagle- 
one : oS SI nN sis 


Mellace, Speranzo to be honored 
PITTSFIELD — The Hebert Arboretum, the Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program, Pittsfield Beautiful and the Pittsfield Parks 
| Commission will host an Arbor Day 2002 Celebration on National Arbor 
) Day, Friday, from 12:30 to 2 at the arboretum at Springside Park, 874 
North St., rain or shine. 3 
Robert Mellace will be honored for his dedicated community service _ 
; to the Pittsfield Department of Parks and Recreation. Master of cere-_ 
mony will be James McGrath, president of the Arboretum Committee. 
Mayor Sara Hathaway and Thomas O’Brien from the state Department | 
of Environmental Management, will speak. \ 
Trees will be planted in honor of Mellace, and a rose of Sharon will 
> be planted in the memory garden for Nicholas J. Speranzo, an active 
3 -yolunteer, community leader and longtime head of the Pittsfield 
‘ Housing Authority. A dedication also will be made to recognize 
Berkshire AmeriCorps team members for their.valuable environmen- 
tal community service. The public is invited. ee 


KG 


- +.) PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
‘ment of Community Services/- . 
Parks and Recreation has ant 

nounced that applications for life- 
. guards, playground leaders, Babe 
Ruth_umpires and park security © 


is accepting applications — 
for seasonal employment — 
= for the Weed Harvesting — 
Program for the following — 
positions: Project Manager, 
Driver/Mechanic (CDL 
preferred) and Weed _Har- 
vesting. Operators. Offers 
of employment are condi- 
<—tional upon passing pre- 
“employment medical and 


| THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
i) 


Jeicens are now available at the ‘ | 
Department of Parks and Recrea- 


= drug testing. Applications ion office, 874 North St., or the 
aie avaliable at the Per- tion pi All 


; ity anel office at ,City - 

| Department, City © i personnel to) 

Fa 70 Allen St, Pittsfield, | \ Information: 199.9343 So ay 
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Council digs in its 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — As the City Council 
continued its discussion of the proposed 
$100 million Pittsfield budget, Council 
President Richard A. Scapin called for an 
end to bickering and personal attacks 
among the councilors and a restoration of 
civility. 

The council also laid the groundwork 
for what could be a showdown with 
Mayor Sara Hathaway over the structure 
of the city’s Parks Department by elimi- 
nating most of the salary for the director 
of community services, which oversees 
the department. 

Reading from a letter to the councilors 
at the start of last night’s hearing, Scapin 
said that “personal attacks against each 
other or city officials only serve to dis- 
credit the City Council. Since we set an 
example for the community, the tone of 
our debate and discussion must serve as 
a model for appropriate public discourse. 
Otherwise, we will be resented and mis- 
trusted by the residents of this city.” 


‘T have had to use my 
gavel the past month 
probably more than 
this council has been 
gaveled the last 50 
years,’ said Scapin. 


tioned his fellow councilors that he 
would give them only one warning before 
expelling them from the council cham- 
bers. “I have had to use my gavel the past 
month probably more than this council 
has been gaveled the last 50 years,” he 
said. 

The plea for order was made following 
a steadily increasing tension among the 
councilors that culminated in a heated 
session last week. During that meeting, 
held Wednesday night, a number of 
councilors traded insults, and Ward 1 


large Peter G. Arlos that he left the room 
and punched a wall with enough force 
that the sound could be heard in the 
council chambers. 

Following Scapin’s statement, last 
night’s meeting proceeded smoothly as 
the 11 councilors spent 3 1/2 hours debat- 
ing Hathaway’s proposed fiscal 2003 
budgets for the Parks, Personnel, Police 
and Fire departments. 

The only cut made was to slash the pay 
of the director of community services 
from $44,412 to $12,000. The director 
supervises the city’s 24 parks, and the 
position has been filled only part time 
since the former director, Robert S. 
Mellace, left to take a job with the state. 

Scapin has been pushing for a reorgan- 
ization of the Parks Department that 
would allow the current foreman, 
Anthony Stracuzzi, to take over. Scapin 
has acknowledged that Stracuzzi is a 
friend of his: but maintains that the rela- 
tionship has not influenced his decision. 

Hathaway wants to maintain the cur- 
rent structure of the Parks Department 


Tuesday, June 4, 2002 


heels on Parks Dept. 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Scapin vowed to strictly enforce the representative Robert G. Tuttle grew so 


bi Richard Scapin, Pittsfield City Council president, speaks to his colleagues 
council’s rules and procedures, and cau- angry ata comment from Councilor. at 


COUNCIL, continued on B4 about being more civil to each other at last night’s budget session. 
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Council digs in 
COUNCIL from B1 


and submitted a budget that 
reflected her position. 

The council’s move last night to 
cut the director’s pay means that 
Hathaway will have to return to 
the council and seek more money 
if she wants to hire a full-time 
replacement for Mellace. In the 
meantime, Conservation Com- 
missioner Caleb. Mitchell will 
likely continue as the acting 
parks director, a job he has been 
doing only part time and juggling 
its duties with his full-time job for 
the city. 

Hathaway said after the meet- 
ing that she was dismayed at the 
council’s decision. 

“I think the city needs a quali- 
fied parks director. I have had 
tremendous feedback from the 
community that they want to see 
our parks better utilized and 


its heels on Parks Dept. post 


cleaned up, so Iam shocked that 
the council would cut this fund- 
ing,” she said. - 

’ During a budget hearing on 
May 21, the council had tabled the 
portion of the budget that includ- 
ed: the director’s pay, asking 
Hathaway to consider revising 
the proposal to reflect .a restruc- 
tured department. Hathaway last 
night submitted an unchanged 
proposal. 

Voting to cut the director’s pay 
were Scapin, Tuttle, Arlos, Ward 1 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo, Ward 
2 Councilor James A. Arpante, 
Ward 7. Councilor Daniel L. 
Bianchi and Councilor at large 
Peter M. Marchetti. It passed by a 
vote of 7-4, 

In other business, the council 
approved the $5 million allocation 
for the Police: Department. That 
budget survived unscathed an 
attempt by Arlos to slash $150,000 


of a $750,000 line item that pays 
for police officers to take college- 
level courses as part of continuing 
training. an 

But the police budget contains 
no funds for Chief Anthony J. 
Riello to fill any of the six vacant 
patrol office spots within his 
department. Riello warned’ the 
councilors that the stress of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on emer- 
gency services across the country 
has left his department operating 
on a razor-thin margin. 

“The demands in the past year 
have been such that we are 
stressed to the limit... We are at 
the breaking point,” Riello said. 

The budget proposal contains 
no funding to rehire the 18 cross- 
ing guards laid off last year. 
Bianchi successfully pushed for a 
wish-list item that would bring 
back the $58,000 needed for the 
crossing guards. “I think the top 


Saturday, 


priority has got to be the safety of 
hundreds of schoolchildren,” he 
said. : 

The wish list is.traditionally an 


informal:request from the council ~ 


to the mayor asking’ that, if extra 
funds come available, they be 
allocated to items on the list. _ 
The council also approved the 
Fire Department’s $4.7 million 
budget. According to Chief 
Raymond Risley, that amount is 
sufficient to keep ‘the depart- 


ment’s substations open for the 


coming fiscal year, which begins 
July I. 

The council also approved the 
Personnel Department’s $540,000 
budget. 

The final budget hearing is 
scheduled for Thursday at 6:30 in 
the council chambers. That night, 


‘councilors will debate the pro- : 


posed $40.8 million school alloca- 
tion. 

Jack Dew can be reached by e- 
mail at jdew@berkshireeagle.com 
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Hathaway will ask council 
to restore parks job wages 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — In what could be the 
end of a long-running political squabble, 
Mayor Sara. Hathaway will ask the City 
Council to restore the money it cut from 
the salary of Pittsfield’s parks director 
and support her nominee for the post. 

Hathaway has already announced that 
she will nominate James R. McGrath to 
be the city’s next director of community 
services, a job that includes stewardship 
of the city’s 24 parks. 

But to fill the vacant job, Hathaway will 
first need to fill the position’s salary; the 
City Council slashed $32,412 from the 
director’s pay: Hr June. That move was 
made to force the mayor to come to the 
council not once but twice before hiring a 
new director — once to have the money 
restored and once to have her candidate 
approved. 


The parks post has been caught up in 
political tug of war between Hathaway 
and City Council President Richard A. 
Scapin for several months. Scapin has 
openly backed his friend and the current 
parks foreman, ‘Anthony Stracuzzi, for 
the director’s job. He has taken heat as a 
result and been accused of patronage, but 
nonetheless stuck to his assertion that 
Stracuzzi is the most qualified for the job. 

Hathaway had hoped to save much of 
the director’s $44,412 salary by filling the 
position with a part-time replacement and 
had asked Caleb Mitchell, the city’s con- 
servation commissioner, to do both jobs. 
But Mitchell said the demands were too 
much and asked Hathaway to find, a 
replacement. 


Problems with weeds 
Meanwhile, the city’s lakes, which are 


overseen by the Parks Department, have 
suffered from a bad year of weeds, some 


Parks salary funds sought 


PARKS from B1 


the lake and coordinate their har- 


vesting work. 


Scapin said the summer’s 
plethora of problems with the 
parks — from weeds in the lake to 
unmown base paths on the base- 
pall diamonds — have demon- 
strated how important it is to have 
a full-time director leading the 
department. 

“We have changed leadership 
so many times in that Parks 
Department, and it’s .discourag- 
ing to the people who work 
there,” Scapin said. 


Scapin said he believes having 
a director in place will avoid a 
repeat of this year’s weed woes. 
“Tf we had a department head 
there. permanently, he would 
have picked up on these mainte- 
nance issues and come to us dur- 
ing budget time saying that he 
only has. $3,500 for maintenance 
and the machines are getting 
pretty old.” 

Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 


have questioned whether the political 
squabble was causing a lack of supervi- 
sion. Pontoosuc Lake has been choked by 
milfoil while the Parks Department strug- 
gled to find seasonal staff to man the 
weed harvesters. Once the help was hired, 
the harvesters began breaking down. 

At Tuesday night’s meeting, Hathaway 
will ask the council to restore the direc- 
tor’s pay to its previous level of $44,412. 
Later, she will ask that McGrath be 
approved as the new director. If both 
moves are successful, it will end the run- 
ning fight. 

Scapin said yesterday that McGrath 
looks like a strong candidate. “I've said it 
before: I don’t have a problem with some- 
one coming forward and filling that posi- 
tion as long as he is a qualified person, 
and this gentleman the mayor is bringing 
forward seems highly qualified.” 


PARKS, continued on B4 


James McGrath, a planner at the 
Berkshire Regional Planning Com- 
mission, has been nominated to be 
city director of community services. 


Hathaway will also ask the 
-council to come up with $10,000 to 
pay for repairs to the weed-har- 
vesting equipment used to keep 
the lakes navigable. , 

According to Hathaway’s re 
quest, the city needs a $5,300 
engine and a $2,152. part for 
another harvester. The depart- 
ment is also seeking $1,200 for 
radios that the boat operators can 
use to talk to each other while on 


keloe bide 


shot down 
by council 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City 


-Council on Tuesday rejected a 


proposal to give a piece of 
Pittsfield’s lake weed-control 


‘equipment to Stockbridge on 


“permanent loan.” 

Councilor at large Peter G. 
Arlos had initially suggested that 
one of the city’s weed harvesters 
be donated outright to the town, 
but he amended his petition at 


-the council meeting. Arlos said 


the amendment was prompted by 
his conversations with Stock- 
bridge officials who told him that 
they would be more interested in 
receiving a “hyro-rake,” a smaller 
machine than a weed harvester. 

Observing that all of the weed 
control equipment was originally 
owned by now-defunct Berkshire 
County government and. was 
intended to benefit all of the 
county’s lakes, Arlos said that the 
sole condition of the permanent 
loan should be that the rake be 
made available to all South 
Berkshire towns “on an equal 
basis.” 

The amended petition failed on 
a 10-1 vote. 


Turnpike decision recalled 


Councilor at large Gerald M. 
Lee said that he would be more 


‘inclined to be generous with 
“Stockbridge “if they’d given us 


the turnpike interchange that we 
needed for a bypass.” 

Also on Tuesday, the council 
endorsed Arlos’ proposal to call 
on the Parks Commission to look- 
ing into providing free shuttle 
bus service between Park Square 
and Burbank Park at Onota Lake. 

The endorsement, which came 
on a vote of 10 in favor and one 
opposed, followed a debate dur- 
ing which Councilor at large 
Matthew M. Kerwood noted that 
if city-owned buses were to be 
used, their operators would be 
required to possess commercial 
drivers’ licenses. 


Guzzo irked 


That observation prompted 
City Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo 
to take his colleagues to task. 

“We take these petitions too 
damn literally,” he said. “Let’s 


_respect our colleagues a little bit 
_~ more. ... If it’s not perfect in som- 
- ebody’s eyes, it’s no good?” 


Guzzo said that city councilors 
should be free to outline new 
ideas and concepts in broad 
strokes without being expected to 
take every detail or possible con- 
tingency into account at the out- 
set. 

“Ym gure the Parks Com- 
mission knows that bus drivers 
would have to have CDL licenses, 
for crying out loud,” he said. 

Earlier in the meeting, Guzzo 
joined seven of his colleagues in 
opposing Arlos’ petition calling 
on state officials to construct a 
““pocket park” as a feature of the 

“Center Street-Seymour Street 


connector project. The petition 


“noted that the project is sched- 
-uled to be completed a month 


‘ahead of schedule and that 
‘money for the park could be 
- ‘found. 


“The fact of the matter is that 
‘that project is probably $2 million 
over its original budget because 
of all the add-ons,” said Guzzo, 
who noted that the scope of the 
-work expanded over the years to 
include burial of utility wires and 
construction of off-street parking 
“lots. 
“The money just isn’t there,” 


.he said. 


City Councilor Ozias “Chuck” 
-Vincelette also opposed. the meas- 
‘ure, arguing that Pittsfield “can’t 
‘maintain the parks we already 


‘ have.” 
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Parks vacancy causes city friction 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Filling a vacant spot at 
the top of the city’s parks department is 
becoming a political football in a game 
played between the City Council and 
Mayor Sara Hathaway.’ 

Under former director Robert S. 
Mellace, the post became a shining star 
within the universe of city jobs, pulling in 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in grant 
money to fund improvements to the city’s 
24 parks. Since Mellace left the job of 
director of community services earlier 
this year, the job has been filled by only. 
part-time staffers who have tried:to bal: 
ance the workload of the parks with their 
other work. 


Hathaway had most recently tapped 
the city’s conservation commissioner, 
Caleb Mitchell, to be the acting director. 
Mitchell has said he cannot run the parks 
and be conservation commissioner at the 
same time and will decline the new posi- 
tion, though he has agreed to stay on until 
a replacement is found. 4 

The council last week tabled Hatha- 
way’s budget proposal for the Depart- 
ment of Community Services,-swhich 
oversees the city’s parks, and asked her 
to come back with a plan to reorganize 
the department. 

‘In April, City Council President Rich- 


-ard A. Scapin led an effort to reorganize 


the department. He has proposed promot- 


ing the current parks foreman, Anthony» 


Stracuzzi, to Mellace’s old job. Scapin has 


taken criticism from some who have 
accused him of trying to promote a friend. 

“A lot of people will say that ’m push- 
ing for [Stracuzzi] because he is a friend 
of mine, but I will say it again: Yes, he is 
a friend of mine. I have many friends, but 
my job as a city councilor is to help the 
city pick the right guy,” Scapin said. 
Several people interviewed 


«Hathaway said yesterday that she 
intends to fill the job with a full-time per- 
son, but would not discuss personnel 
decisions before she has addressed them 
with potential candidates. If Stracuzzi 
were a finalist for the position, she would 
“address.it at the appropriate time.” 

“T have interviewed a number of peo- 
ple. Obviously, I had selected Caleb 





Mitchell partially because I was excited 
about the possibility of saving money and 
partially because he had such a passion 
and a background in this area, particular- 
ly in working on grants in the past,” 
Hathaway said. 

Under some of Scapin’s efforts to 
revamp the parks department, the direc- 
tor of community services position would 
be eliminated altogether and Stracuzzi 
would be named to a new job as superin- 
tendent. In that case, the parks depart- 
ment might be returned to its former sta- 
tus as an arm of the Department of Public 
Works, and Stracuzzi would report to the 
commissioner, Bruce Collingwood. 

No matter what happens, Scapin said 
he wants to see progress soon. “Our parks 
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haven’t been taken care of the last 
few months ... because the right 
leadership hasn’t been in there. 
That’s more than just a part-time 
job,” he said. 

Mitchell agreed. “The more I 
got into it, the more I realized that 
it is just too difficult, simply from 
a time standpoint, to do both jobs. 
They are really full-time posi- 
tions.” 

Mitchell said he is willing to 
continue doing both jobs until the 
council and mayor decide what 


hearings remaining on the sched- 
ule, one Monday and one 
Thursday, for Hathaway to resub- 
mit the budget for community 
services. The first proposal was 
for $193,031, which included the 
$44,412 salary. 

Scapin described a number of 
possible scenarios for that budg- 
et, including the possibility of the 
director’s salary being eliminated 
until the position is either filled or 
the department is restructured. 


City councilors 
suggest uses 





Parks report sent back —" 


The finance subcommittee will take another stab a 
devising an investment strategy and funding ae 
for monies that Larry Bossidy donated last yea 
benefit the city parks. é 

At ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo's request, the ae 
cil referred back to the subcommittee the issue 1 


reviewed last week. 


for Bossidy gift | 


By a 2-1 vote, a divided subcommittee — without 
should happen to the community 





~ Arlos propos 


weed-harvesting 


services director. 


There are, two council budget 


Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A City Council 


- committee has recommended 


that a “communication” from 
former Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 


- concerning a $1 million gift in- 
- tended to benefit the city’s parks 


be tossed into a parliamentary 
wastebasket. 

Also on Wednesday, the Fi- 
nance Committee endorsed and 
forwarded to the full City Council 
two petitions that propose 
different methods of paying 
down a $4.6 million note that the 
city plans to secure to cover a 
budget deficit. 

Doyle’s memo, in which he pro- 
posed that the Finance Commit- 
tee and the Parks Commission 
“work to establish an investment 
strategy and criteria for the use” 
of the $1 million gift from Pitts- 
field native Lawrence A. Bossidy, 
should be “filed” by the full 
council, the Finance Committee 
concluded. Filing a measure 
effectively kills it. 

The committee’s chairman, 
City Council President Richard. 
A. Seapin, said that he will re- 
commend to Mayor Sara Hath- 
away — who committee members 
noted is the only city official with 
authority to initiate the appro- 
priation of city funds — that she 
consider the matter and decide 


with the Parks Commission. 

Seapin said he will suggest to 
the mayor that $500,000 be in- 
vested to produce income for fu- 
ture maintenance of the city 
parks. In addition, Scapin said, 
he will seek mayoral support for 
funding for items on a “wish list” 
produced several weeks ago by 
the Parks Commission. The list ~ 
includes repairs to existing city- 
owned playing fields and the con- 
struction of at least two others. 
The projected cost of the work is 
about $150,000. Scapin said that 
the remainder of the money 
could be allocated following the 
solicitation of public opinion 
concerning the needs of the 
parks. 

Scapin added that he had been 
told by Parks Commission Chair- 
man Clifford J. Nilan that Bossi- 
dy, in a recent telephone conver- 
sation with Nilan, declared that 
he was pleased to learn about the 
Parks Commission’s list and that 
“he likes the idea of putting 
money back into the parks.” 

Bossidy, a former senior execu- 
tive of General Electric Co. and 
Allied Signal Corp. and current 
chairman and chief executive 
officer of Honeywell, donated the 
money in September 2001. To 
date, some $181,000 has been 
spent 


’ making, specific recommendations — had es 
the matter to the mayor and parks commission, g 


. tee ings be held. 
gesuns Dea ae Pee of this petition was an 


“The finance subcom- 


“7 think the overall premise 
important one,” said Guzzo. 


ittee fell short.” : ; 3 
eeiieo noted that two members of the subcommit 


tee were not present for last week's aoe, 

which centered on a list of ae Been 8 at 
issi ri 

the parks commission presented du ue 3 ey 


> 


Bie hee 


es city 
machine 








donate 


how to proceed in 


Parks panel 
offers options 





conjunction 


Ye 


to replace obsolete park 
Wy eter, continued on B4 


ee 


Councilors suggest uses tor Bossidy gift 
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maintenance equipment. 

After considerable debate that 
failed to produce consensus, the 
Finance Committee decided that 
it would be wise to return to the 
drawing board in an effort to 


tent is that the funds be used for 
playing fields. 

'“Ajthough I would have pre- 
ferred to bring organized baseball 
to Pittsfield in a new stadium, I 
am enclosing a check for $1 mil- 
lion payable to the city but di- 


an eight-year obligation with a 
fixed interest rate. If needed, 
money from the settlement could 
be used to pay the note’s annual 
cost. However, said Vincelette, if 
the city’s cash flow position im- 
proves to the point where the 
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months.” 
Development fund 


Also tomorrow, the council is 
slated to discuss Mayor Sara 
Hathaway’s proposed disburse- 
ment of $100,000 from the Gen- 
eral Electric Economic Develop- 
ment fund to the Pittsfield Enter- 


the committee meeting that the 
panel had two choices: Vote yes or 
no on the sum of $1 or “send. it 
back to the mayor without preju- 
dice.”’ 

Hathaway, who appeared before 
the committee with representa- 
tives of the Pittsfield Enterprise 
Center, apologized for the proce- 


©» Scapin’s plan envisioned the assure consistent 


tp omotion to superintendent of and advocacy for,— Pittsfield’s 
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{ Artthony Stracuzzi, the Parks De- 
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tees on expired terms. 


[needing reconfiguration],” he 


ers.” 


The resource recovery board 


and large, people aren’t paying 


y 


said Guzzo. 





‘| ers, 





“It's definitely detrimental to the city of Pittsfield,” 
said ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo. - 


Guzzo advocates reactivating several dormant boards. “It 
is quite evident to me that we have at least two boards 


recovery board and the other is the board of park commission—- 


According to the councilor, the resource recovery board 
should evaluate dumping fees and trash pickup. “I don’t think 
they've met as a group in at least a year,” said Guzzo. 


waste removal issues in the city and was intended to include 
citizens with expertise who could advise the city council. “By 
| ‘as they throw, but they are. 
certainly throwing,” said Guzzo, who feels that the board’s 
inactivity and lack of input on solid waste issues has contrib- 
uted to illegal dumping problems. — - 

The parks commission is a high-profile board where all the 
members’ terms have expired without reappointment or re- 
placement. “There is no leadership in the parks. We don’t 
have a director, we don’t have a board of park commission- Park commissioners endured a long, 





said. “One is the resource 


was established to examine 


Broken boards plague City | 


Lack of mayoral appointm 
e By Scott Eldridge II 

Some city leaders are calling for action, as the munici- 

pal board. system sputters with inactive commissions, 

inadequate clerical support and several dozen appoin- 


ents, clerical support thwa 


hot and lonely meeting Monday. Memb ers ¢ 





terms have all expired and they've heard constant rumors that they're being 
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Expired terms, staffing hinder boards 


continued from page 1 

Operations are being conducted 
now by four members of the board © 
whose terms have expired — the 
other stepped down on his own with- 
outreplacement: “That makesit very 
tough, our parks are showing it, 
Pontoosuc Lake is showingit ... there 
are some things that we need to do,” 
said Guzzo. 

Sue Colker, one of the holdover 
parks commissioners, has not been 
reappointed to her position as com- 
missioner, nor has she heard that she 
would be replaced. 

“Tt makes it very difficult because 
every other week when we meet I 
hear ‘you're going to be fired’,” she 
said. : 

The lack of any appointments 
makes it challenging for Colker to act 
on the board. “It’s hard to get behind 
something I think is a really great 
idea if you know that you’re not go- 
ing to be there in a month or two,” 
said Colker. “We've been hearing 
really ever since the mayor was sworn 
inthat we were going to be replaced.” 

Ward 6 councilor Dan Bianchi is 
concerned that appointments to 
boards have not been made this late 
in the year. “Certainly with some- 
thing as sensitive and important as 
the parks commission, I think that 
should have been one of the first 
boards to be dealt with,” he said. 

Mayor Sara Hathaway says she is 
looking at the problem of “lame 
duck” commissioners. “I hope to 
address that very quickly, The coun- 
cil has made requests, and I am look- 
ing into appointments,” she said. 

The mayor said that the reason she 
has not made these appointments 
yet is the large amount of work she 
has been confronted with in her first 
seven months. “I’ve been busy, 
there’s been a lot to do since I came 
into City Hall,” she said. 

At-large councilor Gerald Lee is 
disappointed with the number of 
boards that have lame duck mem- 
bers. Citing a request in December 
by then mayor-elect Hathaway that 
the council hold off appointing mem- 
bers of the Pittsfield Economic De-’ 
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initiated a plan to restore parks 
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McGrath: mayor's choice for 
disputed parks position 





parks went downhilll.” 


McGrath. 





ayor moves to 
arks chief impe 


Ending a political stalemate, Mayor Sara Hathaway has 


Hathaway will ask the city council to increase the 
Fiscal Year 2003 municipal budget 
by $42,412 — restoring funds coun- 
cilors cut in a dispute over leader- 
ship of the parks department. 


velopment Board, Lee said that had 
the council not filled the positions, 
that board would also be made up 
primarily of holdover members. 

“T sympathize that the mayor hasa 
lot of difficulty finding applicants,” 
said Lee. However the at-large coun- 
cilor said that since the mayor-elect 
wanted the council to wait on ap- 
pointments, she should have had 
specific people in mind. 

The parks commission situation is 
wrong, said Lee. 

“Either the holdovers need to be 
notified that they will be keeping 
their positions or appointments need 
tobemade,” said the councilor. “The 
bosses aren’t there and that creates a 
problem.” 

Lee also mentioned the traffic com- 
mission and sign appeals board as 
other municipal boards functioning 


with lame duck memberships and _ 


inadequate resources. 

Sign appeals board chairman Art 
Colwell requested clerical support 
for his board. The board chair met 
with Mayor Sara Hathaway in March 
and asked for assistance with fund- 
ing a clerk. 

. According to Colwell, there has 

been no response from the mayor's 
office. “She was avery good listener. 
Apparently it started and ended 
there,” he said. : 

The problem, according to Colwell, 
is the absence of a clerk leads to mis- 
communication between city officials 
and petitioners and makes it difficult 
for the public to access information. 

According to legal notices placed 
by the law firm of Cain, Hibbard, 
Myers & Cookin The Berkshire Eagle 
earlier this month, citizens interested 
in petitions made to the sign appeals 
board on behalf of O’Connell Oil can 
view those applications at the City 
Hall building inspector's office. 

Butthe applications were not avail- 
able at the office, and according to 
Colwell, never were. 

“Today, I’m the repository,” he 
said. The volunteer chair holds ap- 
plications and processes fee pay- 
ments on his own. He feels that the 
current way the appeals board oper- 
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department funding and man- 


Separately, Hathaway will seek 


‘| support for the appointment of Jim 
McGrath as community services di- 
rector with parks oversight respon- 
sibilities. 


“We took that money out of there 


to force her to do something with 
the parks,” said council president 
Rick Scapin. “I'm surprised that it 


took her so long.” 
Scapin, who had. advocated an 


4 internal parks department promo- 


tion to fill the administrative posi- 
tion Bob Mellace vacated last year, 


said he will support the mayor's requests. 
“T’ve said all along that as long as she has someone who is qualified, 
I would support it,” said Scapin. 
reviewed McGrath's credentials but anticipates no concerns. 
_ “J wish she did it a few months ago,” he said. “This summer the 


The council president hasn't fully 


At-large councilor Peter Arlos lauded Hathaway's selection of 


“eis aman who speaks with great fervor in favor of conservation,” 
said Arlos. “I think he will be outstanding.” 


See PARKS page osx 





ates is not fair to the citizens who 
may want to see what changes peti- 
tioners are proposing. The zoning 
board of appeals operates in a 
similar fashion, with materials main- 
tained by volunteers unavailable at 
city hall. 

“When you can’teven find anyone 
tocontact ... that’sridiculous,” agrees 
Lee. 

“It's just a disgraceful situation,” 
said Colwell. 

The mayor said that after meeting 
with Colwell she began exploring 
the options of adding a clerk to the 
board. “I do want to bring some help 
to those boards and committees,” she 
said. Hathaway feels that itis impor- 
tant to supplement the volunteer 
work of board members with City 
Hall support. “We can only stretch 
these volunteers so far,” she said. 

Guzzo thinks that there should be 
an in-depth look by the city as to the 
extent of the problems with the mu- 
nicipal boards and commissions. The 
councilor feels that an assessment 
needs to be made as to which boards 
are still operating; which boards are 
necessary; whether the proper re- 
sources are getting to the boards 
that need them; and whether the 
boards have adequate and appro- 
priate membership. 

“There has not been a real assess- 
ment of those [boards] in the entire 
time since I have been on the coun- 
cil,” said the six-term councilor. 

Council president Rick Scapin feels 
that the municipal boards and com- 
missions serve their purpose. “There 
are a few commissions that probably 
have to be revamped, have to get 
involved more,” said Scapin. 

The council president feels thatthe 
responsibility to revamp the boards 
is widespread. “It starts with the 
mayor, the city-council, and 
everyone's involvement.”* 

Though some commissions are 
acting with members running on ex- 
pired terms, Scapin feels that the nec- 
essary jobs are being done: “Even 
though they're holdovers, they are 
still doing the job that they are sup- 
posed to do.” 
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continued from page 1 
























Since November 1998, McGrath POS 
app. 
the community. “I view this as pro- 
¢ fessional growth for me, a natural 


has been a senior planner with the 
Berkshire Regional Planning Com- 
mission. He serves as president 0 


group dedicated to Springside Park. 
Background 

McGrath holds a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in renewable natural re- 
source management from the Uni- 
versity of Connecticut and master 0 
arts degree in landscape design from 
Conway School of Landscape De- 


~ sign. 


His work has involved coordinat- 
ing and securing grants for numer- 


blic projects in the Berkshire increase from 
essai $99,715,496. 

At-large councilor Matt Kerwood 

d he will support the budget in-. and expire January 21, 2004. 


region. : 
“’m really excited about the op- 


See BOARDS page 7 replaced, but continue serving as “lame ducks.” 


commissionandstaffto provide high- 


quality recreation in Pittsfield,” said 


McGrath. : 
From his work with the arboretum 


McGrath said he considers the 
ition one which will allow him to 


_ the all-volunteer Hebert Arboretum progre: NOP: 
portunity to work to help the city, 


he said. 


group and attendance at parks com- ‘ 


mission meetings, the nominee said 
he is. aware that politics have sur- 
rounded the position. 

“Ym been following it and under- 


I 


\ 


stand the implications of stepping - 


in,” he said. “I’m going into it withan S 


open mind.” 


The mayor's fiscal order, if ap- 
proved by the council, willadd to the 
f muncipal budget $10,000 that was - 
cut from the weed harvesting account 
and $32,412 that was cut from the 
director's salary account. 

The municipal budget for the fis- 
cal year that began July 1 would thus 


portunity to work with the parks Sal 







Council returns parks names; 


Hathaway to send them 


By .D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Sara 
Hathaway said yesterday that she 
will resubmit to the City Council 
her nominees to the Pittsfield 
Parks Commission. 

On Tuesday, the council voted 
to return the list to the mayor. 
Proponents of the move, notably 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos, 
argued that the appointments 
should be made in an “orderly 
manner.” 

Arlos said he favors the gradual 
appointment of individual parks 
commissioners over a period of 
time. He objected to Hathaway’s 
submission of a list of five people 
who would succeed the incum- 
bent commissioners, all of whose 
terms have expired, The incum- 
bents will remain in office until 
they are replaced. 


Arlos, Scapin opposed 


City Council President Richard 
A. Scapin agreed with. Arlos, con- 
tending that the replacement of 
the entire commission at once is a 
bad idea. 

“We'd be getting rid of five com- 
missioners and that’s a problem, 
guys,” said Scapin, who suggest- 
ed that the interests of the city’s 
parks would not be best served by 
an inexperienced commission 
overseeing the work of a new 
director of community services. 

One of Hathaway’s nominees is 
John C. Marchesi, who has served 
for many years as the city’s super- 
visor of recreation. 

Last month, the council voted 
to delay action on the mayor’s 
nominations to the Parks 
Commission. Those who voted in 
favor of tabling the nominations 
agreed with Arlos’ contention that 
the incumbent commissioners 
had not been formally notified 
that they were going to be re- 
placed. He also has said that their 

service had not been adequately 
acknowledged. 

Hathaway said yesterday that 
while she will submit the same 
names to the council, she will 


Parks compromise sent to co, 


crease. He oppose 
decision to strike the funds. 

“I'm certainly pleased that the 
mayor has come forward to fill the 
position,” said Kerwood. 

Parks commissioner Sue Colker 
also expressed optimism about plans 
to fill the vacant job. 

“T think the position really needs 
to be filled and with someone who 
knows how towrite grants,” she said. 

Colker is familiar with McGrath ~ 
from arboretum group-related work 
with the parks commission. 

McGrath said that if his appoint- 
mentis confirmed, he willstep down 
from his position with the arboretum 
group. 

If approved, McGrath's appoint- 

ment would take effect September 9 


ly skills to programs that benefit 
ssion in my career and an op- 


Budget boost 


$99,673,084 to 


sestrntten 


City seeks downto 
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make one change. 

“Tl do it on separate pieces of 
paper so if the council wants to 
‘feather’ them’in, it can,” the 
mayor said. She added that her 
list specifies terms of varying 
lengths for her nominees. 

“Nobody has said a [negative] 
word about the qualifications of 
any of these individuals,” she 
said. 

In addition to Marchesi, the ma- 
yor’s appointees are Jane Bresna- 
han of Lakeway Drive, Michael J. 
Filpi of Cascade Street, Eugene 
Nadeau of Dorchester Avenue 
and Eleanor Persip of Central 
Berkshire Boulevard. 

The incumbent park commis- 
sioners are Sue Colker, Anthony 
G. Massimiano Jr. and Robert J. 
Smith. Clifford J. Nilan is the pan- 
el’s chairman. 

Also on Tuesday, the council 
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ack 


voted to file — kill — a petition 
authored by Arlos that sought a 
statement of opposition from the 
council to Hathaway’s proposal to 
institute a dress code at City Hall. 

Arlos argued that the proposal 
is bad for employees’ morale. 

The council also referred to its 
Committee on Public Safety a 
petition advanced by City Coun- 
cilor Robert G. Tuttle of Ward 1 in 
which Tuttle sought endorsement 
of a plan to allow auxiliary police 
officers to carry weapons. 

Tuttle contended that Pittsfield 
is virtually alone in Massachus- 
etts as a community that does not 
arm its auxiliary police. 

Opponents of the measure, who 
include Hathaway, have argued 
that the number of guns should 
be limited. “I’m not in favor of 
putting more guns out,” the ma- 
yor has said. 


Parks logic 


week belatedly accepted some of 


wn Christ 


The city council this past 
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h delay, four of the mayor's five nomi- 
he fifth — John Marchesi — was 


5 became entwined with the parks 


ing in new members as a group. 


But the council’s solution contradicts this 
off the one nominee with great familiarity wit 


has spent some five decades 


There may be other reason 
Marchesi’s appointment, but the ones publicly st 
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Park nominees sent back to mayor 


Pittsfield’s park politics continue. 
City councilors on Tuesday voted 
6-5 to refer back to Mayor Sara 
Hathaway a list of five nominees for 
parks commission appointments. 
The council had tabled action on 
the appointments last month. 
~ “Ttisnot wise to appoint five people 
at once,” said at-large councilor Pe- 
ter Arlos, who called for “more or- 
derly manner of appointments.” 
Arlos wants Hathaway to retain 
some former commissioners, nota- 
bly Cliff Nilan, who has served on 
the board for more than two decades. 

Ward 6 councilor Dan Bianchi 
countered that Hathaway is reason- 
ably reconfiguring a board where all 
appointees’ terms had expired. 

“This is one of the commissions 
that the public expected to be 
changed,” said Bianchi. 

The ward 6 councilor said 
Hathaway’s nominees — Mike Filpi, 
John Marchesi, Gene Nadeau, Jane 
Bresnahan and Eleanor Persip — are 
“a great slate of folks.”. 

“It’s the mayor's right and obliga- 
tion, I think, to fill vacant positions,” 
said Bianchi. “She’s done a terrific 

_ job finding responsible people, they 
all come with great qualifications.” 

Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo said 
the mayor has staggered the nomi- 
nees’ terms so they will expire differ- 


ent years. : 

“It’s time to get these new parks 
commissioners on board and begin 
to move ahead in the planning pro- 
cess for next year,” said Guzzo. “It’s 
time, it’s a change that’s needed.” 

At-large councilor Peter Marchetti 
said that he has no problem with the 
nominees but that the reason the 
council delayed action last month 
was because Hathaway hadn’t in- 
formed outgoing commissioners in 
advance that they were being re- 
placed. 

“] appreciate your concern for my 
manners,” replied the mayor, saying 
she has arranged thank you certifi- 
cates. : 

Council president Rick Scapin 
ceded the chairman’s seat to enter 
the debate to express concern about a 
“severe problem.” 

“Mayor Hathaway, I would per- 


sonally like to see you replace three, © 


thena month down the road another 
two,” said Scapin. “I do have a prob- 
lem eliminating all the commission- 
ers at once.” 

Some councilors also asked 
whether Marchesi, currently the 
parks recreation director and slated 
to step down next month, can legally 
serve on the board. 

Hathaway said acting city solici- 
tor Jeff Honig had signed off on the 


appointment, noting that Marchesi 
would have to avoid any conflicts of 
interest. 

With momentum among col- 
leagues for sending the list back to 
the mayor, Bianchi said the council’s 
repeated delays could have negative 
impacts. 

“The greater danger here is send- 
ing a signal to people who want to 
serve, ‘don’t bother’,” said Bianchi. 
“We should be embracing these 
folks.” He questioned “some objec- 
tives here.” 

Scapin replied that “nobody is de- 
voted to the parks more than my- 
self.” The council president said “it’s 
not going to work with five brand 
new people there.” 

Marchetti reiterated that he won’t 
support new appointments until “the 
proper thing canbe done” and former 
commissioners are formally thanked. 

Ward 2 councilor James Arpante 
expressed exasperation with the pro- 
tracted stalemate. “We have five 
qualified candidates,” he said. “This 
isn’tbrainsurgery, it’s the parks com- 
mission.” 

Voting in the majority to refer the 
nominees back to the mayor — leav- 
ing the lame duck board intact —~ 
were Arlos, Scapin, Marchetti, Ozias 
Vincelette, Mark Brennan and Matt 
Kerwood. 
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Councilor may call for vote against Scapin 


TUTTLE from B1 


punched a wall. 


At the next meeting, Scapin 
read a letter to the councilors 
threatening to throw out of the 
chamber anyone who broke the 


council has been content to fill 
pull weeds out of 
Pontoosuc Lake and mow the 
parks while leaving the weightier 


potholes, 


but more complex issues 
touched. 


unnamed Lee backers. 


un- 





and was angered by what he 
called the bullying tactics of 


The council will meet on Tues- 
day at 7:30 p.m. for its only 
August meeting. The meeting will 


Mayor 
for overhaul 
of parks panel 


By D.R. Bahlman : 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With the appointment of a new director of commu- 


nity services and the imminent installation of a new Parks 
Commission, the management of a key city department is undergoing 


significant change. 


The City Council on Tuesday unanimously endorsed Mayor Sara 
Hathaway’s appointment of James McGrath as director of community 
services. Councilors characterized the 30-year-old McGrath as being 
well-qualified for the position, which has been vacant since November 
when Robert S. Mellace left to take a job with the state Department of 
Environmental Management. 

McGrath’s salary, which had not been settled upon Tuesday, will be 


in the “mid-40 [thou- 
sands],” Hathaway told 
the council, which earlier 
in its meeting had re- 
stored previously cut 
funding for the position. 
Hathaway’s five ap- 


Commission must wait un- 


meeting to learn if th 
may serve. 

The motion to “table” 
the appointments was 
made by Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos, who, con- 
tended that the incumbent 
park commissioners had 
been treated shabbily by 
not being notified that 
they were being replaced 
and by not being thanked 
for their service. 

“There should be some 
sense of dignity, some 
sense of fairness,” said 


pointees. to the Parks’. 


til the council’s Sept. 9.: 





Puches Bossidy 


in 






ne $819,000, 
sI'million gift given 
to Pittsfield last year by corporate 
titan and native son Lawrence A. 
Bossidy, was only recently moved 
out of the city’s general fund and 
into a special account earmarked 
for the city’s parks — the benefi- 
‘ciaries that Bossidy specified. 
Mayor Sara Hathaway said yes- 
terday that the matter was raised 
briefly during a public meeting 
several months ago by City Coun- 
cilor Ozias “Chuck” Vincelette of 
: ee S Ward 4, but that the precise loca- 
tion of the money was not imme- 
' diately followed up on. 

Vincelette said last night that 
he mentioned the matter again 
during an informal discussion 
several weeks after the public 
meeting and learned from G. 
Richard Bordeau, Pittsfield’s 
treasurer and director of finance, 
that the city must secure from 
donors of cash gifts a written state- 
ment of the donor’s wish to have 
both the principal gift and any 
interest it generates used for a 
specific purpose. The money may 
then be placed in a special ac- 
count. 

Letter requested 

Vincelette said that Bordeau 
also informed him and two of his 
City Council colleagues that Bos- 
sidy’s gift was not in a special 
account, and that he and Coun- 





eift put 


n special fund 
to benefit parks 


Hathaway said that the pres- 
ence of the Bossidy gift in the 
general fund was brought to her 
attention early last week by 
Bordeau. She said that she in- 
structed Bordeau to move the 
money — and any interest accrued 
on it — into a dedicated account. 

Bordeau could not be reached 
yesterday to comment on the type 
of account in which the money 
had been held or on the amount 
of interest generated. 


Funds commingled 


“Apparently, during the Doyle 
administration when the money 
was received, it was commingled 
with other city funds. ... I don’t 
know why it was put there in the 
first place,” Hathaway said. “I 
don’t know why the Doyle admin- 
istration did not segregate the 
funds. ... [The money] was a spe- 
cial gift for a special purpose and 
there certainly is no intention on 
my part to use this money for any- 
thing other than the parks.” 

Soon after the gift was received 
in September 2001, then-Mayor 
Gerald S. Doyle Jr. authorized the 
expenditure of $181,000 to replace 
obsolete park maintenance equip- 
ment. 

Discussion of how to use the 
remainder of the money has been 
stalled since last spring. In early 
April, the City Council’s Finance 
Committee recommended that a 
“communication” from Doyle 
about the gift be “filed,” effective- 


parliamentary rules or acted inap- 
propriately, 

The meetings have been calmer 
since. Scapin said yesterday that 
Tuttle’s threat “is a setback, that’s 
all. Rob has the right to do what- 
ever he wants to do.” 

Tuttle said he believes the 


“Let’s not waste the year and a 
half we have left. Let’s move 
something forward. I have had 
enough,” he said, adding that he 
won’t decide whether to run for 
another term as councilor for sev- 
eral months so that he can worry 
about “what the taxpayers need, 
not the special interests.” 

Scapin won the council presi- 
dency by a narrow 6-5 vote, edg- 
ing out Councilor at large Gerald 
M. Lee. At the time, Tuttle was 


be broadcast on Pittsfield Com- 
munity Television, which is Chan- 
nel 18 for Time Warner cable sub- 
scribers. 

Jack Dew can be reached at 
jdew@berkshireeagle.com. 


Arlos. 

Clifford J. Nilan, the 
Parks Commission’s chair- 
man and longest-tenured 
member with more than 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Mayor Sara Hathaway has decided to 
appoint an entirely new five-member 
Parks Commission. 


20 years’ service, could not be reached for comment yesterday. 

Arlos also objected to the appointments having been submitted to the 
council as a “late communication.” He said that such a move deprives 
the council of an opportunity to fully assess the matter before making 


a decision. 


Pe The council voted 8-3 in favor of tabling the appointments. The three 
no” votes were cast by City Councilors Daniel L. Bianchi, Joseph O. 


Guzzo and Ozias “Chuck” Vincelette, 





seen as the swing vote and had 
been vigorously lobbied to sup- 
port Lee. Tuttle said then that he 
had pledged his support to Scapin 


- The Pittsfield Gazette August 15, 2002° 


“T’ve made no secret of the fact that I was looking for new leadership 
on that board,” Hathaway said in a telephone interview yesterday after- 


Parks funds restored, new director appointed ' 


Stalemates, over weeds and parks ‘concurred: “Eet’Smove forward with 
department salaries ended Tuesday. them andlet’s get on the right track.” 
City councilors voted 10-1 to re- 
store $42,412 to the Fiscal Year 2003 saidhe pushed to cut the monies two 
months -ago to force the mayor to 
Councilors also unanimously en; move quickly. with a better plan for 


municipal budget. 


Councilor president Rick Scapin 


dorsed the appointment of James parks management.. - - 


McGrath as community services di- 


rector. 


this 


Councilors had cutthe money from’ personnel at the time,” he said. 


the budget during June deliberations. 
One quarter of the funds are desig- opposed adding to the city’s current 


nated for weed-harvesting opera- budget “as a matter of principle.” 


tions, the remainder forthe salary of 
the community services director, who 


oversees the parks department. 


At-large councilor Peter Arlos said 


-“We should learn ‘a lesson out of 
.... [we] didn’t have the right 


Ward 2 councilor James Arpante 


“Enoughis enough, either we have 
a budget or we don't,” he said, la- 
menting another addition “ to the tax- 
payers’ burden.” 

The appointment of McGrath to 
the community services position was 
unanimously approved. 

“Based upon the resume I see, I 
believe Mr. McGrath will be an ap- 
propriate candidate,” said ward 3 
councilor Mark Brennan. 

“He is an excellent candidate for 
the position, with an excellent back- 


New commissioners nominated 


Mayor Sara Hathaway has nominated five residents to serve as parks 


that. the $10,000 for the weed pro-- commissioners. ‘Councilors on Tuesday delayed action on the appoint- 
gram should never have been cut ments because Hathaway submitted them as part of a last-minute commu- 
and that managernent of the pro- nication that Was not on the advance agenda. 


gramat Pontoosuc Lake should never 


have been transferred. 


could not work,” he said. “You could 


not run it from City Hall.” 


the weed money for two-way radios. 


they cannot locate.” 


Ward 6 councilor Dan Bianchi said 


-“There’s no problem waiting for the next council meeting,” said at-large 


councilor Peter Arlos, who felt that the four current commissioners. should 
“I told them at the end of May this be notified and thanked before being replaced. 


dissenting. 


“We should do something like this with some sense of dignity, some 
sense of fairness,” said Arlos. The at-large councilor suggested tabling the 
Ward 4 councilor Ozias Vincelette mayor's submission and sending letters of appreciation to outgoing com- 
questioned plans to spend $1,200 of missioners Cliff Nilan, Sue Colker, Anthony Massimiano and Robert Smith. 
Arlos stressed that the delay is notintended as acomment on the mayor's 
Mayor Sara Hathaway said the new nominees, “some of [whom] are outstanding.” Councilors voted 8-3 in 
radios will replace ones “apparently favor of delaying action, with Dan Bianchi, Joe Guzzo and Ozias Vincelette 


The mayor's nominees for the commission are Mike Filpi, Jane Bresnahan, 


the weed monies are needed and it’s Gene Nadeau, Eleanor Persip and John Marchesi. 


good to see the community services 


Hathaway said that she has been considering the makeup of the commis- 
job filled. “There was never not a sion forsome time. “I have been debating with myself,” she said, “ trying to 


recognition of the importance of this put together a group of five that complements each another.” 


position to the community,” he said. 


The four current commissioners’ terms expired earlier this year. James 


At-large councilor Matt Kerwood Conant, the fifth member, stepped down in May. 
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ground for the position,” said 
Kerwood. 

Hathaway said McGrath will earn 
a salary in the $45,000 range. He is 
currently employed as a planner at 
the Berkshire, Regional Planning 
Commission. The community, ser- 
vices position has been vacant since 
December, when Bob Mellace ac- 
cepted a state environmental job. 
Hathaway appointed conservation 
agent Caleb Mitchell as acting direc- 
tor, but backed off a plan to combine 
theconservationand community ser- 
vices positions ona permanent basis. 

Scapin had lobbied for the promo- 
tion of longtime parks maintenance 
foreman Anthony Stracuzzi to the 
administrative position. 


Hathaway appoints BRPC planner 
as director of community services 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — James R. McGrath, a 
senior planner at the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission, has been named 
to the post of director of community 
services by Mayor Sara Hathaway. 

The appointment of McGrath is sub- 
ject to City Council approval, the council 
meets on Tuesday. If the council endors- 
es his appointment, McGrath would suc- 
ceed the current acting director, Caleb 


Mitchell. 


McGrath, 30, has been associated with 
the BRPC since November 1998 and has 
worked on a number of projects includ- 


ing grant preparation 


i he has 
plan for the county. Since 2000, 
been president of the Vincent J. Hebert 
Springside 
Previously; he worked for the Natural 


Arboretum = at 


~= ~~ 


technician. 


Drum, N.Y. 


and a regional 


Park. 
Conway. 


Resources Conservation Service . in. 
Greenfield as a soil conservation techni- 
cian, and with the Army Corps of 
Engineers’ environmental laboratory in 
Hubbardston as a wetland and fisheries 


From 1993 to 1996, he was employed 
by Natural Resource Consultants of 
Ashford, Conn.., implementing manage- 
ment recommendations of forest stew- 
ardship plans for private Jand owners in 
eastern Connecticut. In 1992, he was a 
forestry technician with the Army Corps 
of Engineers’ Division of Forestry at Fort 


A 1993 graduate of the University of 
Connecticut with a bachelor of science 
degree in, renewable natural resource 
management, McGrath holds a master’s 
degiee in landscape design from the 
Conway School of Landscape Design in 


position was 


January. 
More than 


has not had 


“It?s a professional growth move for 
me,” McGrath said last night. “I’m look- 
ing to broaden my horizons. If ?’m 
endorsed at the council meeting, I look 
forward to serving the city and the Parks 
Department. What attracted me to the 


the opportunity to help 


build a high-quality parks and recre- 
ation system in Pittsfield. It’s something 
I feel strongly about.” 
McGrath lives on Lenox Avenue in 
Pittsfield with his wife, Christine. The 
couple are expecting their first child in 


a few political skirmishes 


have been fought this year over the top 
spot in the Parks Department. The job. 


a full-time occupant since 


last November when Robert S. Mellace 
left to take a job with the state, and the 
PLANNER, continued on B4 
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Mayor seeks 
overhaul of 
parks board 


PARKS from Bl 


noon. “I don’t see how [the cur- 
rent commissioners] could have 
been surprised. I’m very grateful 
for their service to the city. I know 
they were in the hot seat on the 
stadium issue and on the choice 
between new minor league pro- 
posals.” 

Hathaway said there was no 
shortage of potential park com- 
missioners. 

“There was more interest in the 
Parks Commission than in any other 
board or commission in the city,” 
she said. “There are many people 
looking for an opportunity to take 
part in parks, open space and recre- 
ation planning for the city.” 

The mayor’s appointees are Jane 
Bresnahan of Lakeway Drive, 
Michael J. Filpi of Cascade Street, 
John C. Marchesi of Appleton Aven- 
ue, Eugene Nadeau of Dorchester 
Avenue and Eleanor Persip of Cen- 
tral Berkshire Boulevard. 

Marchesi has a long-standing 
association with the city’s parks, 
having served for many years as 
supervisor of recreation. 


Anxious to proceed 


Hathaway said yesterday that 
while she has “no problem” with 
the council’s decision to table the 
appointments, she is nevertheless 
“anxious to move forward.” The 
mayor cited a need to update 
Pittsfield’s open space plan, a step 
that she said will bring the city 
closer to eligibility for a wide 
range of grant awards, including 
funding from the state’s open 
space bond bill. 

“T’d love to see us get going on 
that,” she said. 

Only four of the five seats on 
the Parks Commission are cur- 
rently filled, and their occupants 
are all “holdover appointments” 
from previous administrations. 

In addition to Nilan, the incum- 
bent park commissioners are Sue 
Colker, Anthony G. Massimiano 
Jr. and Robert J. Smith. 


Mayor should be more forthright PI) b 1 Yoeavoid bein, 
Mayor Sara Hathaway may well have had 


cilor at large Matthew M. Ker- 
wood sought to have that situa- 
tion remedied. 

“T understand that what Mr. 
Bossidy has been asked to do is to 
state in another letter that he 
wants the interest to be used for 
the parks,” said Vincelette. “... 
We'll then calculate what the 
interest would have been and 
apply that to the parks as well. ... 
My belief is that this was a mis- 
understanding.” 

Hathaway yesterday declined to 
comment on any correspondence 
she received from Bossidy on the 
subject of the gift. 

“T believe that a letter was sent,” 
she said. “... I’m happy to assure 
Mr. Bossidy that we will honor his 
intention.” 

A call to. Bossidy’s office in 
Connecticut seeking comment on 
the matter was not returned yes- 
terday. 


ly killing it. In the memo, Doyle 
proposed that the Finance Com- 

’ mittee and the Parks Commission 
“work to establish an investment 
strategy and criteria for the use” 
of the gift. 

The chairman of the Finance 
Committee, City Council Presi- 
dent Richard A. Scapin, said at 
the time that he would recom- 
mend to Hathaway that she con- 
sider the matter and decide how 
to proceed in conjunction with 
the Parks Commission. 

Scapin, who is a former City 
Council liaison to the Parks Com- 
mission, said that he would sug- 
gest to the mayor that $500,000 be 
invested to produce income for 
future maintenance of the parks. 
In addition, Scapin said he would 
seek mayoral support for funding 
of items on a “wish list” produced 
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Bossidy gift in special fund 
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by the Parks Commission. The 
list includes repairs to existing 
city-owned playing fields and the 
c@nstruction of at least two oth- 
ets. 
Playing fields specified 

In a letter that accompanied his 
check for $1 million, Bossidy, a 
f@rmer senior officer of General 
Electric Co., Allied Signal Corp. 
aad Honeywell, stated his wish 
tHat the funds be spent on parks, 
specifically on playing fields. 

#“Although I would have pre- 
férred to bring organized baseball 
to Pittsfield in a new stadium, I 
am enclosing a check for $1 mil- 
lipn payable to the city but direct- 


e@ to the Parks Commission for - 


the preservation and improve- 
ment of the city’s playing fields, 
including Wahconah Park,” he 
“wrote. 

"Yesterday, Hathaway said tha’ 
she hopes to revive public discus- 
sion of uses for the gift. One of the 
first steps in that process, she 
said, will be to install “fresh lead- 
ership on some boards and com- 
missions, and parks is on the 
front burner.” 

“All of the current members of 
the Parks Commission are “hold- 
oyer” appointments from _previ- 
ous administrations. 


A \ \\\S ¥Some groups have come to me 


with requests: and proposals,” 
Hathaway said. “I’m surprised 
that the Parks Commission didn’t 
want to hold public input ses- 
sions. People should have a say in 
how to spend this money. The 
Parks Commission said that they 
know what’s needed — that’s not 
how I operate.” 

Clifford J. Nilan, chairman of 
the Parks Commission, last night 
took issue with the mayor’s char- 
acterization of the panel’s posi- 
tion. 

“The commission has always 
believed that public comment 
should be solicited, although Mr. 
Bossidy has indicated that he 
wanted the money to go to play- 
ing fields,” said Nilan.: 

Hathaway said that there should 
be no hurry to spend the money. 

“We have an opportunity here,” 
she said. “We need to have a pub- 
lic process and not just the con- 
ventional wisdom of people 
who’ve been looking at the parks 
for the past couple of years. I 
believe that many people thought 
that since there was no money for 
parks, there wasn’t any point in 
suggesting anything so they did- 
n’t bother coming forward.” 

D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 
dbahiman@berkshireeagle.com. 


g§ consumed by petty squab-_ 
bling, the-mayor will have to be a lot more 


good reason to summarily dismiss the mem. [forthright about her plans, both with the City 


bers of the Parks Commission — she claims 


sne wants more attention paid to the citys; sects 
open space plan — yet once again her methods 
undermine her objectives. In this case, she 
delivered her ultimatum and a list of new ap- 
pointments as a late communication to the City 
Council, and without giving the current park: 
commissioners the courtesy of prior notifica- 
tion. There is an air of vindictiveness lingering 
about this process; it smacks of political pay- 


offs to those opposed to 


the commission’s 


selection of a Northern League team for W: 
ah- 
conah Park. If Pittsfield’s municipal leadership 


t 


Council and with the public. 








Detente eases Pittsfield’s 
playground political spat 


Parks politics gave way to playground peace Monday evening. 
Mayor Sara Hathaway and four of herin-limbo parks commis- 


sion nominees toured the city’s recreational facilities — with city 
council president Rick Scapin among those in the party. 


Park nominees enjoy whirlwind tour 


continued from page 1 

Prospective commissioners Mike 
Filpi, John Marchesi, Gene Nadeau 
and Eleanor Persip participated in 
the whirlwind tour of select parks. 

Hathaway said that the event had 
beenscheduled “to help the prospec- 
tive parks-commissioners to become 
more familiar with the properties and 
issues, and to meet each other and 
the new director.” 

Newly appointed community ser- 
vices director Jim McGrath, parks 
maintenance foreman Tony Stracuzzi 
and conservation agent Caleb 
Mitchell participated in the tour. _ 

“Obviously this was. scheduled 
before the council’s vote [last week], 
but folks said we should go ahead 
and I thought that was great,” said 
the mayor. 

Scapin said he joined the group as 
the council's liaison to the parks com- 
mission. 

“It's a good opportunity for them 
tolearn,” hesaid. “Eventually they’ re 
all going to be parks commission- 
Cros 

The council president said he is 
not opposed to any of the mayor's 
nominations — including Jane’ 
Bresnahan, who could not attend 
Monday’s tour — but will still vote 
against appointing five commission- 
ers in one Swoop. ae 

“T will still stand strong on not 
proceeding with all at once,” said 
Scapin. 

The council president plans to vote 
Tuesday to approve three appoint- 
ments and hopes colleagues will 
again support his approach. “I want 
to ‘feather’ themin, maybe three this 
month, and twoamonth or two from 
now,” he said. 

Filpi and Persip took notes as they 
proceeded, with McGrath and 
Stracuzzi answering volleys of ques- 
tions. Marchesi, the city’s longtime 
recreation director, also answered 
many of his fellow nominees’ ques- 
tions. 

The overview proved educational 
for Filpi. 






Mayor Sara Hathaway chats with skateboarders and bicycle riders at 


the First Street Common. 


ee ca 


nominees on a whirlwind tour. 


“I thought it was wonderful,” said Hathaway, “and I was very 


pleased that Rick Scapin came along.” 


Throughout the year, Scapin has battled the mayor over parks depart- 
ment staffing and funding, most recently blocking Hathaway's nomina- 


tion of five new commissioners. _ 


At Scapin’s urging, the council last week referred the nominations 


back to the mayor. 


Hathaway has resubmitted the names for next week’s council meet- 
ing — giving councilors a third time to take action. 





Mayor Sara Hathaway and city cou 
haven't seen eye-to-eye on parks management plans, but prac- 
ticed. detente Monday as they shepherded parks commission 
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Though their nominations remain in lim 





: — : 
bo, prospective parks com- 


ia 


missioners John Marchesi, Gene Nadeau and Eleanor Persip still 
toured the city’s facilities Monday night. 


“We got a lot of good ideas as we 
went around,” he said, “but obvi- 
ously ideas cost money which isn’t 
plentiful.” 

Filpi has attended both council 
meetings waiting several hours for 
his appointment to be approved. But 
he hasn’t taken the delays person- 
ally. 

“T know how the‘system works,” 
said the former school committee 
member. “I look forward to working 
with the council and working with 
everyone whocares about the parks.” 

Nadeau also sat through the Au- 
gust meeting when his nomination 
was first submitted, only tobe tabled. 
He was out of town for last week’s 
referral back to the mayor. 

“T found out when I got home Sat- 
urday,” he said. “My first reaction 
was ‘do I still want to get involved 
with this and all the politics’?” 

Nadeau decided to stick it out, 
feeling the opportunity to help re- 
verse the parks’ decline outweighs 
the political sideshow. 

Monday’s tour took him to some 


neil president Rick Scapin 
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parks he hasn’t visited in years and 
was a reminder of work to come. 

“T learned that our parks are ina 
lot worse shape than I thought they 
were,” he said. “It’s going to be hard 
to get them back to where we want 
them.” 

As the group hopped from park to 
park — with Scapin and Hathaway 
serving as chauffeurs — McGrath 


pointed out the strengths and chal-, 


lenges of particular properties. 

He noted where neighborhood 
groups volunteer to care for particu- 
lar fields and where nocturnal prob- 
lems are a concern: 


Properly managing existing re- 


sources with reduced staff remains 
the parks department's biggest chal- 
lenge, McGrath said. 

“Before we create new fields, we 
have to maximize our existing fields,” 
he said. 

Upon arriving at the First Street 
Common, Hathaway made a beeline 
for the skateboard park, where she 
chatted with about one dozen pre- 
teens and teens. 

With Filpi taking notes, the kids 
urged the mayor to provide more, 
bigger and better-lit skating facili- 
ties. 

“T had seen some of them at the 
Youthfest [a Saturday event] but 
didn’t have a chance to chat,” said 
the mayor. 

Stracuzzi urged the commission- 
ers to make the Common a priority. 
“This park, I believe, you should put 
money into it,” he said. “It’s in the 
downtown and visible.” 

Hathaway agreed that the Com- 
mon is important, but warned the 
prospective commissioners that they 
will need to juggle varied constitu- 
encies who want to use the central 
facility — as well as the concerns of 
neighbors. 

McGrath termed the tour a suc- 
cess, telling the prospective commis- 
sioners “you've seen a nice cross- 
section of the parks and the type of 
issues you'll face.” 























Pittsfield Mayor Sara Hathaway pauses b 
talks, yesterday at Springside House. 


- Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
efore answering a budget question at one of her coffee 


Mayor makes plug for Marchesi 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Sara 
Hathaway reiterated her support 
yesterday for one of her nominees 
to the Parks Commission, a 
choice that the City Council has 
instead opted to table. 

Last month, the council ap- 
proved four of Hathaway’s five 
nominees to the five-member 
Parks Commission, but opted to 
keep one holdover, Clifford J. 
Nilan, in place. At the time, Coun- 
cilor at large Peter G. Arlos said 
Nilan would bring much-needed 
institutional memory to the panel. 

As a result, Hathaway’s nomi- 
nee, John C. Marchesi, was tabled. 
Hathaway has said she does not 
plan to return to the council and 
ask it to reconsider Marchesi’s ap- 
pointment. But yesterday she said 
she remains “1,000 percent” be- 
hind him and already considers 
him part of her inner circle of 
parks advisers, particularly on 
issues concerning open space and 
recreation. 

“I am very anxious to see [his 
appointment] and I am hoping 
that the council will even acceler- 
ate that process now that they 
have seen that the Parks Commis- 
sion is in place and has hit the 
ground running and is taking a 


fresh look at what we need to do 
with the parks,” Hathaway told a 
group of 30 residents, who had 
gathered for one of the coffee 
hours the mayor has been hosting 
throughout the month. 

“I have asked that he be a full 
participant in the discussions of 
the Parks Commission until such 
time that they grant him a vote,” 
Hathaway said. 

Marchesi, who has worked in 
the Parks Department for 46 
years, was in the audience during 
the mayor’s announcement and 
later thanked her for her contin- 
ued support. He said he plans to 
retire as an employee on Oct. 18, 
but will continue to serve the city 
by working as a volunteer in the 

parks and performing such duties 


parade and coordinating use of 
the athletic fields. 

The council had discussed de- 
laying Marchesi’s appointment 
for six months to let the other four 
new members get acquainted 
with their duties. 

“I am hopeful that that process 
will be accelerated,” Hathaway 
told the audience members. “But 
I certainly will hold the council to 
their word that it will take no 
longer than six months for this 
supposed transition that they felt 
was necessary. I think it will take 
less time than that, and I hope 
that you will put a little reminder 
on your calendar that this is the 
day the council promised they 

would put forward Mr. Marchesi’s 


BS nomination, and don’t let i 
as organizing the Halloween past that Bey: Wee 
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Del Gallo: touting music festival 
day after he sued city 


Event planner 
sues officials 


By Scott Eldzidge II 

A political activistis taking the city 
to court for alleged free speech viola- , 
tions after his plans for a music festi- 
val failed to winimmediate approval 
from city boards. 

Rinaldo Del Gallo III is suing the 
City of Pittsfield for free speech vio- 
lations after he was asked by city | 
officials to meet certain guidelines 
for “The Berkshire Music Festival on 
the Lake,” an event Del Gallo is plan- 
ning for the Berkshire Fatherhood 
Coalition. 

Inthe suit Del Gallo, as spokesman 
and attorney for the coalition, con- 
tends that city officials who have not 
granted permission for the music fes- 
tival did so illegally. He writes that 
the city violated the law by asking 
about content of speeches and lyrics 
of music. 

“The City of Pittsfield messed with 
the wrong speech and the wrong fo- 
rum,” said Del Gallo. 

City officials have asked Del Gallo 
and the Fatherhood Coalition to hire 
police officers and pay for trash re- 
moval for the festival, which is pro- 
posed at anywhere from two to four 
days long at Burbank Park. 

Del Gallo wrote: “By examining 
the purpose of the event, the bands 
that would play, thelyrics that would 
be sung and the speech that would 
be spoken, the City of Pittsfield vio- 
lated both the Massachusetts and the 
U.S. Constitution.” 

“First they want security, then they 
want police,” he said. “We can ac- 
commodate some of these [but not 
all].” Del Gallo asked city councilors 
last month for $3,000 for the festival. 

The non-profit Berkshire Father- 
hood Coalition, which Del Gallo said 
has 300 members, emphasizes the 
relationship between fathers and chil- 
dren, particularly in divorce cases. 

“T believe the suit is groundless,” 
said Mayor Sara Hathaway, who tops 
the list of 14 individuals on the list of 
defendents — which includes the city 
parks commissioners, conservation 
commissioners, police chief, parks 
director and conservation agent. 

Hathaway and parks director Jim 
McGrath declined further comment 
until the issue is resolved. 

McGrath did say, however, that 
Del Gallo’s request is again on 
Monday’s park commission meeting 
agenda. “We've received some scat- 
tered and spotty information from 
Mr. Del Gallo,” McGrath said. “He is 
on the agenda if he still wishes to 
have his event considered.” a 

Del Gallo said he plans on attend- 
ing the meeting and will submit a 
lengthy letter to the commissioners. 

“We just want to have the music 
festival, we're not really looking for 
the money,” Del Gallo said. “You 
can’t price free a out of the 
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PEDA unveils plans 


for youth sports site 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Plans are in the works 

for a youth sports facility on a former 
brownfield off Kast Street. 
. The Parks Commission got its first 
look at the project last night from 
Thomas E. Hickey Jr., executive director 
of the Pittsfield Economic Development 
Authority, which is working with the 
property’s owner, General Electric Co. 
He said that public opinion about the 
_plan will be solicited at a hearing to be 
scheduled at City Hall. 

A projected budget of about $500,000, 
funded by GE, will develop a 3.5-acre par- 
cel situated near the intersection of East 
and Newell streets into a Little League 
baseball field and a soccer field, Hickey 
said. 

Also envisioned is a sprinkler and 
drainage system for both fields, dugouts, 
a scorers’ box, bleachers, lights for night 
games and restrooms. A quarter-mile 
walking track will surround the fields. 

Plans call for access to the facility from 
Newell Street; parking for about 35 vehi- 


cles will be available, with additional bj> 


WN Ee 


parking nearby, Hickey said. 

Cost estimates for the project “are 95 
percent complete.” Hickey said it’s likely 
that PEDA will maintain the facility in 


the short term until the city can develop . 


a budget to meet the costs. Under an 
agreement with GH, Pittsfield holds a 99- 
year lease on the land. 

There was no debate concerning the 
proposal. Hickey said that PEDA will co- 
host the public meeting concerning the 
project with the Parks Commission. 

In other business last night, the com- 
mission approved a request from the 
Berkshire Black Bears for approval of a 
plan to remove the right-field bleachers 
at Wahconah Park to make room for 
expansion of the park’s picnic area. 


Fans want picnic space 


Representatives of the Black Bears 
told the commission that surveys of fans 
indicate a preference for more picnic 
space. Curt Preisser, a spokesman for the 
team, said that the bleachers’ seating 
capacity of between 175 and 250 will be 
roughly matched by chairs and picnic 


_ ™ 


PEDA unveils plans for 


youth sports site 
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table benches. 

“In addition, said Preisser, who 
Was accompanied to the meeting 
by Black Bears general manager 
Michael Kardamis, the team plans 
to spend $5,000 to refurbish the 
left-field bleachers. 

The plan did not sit well with 
David Potts, who rose during the 
portion of the meeting set aside 
for public comment to argue that 
tremoval of the right-field bleach- 
‘ers could jeopardize the park’s 
‘designation as a historic place. 

; “They're an important part of 
ithe symmetry of the park,” said 
‘Potts, who added that the bleach- 
‘ers have been in place since 1927. 
jHe said that calculation of the 
park’s seating capacity cannot 
include “plastic chairs and back- 
iyard tables.” Only “permanent 
iseating” counts, he said. 

| Potts also suggested that main- 
‘tenance of the bleachers is the 


t 
eee 
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Black Bears’ responsibility and 
that their removal could violate 
the lease agreement between the 
city and the team. 

Anthony Stracuzzi, the Parks 
Department’s maintenance fore- 
man, declared that the bleachers 
are the Parks Department’s 
responsibility and that their re- 
moval could lessen the possibility 
of injury to fans since the bleach- 
ers are old and in need of repair. 

James McGrath, the city’s 
director of community services, 
said that the bleachers “are not 
going away permanently.” He 
said they will be kept in storage 
until they can be refurbished and 
used at Wahconah Park or other 
parks. 

McGrath characterized the 
team’s proposal as an “experi- 
ment” that could be suspended if 
it appears not to be serving its pri- 
mary purpose: gncreaging fans’ 
comfort. / i) ha Js so 


_ Councilors on Tuesday ap- 
proved the appointment of four 
residents as parkcommissioners, 
but tabled action on Mayor Sara 
Hathaway’s final nominee. 


The action follows nearly two 
months of politicking, as councilors 
in August tabled Hathaway’s entire 
slate and two weeks ago referred the 
nominations back to the mayor. 

For this meeting, Hathaway sub- 
mitted the five naines individually. 

The appointments of Michael J. 
Filpi, Jane Bresnahan and Eleanor 
Persip were unanimously approved; 
the appointment of Gene Nadeau 
was then approved ona9-2 vote; and 
the appointment of John Marchesi 
was tabled on a 6-5 vote. 

Noting that some councilors 
wanted to phasein the appointments 

— initially retaining some holdovers 
from the dormant board — ward 1 
councilor Rob Tuttle asked about the 
order of the submissions. 

Council president Rick Scapin said 
“we asked the mayor to submit them 
separately and we're going to vote 
on every item separately.” 

Ward 6councilorDan Bianchi, who 
lauded each of the nominees, said 
Filpi is well known for his work asa 
school committee member, labor 
leader and community activist. 

Ward 4 councilor Ozias Vincelette 
said he would support all five nomi- 
nees though he wishes the mayor 
had not waited to make all appoint- 
ments.at once. ; 

“I do question the logic and wis- 
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Four park commissione 


New p commissioner Mike 
Filpi inspects equipment at Pitt 
Park during a tour this past week. 


dom of making these appointments 
in this manner,” he said. “I’m ex- 
tremely concerned with the lack of 
continuity and_ institutional 
memory.” 2 

Vincelette added that other boards 
are in similar situations with vacan- 
cies and holdover appointees, par- 
ticularly the PEDA board and air- 
port commission. 

Some element of continuity on 
these boards is crucial, he said, due: 
fo major ongoing projects. 

“I would like to state forthe record 
that I will not support wholesale 
changes ... new board members must 


ctober 9, 2002 . 
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be brought in over time, not all at 
once,” said Vincelette. 

After Filpi’s appointment was ap- 
proved, Bianchi termed Bresnahan - 
as a nominee with numerous at- 
tributes, including as “a mom witha 
bunch of kids who are very involved 
in the parks system.” 

Bianchi likewise lauded Persip as 
“a respected and admired teacher — 
formany, many years.” Both appoint- | 
ments passed unanimously. 

Nadeau’s appointment passed 9- 
2, with Matt Kerwood and Peter 
Marchetti opposed. i 

The appointment of Marchesi, 
whom Bianchi said has worked:for : 
the city parks for more than 50 years, 
hit an obstacle. ‘ 

At-large councilor Peter Arlos 
moved to table the appointment, in 
hopes that holdover commissioner 
Cliff Nilan could continue for an- 
other six or eight months. 

The new commissioners, said 
Arlos, “have to take on-the-job train- ; 
ing,” while Nilan has 25 years of 
knowledge of the parks. 

Arlos said Marchesi’s nomination 
could be taken off the table in May. | 
“I’m not saying leave Cliff there for- 
ever,” said Arlos. 3 

The councilor said that Hathaway 
should have proceeded with the ap- 
pointments in “an orderly manner,” 
filling them one by one. 

Arlos’ successful motion to table 
Marchesi’s appointment was sup= 
ported by Scapin, Marchetti, 4 
Kerwood, Gerald Lee and Mark 4 
Brennan. ie . 


Potts suggested from the audience that Scapin be asked to convey to the City Council 
the commission’s belief that Marchesi should be appointed to the panel. 


Parks board revisits Marchesi nomination 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — An invitation 
for comments from the public 
sparked a verbal skirmish at the 
conclusion of an otherwise rou- 
tine Parks Commission meeting 
on Monday night. 

A veteran commissioner and 
four newly appointed members of 
the panel had completed their 
agenda and were preparing to ad- 
journ when Michael Filpi, a recent 
appointee and the commission’s 
hew chairman, asked if anyone 
wished to make a comment, ac- 
cording to accounts provided by 
several people who attended the 
meeting. 

A member of the audience, 
David Potts of Pittsfield, rose to 
Suggest that City Council Presi- 


dent Richard A. Scapin, who was 
present at the meeting, be formal- 
ly asked to convey to the council 
the Parks Commission’s opinion 
that John C. Marchesi should be 
appointed to the panel, succeed- 
ing Clifford J. Nilan. 

Nilan, who has served on the 
commission for 26 years and the 
past 18 months as chairman, said 
yesterday that he left the meeting 
to fulfill a personal commitment 
just prior to Filpi’s solicitation of 
public comment. 

Kugene Nadeau, a new member 
of the commission, said in a tele- 
phone interview yesterday that he 
“picked up on” Potts’ suggestion 
and put it in the form of a motion. 
Nadeau said he is “tired of the pol- 
itics” that he said has surrounded 
Parks Commission appointments. 


“The mayor had made it known 
that she wanted to put five new 
members on the commission,” 
Nadeau said yesterday. “... In- 
itially, she was told to submit let- 
ters thanking the holdovers, She 
sent them. I considered that to be 
termination for all five members. 
For [the council] to hold up [Mar- 
chesi’s appointment], for whatev- 
er reason, I think is wrong. I don’t 
think they were right to have Cliff 
Nilan as a holdover. These are 
good people, professional people 
we have on the commission now. 
We may struggle for a bit, but I 
just thought I’d send the mes- 
sage: ‘Let’s get on with this; let’s 
put the politics behind us.” 

Nadeau said that to the best of 
his recollection, no action on his 
motion was formally recorded, 


although there was a vote, the out- 
come of which he could not recall 
precisely yesterday. 

Last month, the City Council 
endorsed four of Mayor Sara 
Hathaway’s nominees to the com- 
mission, but balked at the fifth — 
Marchesi— who isa longtime em- 
ployee of the Parks Department. 

At the urging of Councilor at 
large Peter G. Arlos, the council 
opted to table Marchesi’s appoint- 
ment and keep Nilan in place for 
at least the next six months. 

Arlos reasoned that Nilan would 
bring needed institutional memo- 
ry to the commission. 

Hathaway has said she will not 
challenge that council’s decision 
and will not ask it to reconsider 
the appointment of Marchesi, 
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Auxiliary polic 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Hagle Staff 


ITTSFIELD — Two members of the 
Ge Council are suggesting that the ee s 
recently controversial auxiliary police a 
converted into a force that patrols the 
city’s 24 parks. 

The 14-member volunteer force, which 
is most often used to direct traffic around 
special events like the Fourth of ed 
Parade, has been temporarily deactivate : 
by Police Chief Anthony J. Riello. Tha 
move came after Daniel Salzarulo, cap- 
tain of the unit, demanded that its ee 
bers be allowed to carry handguns an 
told the City Council that auxiliary offi- 
cers will not be safe on Pittsfield streets 
unless they are armed. : 

i has said that he will create a 
Be to study the role of the auxil- 
iary police and redefine their mission. He 
said he wanted to get a firmer grip on the 
unit and ensure that the members are not 


day, October 7, 2002 


Two councilors to suggest change 
in mission for controversial unit 


being placed in harm’s way when used in 
oe ee night’s City Council meet- 
ing, Council President Richard A. Wee 
and Councilor at large Matthew M. 
Kerwood will ask that the chief's commit- 
tee consider using the auxiliary officers to 
arks. 

Se ad the move would be a cost- 
effective way to satisfy the need for oe 
security in the parks and would settle the 
concerns of the auxiliary police. 

“They have come out and said they are 
not safe out there, and I think this isa 
perfect way to use our auxiliary pois? 
We can change the lettering on their vehi- 
cles to ‘Park Rangers, give them green 
uniforms and the authority to write tick- 
ets. Let’s catch these four-wheelers that 


are ripping through our parks,” Scapin 
ae their commitment to the communi- 
ty is what they vet : a let’s use them as 
lice,” he added. 
ei Councilor Robert G. Tuttle has 
already filed a petition asking that the 
auxiliary officers be armed. That eee 
was referred to the council’s public safe : 
committee, which is scheduled to mee 
Tuesday, Oct. 15, at 7 p.m. in City Hall. 
Riello and Mayor Sara Hathaway have 
both been firm in their opposition to ate 
ing the auxiliary officers. Seapin sai 
park officers in the past have not ee 
armed, so patrolling the parks would no 
require the current members to carry 


uns. oe 
een said he is backing the petition 


Thursday, October 3, 2002 


boon. 


e could patrol city parks 


he believes it should at least be 
dees when the committee reviews 
the mission of the auxiliary police. . 
“Let’ lore it. I’d like the committee 
to ee and see if it makes sense to 
reshape the auxiliary police to incorpo- 
rate this parks police concept. There are 
certainly issues within our parks, 
Kerwood said, listing a number of ae 
cerns the council has discussed in t a 
past, including vandalism and illega 
dumping. oe 
If ae council approves the petition 
from Scapin and Kerwood, it will be for- 
warded to the chief as a recommendation 
and will have no binding authority. i 
ting will be tomorrow at ‘ 
oe City Council chambers in City 
Hall. It also will be televised on Pittsfield 
Community Television’s Channel 18 for 
Time Warner subscribers. 
Jack Dew can be reached at dew @berk- 


shireeagle.com. 


on parks 


Parks Commission revisits 


i 


PARKS from B1 


whom she has described as “more , 


than qualified.” 

: While she has said there is no 
rift between her administration 
and Nilan, the mayor has. stated 
that she had long intended to 
make changes on the Parks Com- 
mission. 

, Sceapin, who attended Monday 
night’s meeting, said he urged the 
panel to retain Nilan as chairman. 

\Scapin, who served as liaison 
between the commission and the 
council, said yesterday that he 
considered Nadeau’s motion to be 
inappropriate. 

:“This Parks Commission will 
not direct the City Council on 
what to do,” Scapin said in a tele- 
phone interview yesterday. “... I 
support this commission and I'll 
fight for it and the parks, but I 
will not allow certain members to 
tell the council what it should be 
doing.” 

‘Nadeau said yesterday that he 
had not intended to appear to dic- 
tate to the City Council, but rather 
to convey to it the sentiments of 
members of the Parks Commis- 
sion. He also noted that Scapin 


nomjnation of Marchesi \v | 


had “lobbied” for the re-tention of 
Nilan on the commission. 

“Trying to impose his will onto 
us is overstepping the bounds of 
what a liaison should be doing,” 
said Nadeau. 

Also on Monday, the commis- 
sion unanimously elected Filpi as 
chairman on a voice vote. 

Filpi, who lives on Cascade 
Street, is a former member of the 
School Committee. He is a laborer 
who has served as an officer of 
Laborers Local 473. 

In addition to Filpi, Marchesi, 
and Nadeau, Hathaway’s other 
nominees to the commission are 
Jane Bresnahan and Eleanor Persip. 

D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 
dbahlman@berkshireeagle.com. 


Hathaway moving forward - 


Hathaway moving forward with agenda 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With four new mem- 
bers of the Parks Commission and a new 
director of community services, Mayor 
Sara Hathaway has seemingly put one 
political fight behind her and is pushing 
forward with an agenda for the city’s 24 
Ena and City Council President 
Richard A. Scapin had openly feuded 
over who should fill the vacant director of 
“eommunity services post, with Scapin 
backing the current parks foreman, 

Stracuzzi. 
Caesen Hathaway at first supported 
using a part-time director as a budget- 
saving measure, in August she named a 
full-time replacement, James R. Mc- 


The mayor will not challenge the council’s decision to keep Nilan on the parks 
board for now or ask it to reconsider Marchesv’s appointment. 


Grath, a former senior planner with the 
Berkshire Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, whose appointment was confirmed 
by the City Council. ; 
Hathaway last week won council 
approval of four of her nominees to the 
five-member Parks Commission, reshap- 
ing a panel that had been populated 
entirely with holdovers from the adminis- 
tration of former Mayor Gerald S. Doyle 
one council balked at her fifth nomi- 
nee, John C. Marchesi, a longtime em- 


loyee of the Parks Department. At the 
ene of Councilor at large Peter G. 
Arlos, the council opted instead to table 
Marchesi’s appointment and keep the 
current chairman, Clifford J. Nilan, in 
place for at least the next six months. 
Arlos reasoned Nilan would bring needed 
institutional memory to the commission. 
Hathaway said yesterday she will not 
challenge that council decision and will 
not ask it to reconsider Marchesi S 
appointment. While she said there is no 
rift between her administration and 


Nilan, it was clear that she is not entirely 
pleased with the council’s decision to 
keep him instead of approving her nomi- 
ot is what it is. The council made its 
reasons clear,” Hathaway said. “I made 
my request clear; I feel Mr. Marchesi is 
more than qualified and has abundant 
institutional memory.” 

Scapin said yesterday that he agreed 
with Arlos’ assessment that the commis- 
sion should have at least one holdover 
member who is aware of what has gone 


on in the parks for the past few years. “No 
matter what you think of the guy, I feel 
it’s a good move because we need a qual- 
ified person on there, and I think it is an 
asset to the parks.” 

Hathaway is eager to move forward. 
with the parks, and said she believes the 
combination of a new director and a new 
commission will “have an immediate 
effect on the parks. I think we are going 
to see a lot more of bringing the public 
into the decision-making process. 

In a September letter to the nominated 
commissioners, Michael J. Filpi, Jane 
Bresnahan, Eleanor Persip, Gene Nadeau 
and Marchesi, Hathaway sketched an 
agenda that she hopes they will take up 

once they are settled in their new roles. 
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_with agenda on city parks 


' PARKS from B1 


At the top of the list was a 
‘request that the commissioners 
» practice “judicious use. and care- 
. ful maintenance” of the city’s 
\, playing fields in an effort to “ease 
'. the annual shortage of practice 
‘ fields for summer sports 


: leagues.” 


. She asked the members to 
. update the city’s open-space plan, 
| including a “fresh discussion of 
' community goals [that] will help 
' to prioritize projects that would 
.: benefit from state or local invest-~ 


, 
ie 


ment.” : : 

Hathaway also encouraged the 
commissioners to support her 
efforts to create a universally ac- 
cessible playground in the city 
‘that could be used by handi- 
capped children and others. 

She also asked that the com- 
missioners work with the Berk- 
shire Bike Path Council to devel- 
op a. network of paths linking 
Pittsfield’s parks with other desti- 
nations. 

Jack Dew can be — 


jdew ee 





Councilors cut parks money, req 


City councilors slashed the 
parks departmentrecreation bud- 
get by 17 percent on Monday, 
while asking the mayor to allo- 
cate additional funds for the po- 
lice department. 


The council's fifth informal budget 
review session proved calmer than 
its predecessors, but still involved 
late hours, few changes and diver- 
gent logic. 

After a final “committee of the 
whole” budget meeting scheduled for 
Thursday, councilors are expected on 
Tuesday to formally vote on Mayor 
Sara Hathaway's proposed $99 mil- 
lion spending plan for the fiscal year 
that begins July 1. 

Call for courtesy 

This week’s session began with 
council president Rick Scapin mak- 
ing a plea for decorum and threaten- 
ing to eject councilors who speak out 
of turn or make unkind comments. 
“Ym hearing this city council is a 
joke,” said Scapin, when in fact “it’s 
probably one of the best city councils 
I’ve sat on.” 

The council president said “ there’s 
too much bickering, too much innu- 
endoes thrown out there, there’s too 
much talk.” 

Scapinread aloud aletter hesent to 
councilors asking them to respect 
parliamentarian rules and avoid per- 
sonal attacks. “I expect councilors to 
treat each other with respect and to 
refrain from engaging in inappropri- 
ate, harsh and mean spirited dia- 
logue,” he said. “I will not tolerate 
such behavior.” 

The decorum declaration. didn’t 
preclude politics, however, as coun- 
cilors reconsidered a section of the 
parks department budget tabled two 
weeks ago. 

Parks politics 

After several overlapping motions, 
councilors voted 7-4 to cut the appro- 
priation for the community services 
director position from $44,412 to 
$12,000. 

Councilors had balked when 
Hathaway attempted to consolidate 
this administrative position — which 
involves grant writing and long-term 
planning — with the job of conserva- 
tion agent. 

Conservation agent Caleb Mitchell 
is currently filling both jobs on an 

- acting basis. Scapin has lobbied in- 
stead to promote park maintenance 
foreman Tony Stracuzzi to the parks 
administrative job. 

Hathaway rejected Scapin’s plan. 
“She is not going to restructure at this 
time,” said Scapin. 

After the council’s earlier conten- 
tious debate over his dual jobs, 
Mitchell indicated he plans to con- 
tinue solely as conservation agent. 

“You're more of a man to say you 
can’t do it,” commended Scapin. 

But Mitchell said that rather than 
slice funding for the community ser- 
vices director position, councilors 
should realize that Hathaway's in- 
tention now “is to hire a full-time 
community services director.” 

Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo called 
for reducing the line item by $12,000 
— reflecting salary for the period he 
éstimates it would take the mayor to 
findanew community services direc- 
tor. But Scapin and ward 1 councilor 
Rob Tuttle instead pushed a plan to 
reduce the line item by $32,412, effec- 
tively eliminating the possibility of a 


full-time director unless the mayor 


comes forward later with an addi- 
tional appropriation. 

At-large councilor Gerald Lee 
warned against that approach, say- 
ing that if the council wants to en- 
sure flexibility for a compromise, 
money should be left in the account. 
“By leaving it there, we at least save 
the bookkeeping issue of coming 
back to the city council for an appro- 
priation,” he said. 

. At-large councilor Peter Arlos and 

ward 2councilor James Arpante also 
tried different approaches, target- 
ing the second administrative post 
in the parks department, the recre- 
ation director. 

Arlos called for a massive reduc- 
tion in the appropriation for that 
position, arguing that current direc- 
tor John Marchesi could retire and 
then continue on a part-time basis 
while earning the same amount be- 
cause of his pension. “He can retire 
and stay on the job with no cut in 
pay,” Arlos said. 

But Lee and at-large councilor 
Matt Kerwood said it would be in- 
appropriate to effectively require 
someone to retire. “To force him out 
at this stage in his careerisa real slap 
in the face,” said Lee. 

“No one is advocating that you 
force him out,” said Arlos. 

While Arlos wanted toleave$5,973 
in the recreation director account, 
Arpante wanted to eliminate the post 
completely by reducing thelineitem 
to one dollar. “We shouldn't pay 
somebody $41,000 a year to run a 
calendar,” said Arpante. - 

_ Other departments 

In the personnel, police and fire 
department budgets, Arlos and 
Arpante — joined once each by 
Guzzo and Tuttle — unsuccessfully 
sought to excise raises for depart- 
ment heads. 

Arpantesaidit’s nothing personal, 
but he can’t support raises for chiefs 
until other municipal employees re- 
ceive overdue salary adjustments. a 
would have felt better if you putina 
request for other people in the de- 
partment as well,” he said. 

Kerwood countered that the total 
amount for department head raises 
is just over $20,000 and “would goa 
long way in terms of improving 
morale in City Hall.” 

In another discussion, ward 6 
councilor Dan Bianchi urged fire 
chief Ray Risley to position the de- 
partment for future changes rather 
than trying to provide the exact same 
services in the same fashion as re- 
sources dwindle. 

“1 admire your stick-to-itness but 
there does not seem to be a real 
shining light at the end of the tun- 
nel,” said Bianchi. “We have to take 
a long-range look at things.” 

Arlos sought to increase the num- 
ber of rank-and-file firefighters by 
eliminating three deputy chief posi- 
tions.” You would end up with three 
more firemen and that’s what you 
need,” said Arlos. “It’s a win-win 
situation.” 

But the other ten councilors re- 
jected Arlos’ argument. “If some- 
thing is working well, I figure leave 
it the hell alone,” Arpante said ofthe 
deputy chiefs. 

Kerwood warned ofa “chain reac- 
tion” if senior positions were cut, 
ultimately leading to the lay off of 


the youngest firefighters.” “I really” 


don’t see where councilor Arlos’ 
motion has merit from a cost-sav- 
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ings perspective,” he said. 

Also during Monday's 200-minute 
meeting, ward 4 councilor Ozias 
Vincelette and at-large councilor Pe- 
ter Marchetti, pursuing themes they 
have highlighted. throughout the 
budget review, asked about capital 
budget plans and questioned several 
accounting practices. 

A discussion of police accounts 
included overview of the educational 
incentive program whereby officers 
receive up toa 30 percent salary boost 
if they hold college degrees. 

Arlos argued that the city gets re- 
imbursed partially for degrees rel- 
evant to police work, but wastes 
money by giving incentives for non- 
relevant coursework. “I have no ob- 
jection to pay for courses related to 
public safety ... but we spend mil- 
lions of dollars on courses we 
shouldn't,” he said. 

Lee pointed out that the city’s con- 
tract with the patrol officers’ union 
specifically allows the broader pay 
incentives. 

In general comments, police chief 
Anthony Riello warned that the 
department's budget is not growing 
while demands for service continue 
to increase. “The budget, it hasn't 
gone anywhere,” he said. “We're 
right at that breaking point ... we're 
stretched to the limit.” 

Pet programs 

Councilors then voted affirma- 
tively on three “wish list” items they 
want the mayor to add to the police 
budget: $7,000 for K9 unit support, 
$20,000 for additional drug enforce- 
ment; and $58,300 to restore school 
crossing guards. 


Tree bill pits. 


Trees urgently need trimming and 
removal at Deming Park —bu 


will cover the cost? 


Leaders ofthe Pittsfield South Little 
League want the city to cover 


estimated $2,700 cost — but 


strapped municipal officials aren't 


prepared to cut the check. 


The issue arose during Monday’s 
park commission meeting, with 
temporarily rejecting the re- 
quest to address the tree problem. 

“Qver the years, the trees have 
gotten worse and worse,” said Little 
League president Joe Avanzato. “It’s 
for the whole park.” 

The youth baseball league is pat- 
ticularly concerned because the trees 
the Little League field on the 


2, vote 


a safety issue 


border 
east side of the park. 


“Tf they're not taken care of, we 
may have to cancel the Little League 


season,” said Avanzato. 


Theleague has solicited two quotes 
for the tree work, each totalling 


$2,700. 


But parks maintenance foreman 
Tony Stracuzzisaid there isn’t $2,700 


in the budget for tree work. 


“T’m willing to say the department 
can putin $1,000 or $1,200 — if you 
Stracuzzi told 
‘That's 
something you can bring to your 


can throw in $1,000,” 
the Little League president. 


board,” 
Parks commissioner 


group to cover 


responsibility 


spend any of their money.” 


But Stracuzzi said fiscal realities 


must be considered. 
“We're in a bind,” 











Cliff Nilan 
objected to asking the volunteer 
some of the cost. 
“It’s our responsibility to take care 
of the trees,” said Nilan. “The city’s 
is to maintain the 
parks... They shouldn't be asked to 


he said. “The 






During their fifth informal budget 
debated nine specific cuts in Mayor 










Impact: $12,000 





Impact: $35,000 






Impact: $32,412 






Impact: $40,973 


Impact: $1,100 





impact: $1,700 
Impact: $188,598 
Impact: $1,600 


Impact: $150,000 


The “wish list” recommendations 
__which have no formal standing — 
weren't unanimously endorsed. 

Arpante said the council “has not 
shown fortitude to make necessary 
cuts in the budget,” so to recom- 
mend increases is inappropriate. 

Guzzocan‘tsee” spending money 
we don’t have.” 

In response to queries from Arlos 
related to prior budget meetings, 
Riello said he is willing to work with 
maintenance director Ernie Fortini 
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Tree prob 


whatever 
available this year. 


that’s going to fall 


review meeting on Monday, city councilors 


Sara Hathaway's proposed municipal budget. 


Gne was approved. Here's a summary of councilors’ proposed cuts and the out- 


comes. While the councilis only empowered to accept or reduce mayoral allocations, 
councilors also voted to ask that the mayor add funding for three line items. 

+ Joe Guzzo — Reduce parks community services director allocation by 30 percent 
= Peter Arlos — Reduce parks recreation director allocation by 86 percent 

* Rob Tuttle — Reduce parks community service director allocation by 70 percent 
James Arpante — Eliminate parks recreation director position 

° Peter Arlos — Eliminate proposed raise 
e James Arpante — Eliminate proposed 
. Peter Arlos — Eliminate three of four deputy fire chief positions 


e James Arpante — Eliminate proposed raise for police chief 


* Peter Arlos — Reduce police science in 






ems at Deming Park : 
city will foot the pill for needed work at this site and other parks. 


urgent safety issues addressed been notified it’s an 


funds the department has 


Avanzato said the city should put 
forward the full funds. “I can t be- 
lieve there’s a [city] councilor who 
wouldnt support taking a tree down 
fon a kid],” he 


uest police increases 
SWINGING THE BUDGET AX 








Outcome: Failed on 5-6 vote 
Outcome: Failed on 3-8 vote 
Outcome: Approved on 7-4 vote 


Outcome: Failed on 4-7 vote 


for personnel director 
Outcome: Failed on 3-8 vote 


raise for fire chief 
Outcome: Failed on 3-8 vote 


Outcome: Failed on 1-70 vote 
Outcome: Failed on 2-9 vote 


centive allocation by 20 percent 
Outcome: Failed on 1-10 vote 





to reopen public restrooms —.abso- 
lutely, positively” — but that he 
doesn’t have the resources to super- 
vise them. 

Riello also confirmed, as Arlos had 
stated last week, that he would like 
to have the parking control officers 
returned to the police department. 
The positions were shifted to the 
maintenance department by former 
Mayor Gerald Doyle, Jr. “There was 
history behind that move,” said 
Riello ~—- 


———— 
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ed questions of whethe 
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ave rails 






with said, “We've 
unsafe situation... the city has 
put on notice. I'm sure there's 
money somewhere.” 


Stracuzzi 


quests. 

























rthe 


been 
some 


cautioned that scraping 
together funds for the Deming tree 
problem would lead to other re- 


“We should do what we can,” he 





ets are tight and they are oing said. 
pects pany eg ek Parks commissioner Jane cee “but ae goingto get ait 
a i agreed “those trees are Bresnahan agreed “it's our responsi- other people coming 1 
APNOURE Mf oul oN wi aenipatbles nare* but he added bility” but the said the dilemma is about dead ee ee tase? 
en i} ai sane? “san " ul isn’ inthe city in probably just as 
eat HWA Sat writing if they can’t attend the meeting. aN it’s a matter of money. there isn’t lots of money: down ek yinp yj 
Pitt fi ld the parks department, at 499-9343, for more Joe Skutnik, vice president of the there. ‘ ie one cman ene ne 
S le information. : j . South: Little League, said he under- Stracuzzi suggested tapping _Nilan said t at the a e one 
The Berkshire Black Bears are hoping to stands that the city isn’t rich, but money from a parks: gift funded by tions at aes eae a Sc a 
boost tickets sales for next season while sup- stressed neither is the volunteer Larry Bossidy. “It's safety fora field); mentiounmecia > = ‘a ihe 
porting local charities. The Northeast League group. ifthe commission feels it’sthatmuch for a vote to trim an goer i 
baseball franchise, which plays its home games “I'm a little bit surprised at the of priority,” he said. . trees at a cost not to exceed tne esti- 
By Anthony Fyden at Wahconah Park, has unveiled its 2003 perception wehavealotin our kitty,” But Bresnahan said plans for that mated $2,700. 


What can you do with $1 million? The 
city’s parks department is hosting a public 
input session on December 4 to determine 
what to do with the remainder of a $1 million 
donation from Larry Bossidy, a Pittsfield 
native and former Honeywell CEO. The 

_ money is a sort of consolation prize from 


The motion failed 2-3, with Nilan 
and Bresnahan calling for the expen- 
diture. 

Filpi said he wants the trees re- 
moved but “my concern is budget- 
ary issues when we're not sure what | 
we have.” 


fund remain unclear. 
“Until we have a plan for the 
Bossidy money, i 


“Bonus Book Program.” 

The book includes six grandstand tickets 
valued at $5 each, which sell for $25, with half 
the money going to local charities. Fans can 
buy the books directly from the Black Bears 
with 50 percent of the money going the United 
Way of the Berkshires. Or, local organiza- 


he said. The youth baseball league 
covers many expenses without ex- 
pecting city funds. “We don’t come 
to the parks commission to repair 
our scoreboard.” 

Furthermore, many other groups 


it’'snot wise to take it 

a piece at a time,” she said. 
Avanzato said inaction could 

prove hazardous. “When a tree falls 


Bossidy, who had hoped to field a minor ici andleagues utilize Deming Park. onsomeels there, everyone is g1n oe inte ene 
Se ee eed opwgtdiunin te aol tng books andkeep 50 eae Se ee rchainman Mike tosay why didnt the ty 2osome 4 TTT ee 
city, a plan that was rejected by voters. money raised Suse Filpi said the Little League isn't be- thing,” hesaid. ao ne Se Pes sé ie 
: : : : 7 5 UAT o! ; j i i i i ea 10) D : 
While the gift was earmarked to improve The Black Bears organization is now seek- ing singled out, “We re not iryIng fa europe ine F ‘ would 


city: playing fields, that designation leaves 
enough leeway for some serious debate, espe- 
cially for a cash-strapped city such as Pitts- 
field. Many people believe that city parks 
have fallen into disrepair in recent years be- 
cause of scant available funds. Some of the 
original $1 million gift has already been spent 
on park projects, with about $800,000 re- 
maining. 

The input session will be held on Wednes- 
day, Dec. 4 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in City 
Council Chambersat City Hall on Allen Street, 
where individuals will be given a few minutes 
to present their ideas. Interested individuals 
or groups can also submit their proposals in 


point the finger,” he said. said parks officials need to find the Filpi said that commissioners at 
Filpi suggested the project could necessary money. research the Deming ee and _§ 
be done in phases, with the most “It sounds like a safety issue,” he perhaps address it in two weeks. 


ing local groups that want to get on board. For 
more information, call 448-2255. 


=, —=— ew, 
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Park politics replayed 
New commission convenes, Dut games continue 


The city’s newly reconfigured 
arks commission convened for 
the first time Monday, dusting |= 
offoldideas while trying to shake 
off old politics. . | 
During the first official parks meet- _ 
ing since July, fournew commission- j~ 
ers and one “holdover” former com> 
missioner unanimously elected Mike 
Filpi as chairman. 

Filpi vowed to run open, respect- 
ful meetings, but the fractious forces 
gathered at Springside House soon 
tested his mettle. 

“This is nothow I hoped this meet- 
ing was going to go/" the new chat 
man concluded as the 70-minute ses- 

ion adjourned. 

The Peace now includes 
Filpi, Gene Nadeau, Eleanor Persip 
and Jane Bresnahan—mayoral nom: 
nees who were stuck in limbo. for 
three city council meetings before 
ing confirmed. 
ies s also Cliff Nilan, with more 
than two decades of volunteer ser- 
vice on the commission, but whose 
term expired in May. Hathaway ef- 
fectively removed Nilan from the 
commission by nominating John: 
Marchesi for the fifth slot, but a ma- 
jority of city councilors led by coun- 



























comm iff Nit comer Jane 

—<ion volunteer Cliff Nilan and newcome’ 

ident Ri i de- Veteran parks commission alte 

i dent Rick Scapin have ere a 
cau act on Marchesi’s nomina- Bresnahan were among those p ies By aioe 


io erged ina new ! 
battled parks ore Oe oe 


tion, purposely extending Nilan’s ie 
“holdover” tenure. ( form. sate Filpi said = 
is acon vat wonday Mee Scapin — attending the session In 


“Ty sbeen divisive,” Filpi said after 
being elected chairman. — ; SS 

Filpi said that no one In the room ur 
cent controversies. elect 
owball that went urged t 


k out half of: 


sioners, the smallcrowdat Monday s a 
meeting included Marchesi and 


rds 
in, who shared charged wo a 
ee session’s end. Also in atten- revelled in the re 


ityservices “It became a Sn 
| dance were new commun : 
| director James McGrath and parks down the hill and.too 


| nai foreman Tony town,” he said. 
St eal wanted to But those who gathered Monday 


i . 1 ; 
| zzi, whom Scapin : : arks 
yeas the position for which share a desire to recapture the p 

E 


; ‘i t- 
Hathaway ultimately selected past glories and build toward a be 


peers , 
\Public input 
soughton 
Bossidy Bucks 
ossidy Bucks 
The public next month can 
help determine the futur f 
the Bossidy Bucks. me 

On December 4, the parks com 
mission will host an open meeting, 
at 7 p.m. to. accept input on how 
the remainder of a $1 million do- 
nation from Larry Bossidy should 
be expended <i 

“} think we'll have people come - 
out of the woodwork,” said com-_ 
missioner Jane Bresnahan. 

Toaccommodate theanticipated 
crowd and to allow alive commu- 
nity access telecast, the commis- 
sion will hold the meeting at City 
Hallinstead ofits usual Springside 
House base. 

After abandoning plans to pur- 
chasea minor league baseballteam 
last September, Bossidy presented 
the city with a $1 million gift. 

While officials promptly spent 
$181,000 for parks maintenance 
vehiclesand equipment purchases, 


See PARKS page 17 © 


he election of Nilan. 


this time to have ac r 
is very knowled eable. 

































City councilor tries 


to gét vote on stalled 
parks board nominee 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — While Mayor Sara 
Hathaway’s final appointment to the 
Parks Commission is still idling in leg- 
islative limbo, one city councilor said he 
plans to keep pushing the nomination 
until his colleagues vote it up or down. 

Ward 1 Councilor Robert G. Tuttle said 
he is tired of the games being played with 
volunteers willing to serve on city com- 
missions and feels the council’s political 
squabbles are needlessly hurting people 
willing to donate their time to Pittsfield. 


Tabled since September 


At Tuesday night’s council meeting, 
Tuttle tried to bring the mayor’s appoint- 
ment of John Marchesi to the five-mem- 





‘What kind of game are 
we playing with 
[Marchesi]? ... I believe 
there has to be a 
hidden agenda that’s 
keeping him off the 
Parks Commission.’ 





just haven’t figured out what it is yet.” é | 
While some have reasoned that keep- 
ing Nilan on the commission preserves 


le as council liaison 
ged the commissioners not to 
Filpi as chairman. Instead he 


“This is a brand new committee,’ 
said Scapin. “I feel itis appropriate at 
hairperson who 


See POLITICS page 7 © 
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Politics still entangle parks board 


continued from page 1 

But Nilan supported the selection 
of Filpi. “Congratulations, Mike,” he 
said. Nilan praised several of Filpi’s 
ideas. 

The commission identified several 
organizational goals, including an 
updated survey to see what residents 
want from the parks and revisions to 
the outdated master plan for the sys- 
tem. 

“Tt’s in our best interests to update 
our open space and recreation plan,” 
said McGrath. 

The newly installed community 
services director said that the city’s 
plan hasn’t been updated since 1994, 
limiting opportunities for grants. 

“This is something that’s on my 
radar screen, it’s certainly on the 
mayor's,” he said. “We don’t have to 
do the whole plan over, we really 
need-to update the goals and objec- 
tives and analysis of needs.” 

An updated plan qualifies the city 
for urban self help grants from the 
state. “We can seek other sources as 
well,” said McGrath. 

Filpi touted conducting a fresh 
survey of residents to gauge how 
parks are being used and what needs 
to be done. 

“We need to see if we are going in 
the right direction,” he said. 

Nilan said that updating past ef- 
forts is a good idea. He suggested 
looking in new directions as well, 
particularly to see if residents would 
support user fees to help maintain 
prime properties such as Burbank 
Park. 

“Let's see how they feel‘about it,” 
said Nilan. 

Filpiidentified three park goals he 
thinks the city needs to address, in- 
cluding better facilities forinline skat- 
ers; a trail or track for BMX/ dirt bikes; 
anda fully accessible playground for 
physically challenged children. 

Persip wants to ensure that the 
parks don’t prioritize organized ath- 
letics at the expense of programming 
for other kids. ; 

“We need to get back to the point 
where we're not just serving the 
gifted,” she said. 

Bossidy money 

One tool to help achieve these goals 

is the remainder of $1 million that 





Bossidy Bucks will be subject of parks hearing 


is that Bossidy “wanted us to direct — 


continued from page 1 


Larry Bossidy donated to the park 
‘system last year. 

Bresnahan proposed that the 
Bossidy fund bea topic for the board’s 
next meeting. 

McGrath said that $181,000 has 
been spent so far from the gift, pri- 
marily for vehicles-and equipment. 
The fund has accrued nearly $17,000 
of interest, bringing it up to $835,985 
as of August 31. 

“T hope this commission stays on 
top of this money,” said Scapin. “It’s 
for the parks.” 

The council presidentalso reported 
that a dispute over the accumulation 
of interest has been resolved. “It’s 
now back with the Bossidy fund,” he 
said. 

McGrath said that developing firm 
procedures and criteria for the 
Bossidy money can tie into updating 
the recreation plan. “This can be a 
tandem planning process,” he said. 

Filpi cautioned that the commis- 
sion can’t seek to add new parks or 
programs without provisions for 
staffing and maintenance. 

The governance of the commis- 
sion generated debate, with Nadeau 
seeking to rescind a rule prior com- 
missioners enacted empowering the 
chairman to make rulings and deci- 
sions between meetings. 

Nilan said that this rule allows 
last-minute civic events to take place 
with the chairman, as necessary, con- 
sulting other commissioners. 

Nadeau accepted a compromise 
suggested by Bresnahan, allowing 
the chairman to make between-meet- 
ings decisions in conjunction with 
the community services director. 

Sparks ensued after, — with. the 
agenda complete — Nilan left the 
session to attend a family commit- 
ment. 

Filpi opened the meeting to public 
comment, prompting David Potts to 
ask the commission to consider tak- 
ing a vote to ask the city council to 
take Marchesi’s appointment off its 
“tabled business” and approve his 
nomination. 

Marchesi, who is retiring this 
month after 45 years in the parks 
department, said he’s ready to serve 
as a volunteer commissioner. 

“T came here tonight in case there 


erly maintained playing fields.” 


The impasse was complicated by 


was something you wanted to 
know,” he said. “If there’s anything 
you guys want to know, I’m the one 
to ask.” 

Marchesi said the parks depart- 
ment needs strong advocacy as its 
staff has been cut from 22 to four 
people and its budget slashed two 
thirds. 

“Ym surprised we're still in exist- 
ence,” he said. : 

Nadeau called for a vote asking 
the council to immediately consider 


_Marchesi’s appointment, seeking to 


aim Nilan’s holdover status. Nadeau 
said he “felt a little uncomfortable 
sitting here with a commissioner 
whose [appointment] has been ter- 
minated.” 

Unfair ambush? 

Scapin supports keeping Marchesi 
off the commission for now. He 
termed Nadeau’s motioninterference 
in city council operations and unfair _ 
toNilan. 

“To sit there and say you have a 
problem with a guy who has been 
here for 25 yearsis kind ofinsulting,” 
he said to Nadeau. 

Scapin said the commission needs 
“to get its feet wet” and that he won't 
support considering Marchesi’s ap- 
pointment at this time. 

The council president also stated 


that it would be a conflict of interest ~ 


for Marchesi to serve because his 
paid tenure asa municipal employee 
is not technically over. Potts and 
Marchesi dispute that assertion, say- 
ing that the state ethics commission 
has indicated there is no conflict. -— 

With the tenor turning tenser, 
Bresnahan and Filpi urged diplo- 
macy. 

“We're discussing hearsay,” said 
Filpi. 

“This is an inappropriate discus- 
sion,” said Bresnahan. 

Filpisaid that the commission must 
pull itself away from the politics of 
City Hall and focus on the parks. For 
the time being, he said, input from 
Marchesi and any other members of 
the public will be welcome at com- 
mission meetings if it is respectfully 
provided. “This will just create a big- 


The reconfigured commission’s 


ger hornets nest,” Filpi said. 


second meeting will be October 21. 


Parks appointment 
remains tabled 


A parliamentary maneuver failed 
Tuesday. : 
Ward 1 councilor Rob Tuttle tried 


unsuccessfully to remove a disputed 1 


item from the council’s “tabled” 
agenda. 


Withat-large councilor Gerald Lee 


absent, Tuttle sought to remove the 
delayed appointment of John 
Marchesi to the parks commission 
from the “table.” 

Peter Arlos obiected due to Lee’s 
absence. “That’s an unfair motion... 
we don’t run a sucker punch on our 
fellow council members,” he said. 

Tuttle said the council shouldn’t 
have tabled Marchesi’sappointment. 
“Tt’s apparent to me the new [parks] 
commissioners are perfectly capable 
of handling things,” he said. “We 





3 yyy >E>"~ 


kept the guy off who had the most . 


experience.” 
Council president Rick Scapin, 


who pushed to table Marchesi’s ap- 
pointment for six months to allow © 
veteran commissioner Cliff Nilan to 


continue his service, opposed Tuttle’s 
move. 

“With this being such an impor- 
tant commission... it’s fair that every 


councilor is here to vote his opin- ~ 


ion,” said Scapin. 

The motion to remove the item 
from the inactive part of the agenda 
failed on a 5-5 vote. Joining Tuttle in 


favor ofaction were Ozias Vincelette, hi 


Joe Guzzo, Jim Arpanta and Yan. 1 
Bianchi. \ l Aas 3%, 


cwre rT 
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crued, putting the balance at about 
$840,000. 


the fate of the rest of the money 
emerged as a political hot potato. 

Bossidy’s initial letter to the city 
merely stated that the money be “di- 
rected to the parks commission for 
the preservation and improvement 
of the city’s playing fields including 
Wahconah Park if [commissioner] 
Cliff Nilan deems appropriate.” 

In July, Bossidy sent a second let- 
ter to the city urging that all the money 
be spent as requested in the parks: “I 
realize that Pittsfield faces many fi- 
nancial challenges, however I would 
hope that the youth of the city would 
be allowed the joy and contentment mayor stated in July. 
offered by wellconstructedandprop- _ Nearly $20,000 of interest has ac- 


Seon t my a e e ¥ = 


City councilors have been part of 
the debate: some want the bulk of the 
money invested in an endowment 
account to support the parks over 
time, while others want more spent 
sooner. 

The mayoris pleased that the com- 
mission is planning to formally gar- 
ner publicinput. “That’s very impor- 
tant to me,” she said. “I think the 
parks commission is doing a good 
job of allowing people to participate 
... and I think it’s important there are 
public sessions before any final deci- 
sions are made.” 

Hathaway said her interpretation 


reports that interest on the money 
may have been diverted to general 
city accounts, though Mayor Sara 
Hathaway said this reflected a mis- 
understanding. 

Hathaway said that money from 
designated accounts routinely accu- 
mulates in a main city account and 
then is reappropriated to the source 
account. “There was no sloppy book- 
keeping or underhanded attempt to 
use this wonderful gift or the interest 
it generated for any purpose other 
than that specified by the donor,” the 


{The mayor] wouldn’t give it to us. ... We 
want to tear down the wall of secrecy.’ 


Arlos needs state assistance 
to get copy of Bossidy letter 


[themoney] tothe projects that would 
be the most beneficial to young 
people’s recreation.” 

The mayor wants officials to care- 


fully weigh methods to maximize _ 


the funds. 

“It’s clear to me that part of the 
consideration of how we spend the 
money has to be based on can we 
leverage other funds with this gener- 


ous gift,” she said. “I think the an-_. 


swer is yes... there are programs we 
should look into.” 

For example, Hathaway wants to 
explore projects where portions of 
the Bossidy money can be used as a 
“match” for state “urban self-help” 
grants, thereby doubling the impact. 

The mayor has one specific project 
she hopes comes to fruition: a long- 
discussed playground specially de- 


signed for disabled children. “It | 


would be a wonderful resource for — 


families and make us a regional at- 
traction,” she said. 

At its final meeting in July, the 
prior parks commission identified 
several fields in need of investment. 

Mike Filpi, the current chairman 
of the commission, said that these 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — For the second 
time this year, Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos has enlisted the help 
of the secretary of state’s office to pry 
documents from Mayor Sara Hatha- 
way’s office, a fact that Arlos says is 
more evidence of the poor relation- 
ship between the council and mayor. 


The latest request was to see a copy . 


of a letter sent from Lawrence A. Bos- 
sidy, the former CEO of Honeywell 
Inc., to Hathaway in July. In the let- 


ter, Bossidy expressed concern over 
how $1 million he donated to the 
city’s parks was being used. 

Bossidy, a Pittsfield native, wrote: 
‘Despite the fact that some playing 
fields are apparently in disrepair, I 
now learn that your administration is 
contemplating skimming the interest 
earned on the donation for the bene- 
fit of the city’s general fund. While I 
won’t contend the legality of this pos- 
sibility, it is certainly contrary to the 
intent of the bequest.” 


ARLOS, continued on B8 © 


iy lew 





ARLOS from Bl 


Arlos uses state assistance to r 


councilors a copy of the letter. 


account. 


eveal let 


the money moved into a special 


ba 
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ideas present a starting point. He 
plans to coordinate site visits to the 
identified fields. 

, Filpi also stressed that whatever 
fields are upgraded or projects un- 
dertaken, there will be some sacri- 
fices. “There will be downtime when 
they can’t be used,” he said. “You 


can’t plant grassin Aprilandplayon . 


it a few months later 
“fields that will need to be shut down 
for a while.” es ae 
Asthecommission prepares to hear 
“wish lists” from the public, com- 
~ missionersare stressing that residents 
' need to understand that work will be 
phased-in based on maximizing im- 
pact on the:parks. 


_ “Tt'simportanttotell peopleahead | 


of time there are specific require- 
ments for this money,” said Cliff 
Nilan. ~ 


.. there are’ : 


| 


i 









Parks board 


sets discussion 
on Bossidy gift 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks 
Commission will host a public 
discussion next week to solicit 
ideas on potential uses for Larry 
Bossidy’s donation to the city. 

Bossidy, a Pittsfield native and 
former chairman and CEO of 
Honeywell International Inc., 
donated $1 million to the city last 
year to maintain and upgrade the 
playing fields in the city’s parks 


system. 


About $819,000 remains from 
the original gift, which is being 
managed by the Berkshire Ta- 
conic Community Foundation of ' 
Great Barrington. About $181,000 
was spent last year to replace 
obsolete maintenance equipment 


for the parks. 


Current priorities for extensive 
repair are Deming Field, the 
Benedict Babe Ruth Field and 
both soccer fields at Kirvin Park. 

‘The Parks Commission plans 
public hearings at least once a 
year, during which various groups 
that use the parks can make their 
pitch on how the funds should be 


used. 


Only the mayor and the City 
Council can authorize spending ~ 
public funds on the parks. 

The meeting will be held Wed- 
nesday, Dec. 4, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
in the City Council chambers at 


City Hall. 


Individuals and represented 
organizations will be given a brief 
opportunity of no more than two 
to three minutes each to present 


their ideas. 


Those who are unable to attend 
may send a letter outlining their 
proposals to the Parks Commis- 
sion, 874 North St., Pittsfield, MA 
01201 by Dec. 3. Letters may also 


be faxed to 448-2867. 


Though the gift was earmarked 
for the preservation and improve- 
ment of the city’s playing fields, 
other park improveme 


will be eae | 






ber Parks Commission up for a vote; the 
nomination has been tabled since 
September, when the council approved 
four of Hathaway’s five nominations but 
refused to replace longtime member 
Clifford J. Nilan on the panel. 

On Tuesday, Tuttle’s effort to take the 
nomination off the table failed when the 
council deadlocked with a 5-to-5 vote. 
Councilor at large Gerald M. Lée was 
absent from the meeting, and it requires 
support from six of 11 members to resur- 
rect a tabled item. 

Tuttle said in an interview that he 
plans to bring up Marchesi’s nomination 
at every future City Council meeting 
until it is either approved or rejected. 

“T believe we owe it to the man. If we 
don’t want him, let’s vote on it. This is the 
only town that makes volunteers jump 




























some of the panel’s institutional memory, 
Tuttle said that Marchesi, a parks em- 
ployee for 46 years, has sufficient experi- 
ence to replace Nilan. 

Mayor gauging support 

Hathaway said yesterday that she was 
not aware of Tuttle’s plans to bring 
Marchesi’s nomination forward but has 
been talking to some councilors about the 
appointment, trying to gauge whether it 
has enough support to pass. : 

“I want to see Mr. Marchesi’s appoint- 
ment go forward ... [but] I am not sure 
that bringing it up in the meeting without 
doing the communication behind the 
scenes is going to be 100 percent effec- 
tive, but I am grateful for Mr. Tuttle’s 
enthusiasm,” Hathaway said. 

“T don’t want to put Mr. Marchesi 
through another kangaroo court. I would 


According to a notation on the 
letter, a copy was sent to Clifford 
J. Nilan, who was at the time 
chairman of the city’s Parks Com- 
mission. 

While Bossidy’s concerns were 
publicly known and debated in 
July, his letter to Hathaway was 
not widely seen. When the City 
Council recently took an interest 
in the letter and asked for a copy 
of it, Hathaway did not release it. 


Formal request in October 


Arlos sent the mayor a formal 
request for the letter on Oct. 15 
and, 10 days later, wrote to the 
‘secretary of state’s office. On 
Thursday, Hathaway sent all 11 


“She wouldn’t give it to us,” 
Arlos said yesterday. “The fact is 
that you have to have information 
to function: We have to know 
what is on [Bossidy’s] mind. We 
want to tear down the wall of 
secrecy.” 

The underlying issue — how 
the $1 million Bossidy had donat- 
ed was being used — was resolved 
in July. When Bossidy made the 
gift in 2001, it was deposited into 
the city’s general fund, where it 
remained, minus about $200,000 
used to buy a number of pieces of 
maintenance equipment for the 
parks. After Bossidy expressed. 
concern over how the interest 
might be spent, Hathaway had 


Efforts to reach the mayor for 
comment were unsuccessful yes- 
terday. 

The relationship between the. 
council and mayor has been rocky 
for months, with the council 
accusing the mayor of failing to 
communicate with its members 
and the mayor saying the council 
is exceeding the bounds of its 
authority and meddling in the 
responsibilities of the executive 
branch. 

Arlos, a constant critic of Hath- 
away’s administration, has now 
“twice sought help from the secre- 
tary of state’s office to obtain doc- 
uments V2 thaway. 
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ae hoops and humiliates them,” Tuttle 
said. 

‘What kind of game are we playing 
with this guy? I don’t know Marchesi at 
all, but it just seems like an odd thing. I 
yelieve there has to be a hidden agenda 
that’s keeping him off the commission; I 


like to be sure that all of the votes are 
going to be there,” she added. 

Marchesi, who recently retired from 
the Parks Department, could not be } 
reached yesterday for comment. 

Jack Dew can be reached at Thea = 


shireeagle.com. }} \ fc by 


now ee RL 


While expecting to be bombarded | 
with suggestions —.most of which 
may be worthy but not necessarily 
priorities — the commissioners said 
they want to get the publicinvolved. © 

"The earlier the better,” said 
Eleanor Persip. 

Community services director © 
James McGrath stresses that none of 
the remaining money is spoken for 





“We want to have public input to 
gather information,” he said. “We'll 
see what people say and then we'll” 
hammer it all out.” 
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Marchesi is the problem, not victim 


To the Editor of the EAGLE:- 

In response to the Dec. 2 letter, 
“Marchesi true victim” by David 
Potts, I’d ask whether Mr. Potts is 
now trying to lead us to believe 
that he is an authority on govern- 
ment rules and procedures. Mr. 
Potts should also know that noth- 
ing is “inevitable,” as he said in 
his letter, when it comes to Mr. 
Marchesi. Once again, Mr. Potts 
has only done half his homework. 

Since moving into the Spring- 
side House in 1994 I have watched 
the recreation programs of the 
Parks Department deteriorate at a 
very steady rate. Mr. Marchesi, 
who is supposed to be the “guru” 
of the recreation department, has 
allowed a very vibrant recreation 
program to slowly and steadily 
decline under his leadership. He 
has allowed the Little League, 
Babe Ruth, girls’ softball, and all 
other aspects of recreation to. fal- 
ter under ‘his leadership. This is 
only one park, Pitt Park, open in 
the summer with park leaders to 
direct children and activities. All 
the other parks, Clapp, Deming, 
Common, etc., have been left 
unstaffed under his direction. 
The children who use these parks 
deserve better. 

Yes, John Marchesi was at one 
time a competent recreation di- 
rector, under the leadership of 
then Superintendent Vin Hebert. 
Unfortunately, John’s time has 
come and gone. People need to 
look at his record, from the time 
Vin Hebert retired until this year, 
when John retired. This will 
show, without any doubt, that 


recreation in the city of Pittsfield 
has come to a standstill. If Mr. 
Potts had bothered to visit any of 
our parks in the last 30 to 40-years 
he would earac hat has been 
taking place. / Doe 

Back in 1991, whi eas | Aitie 
Wojtkowski locked Mr. Marchesi 
out of his office at the Parks 
Department, it was reported in 
The Eagle that recreation pro- 
grams “lacked the leadership and 
energy that was needed to bring 
new ideas and planning to a recre- 
ation program.” Granted, the 
recreation department, as well as 
other departments, were being 
devastated by Proposition 2 4/2 
and budget cuts. But Mr. Mar- 
chesi, who should have been fight- 
ing tooth and nail to save these 
programs, chose to do nothing. 

Well, that lack of leadership and 
energy has continued for 11 or 
more years and has taken a sig- 
nificant toll on the once vibrant 
and healthy youth programs of 
this city. Do the citizens of 
Pittsfield really need a park com- 
missioner who has proven to be 
lacking in leadership, energy, 
innovation and motivation to 
keep or implement new ideas and 
programs for the citizens and 
youth of our city? Do the citizens 
of Pittsfield neéd a park commis- 
sioner who is going to continue in 
his set ways, allowing these parks 
to die an even slower death? The 
true victim here is certainly not 
Mr. Marchesi, as Mr. Potts stated, 
but the youth of this city. 

TOM GUINAN 
Pittsfield, Dec. 11,2002 ~ 





Park Square 


Suggestions for use of 
Bossidy funds pour in 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — More than a 
dozen people addressed the Parks 
Commission last night with sug- 
gestions and proposals for the use 
of Lawrence A. Bossidy’s dona- 
tion to the city. 

Bossidy, a Pittsfield native and 
former chairman and CEO of 
Honeywell International Inc., do- 
nated $1 million to Pittsfield last 
year to maintain and upgrade the 
playing fields in the city’s parks 
system. 

After an expenditure of about 
$181,000 on new maintenance 
equipment for the parks, some 


}S a 


$839,929 remains from the origi- 
nal gift. The funds are in an inter- 
est-bearing bank money market 
account; not, as previously report- 
ed, under the management of the 
Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation. 

Parks Commission Chairman 
Michael Filpi said that the com- 
mission will consider what it 
heard at last night’s meeting, 
then ‘forward its recommenda- 
tions to Mayor Sara Hathaway, 
who will decide how to allocate 
the funds. 

Many of those who addressed 


PARKS, continued on B4 center. 


Parks board hears ideas 


PARKS from B1 


from K-B Toys to advance the 
project. 


the commission last night urged 
strict adherence to Bossidy’s stat- 
ed desire to see the money used 
for improvement and mainte- 
nance of playing fields. 

There were, however, other 
ideas. They included: 

» Constructing a handicapped- 
accessible playground. Ken Sing- 
er, a member of the Berkshire 
County Boundless Playground 
Committee, said that such a park 
would cover about 12,000 square 
feet and would cost about 
$150,000. The committee has re- 
ceived $5,000 in “seed money” 


» Installing a lacrosse field at 
Springside Park. Mark Pallos: 
told the commission that lacrosse 
is growing in popularity among 
young people. 

» Constructing a “community 
boathouse” at Burbank Park. The 
2,400-square-foot boathouse, pro- 
posed by the Berkshire Rowing 
and Sculling Society, would be 
situated on a grassy area north of 
the city bathhouse on Onota 
Lake. It would be used to store 
rowing shells of various sizes and 
would also feature locker rooms 
and indoor rowing machines. 

Lewis C. Cuyler, who repre- 


nuptials OK’d 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The ‘Park 
Square wedding is on.’ 

Reversing a decision it made in 
November, the Parks Commis- 
sion last night granted a Pittsfield 
couple’s request for permission to 
be married in the city’s most visi- 
ble park next July. 

“Thank you. ... We didn’t mean 
to create so much work for every- 
body,” Allen Harris told the com- 
mission. ; 

Harris and his fiancee, Stacey 
Carver, had sought permission to 
host between 20 and 30 guests at 
their wedding ceremony at Park 
Square next summer. They plan 
to hold their wedding reception at 
the Crowne Plaza. 

Last month, citing concerns 
about liability and traffic safety, 
the Parks Commission turned 
down the couple’s request. The 
vote was two in favor and three 
opposed. 


Conditions attached 


The commission’s approval was 
conditional on the couple’s assent 
to what could be characterized as 
a prenuptial agreement with city 
officials. The agreement will deal 


with such matters as liability. 


insurance “riders” and the possi- 
ble hiring of an off-duty police 
officer. 

Harris and Carver have previ- 
ously stated their willingness to 
meet expenses associated with 
liability insurance. They also 
have offered to put down a de- 
posit to cover any damage. 

“Congratulations,” Parks Com- 


Board nixes wedding 
yr os 


ilan. “We've never 


continued from page 1 


“They're never in the middle of the park,” Me 


‘Lets change =~ 
Pittsfield from 
PCB City to 
Love City,’ said 
City Councilor 
Peter G. Arlos. 


mission Chairman Michael Filpi 
told the couple. 

Mayor Sara Hathaway, who had 
earlier expressed a desire to see 
love “blossom” in downtown 
Pittsfield, attended the commis- 
sion’s meeting, as did City Coun- 
cilor Peter G. Arlos, the author of 
a petition that called on the panel 
to reconsider its decision. 

“Let's change Pittsfield from 
PCB City to Love City,” said Ar- 
los, who at one point turned in his 
seat to tell Harris that he had 
recently encountered Carver in 
the post office and jokingly asked 
her to marry him. 

“She said, ‘Buzz off,-you creep.’ 
That shows she’s a woman of good 
taste,” Arlos said. 

Another proviso was attached to 
the commission’s decision: The 
approval applies only to the Car- 
ver-Harris wedding; no other ap- 
plications will be accepted until 
the commission completes its re- 
view of city regulations concern- 
ing the use of Park Square. 

Such a review was urged by 
Arlos last night. 

D.R. Bahlman can be reached at 
dbahlman@berkshireeagle.com. 4 


lan 


allowed them within the park for demonstrations.” = 
Ward 1 city councilor Rob Tuttle urged the commissioners to give the 


couple fair consideration. 


“Tye been there for a number of political rallies that were much more of 
a distraction,” he said. “It would be sad if these people can’t have their 


wedding there.” 


Tuttle said the park should be showcased and that events suchas outdoor 


weddings “can be a big plus for downtown.” 2 
Tuttle also disputed that the middle of the parkis rarely used. “saw 100 


hippies at Park Square a week ago an 


d they didn’t have a permit,” he said. 
Parks maintenance foreman Tony Stracuzzi said that the wedding con- 


cept “is a great idea” but that Bresnahan’s concerns are valid. 


“Once you start a precedent, it will balloon, 


the park, you have to be very careful.” 


Harris said perhaps the parks commission could set rules that only allow 


small events. 


Commission chairman Mike Filpi supported the couple’s request. 


Filpi said the improvements to the parks 


responsible parties to utilize it, not the reason to deny requests. 


“These people want to have their wedding in the pinnacle of Pittsfield,” 
said Filpi. “I can’t support telling them no they can’t have their wedding 


there.” 


Commissioner Gene Nadeau concurred. 
be abig distraction,” he said. “We just went 


there.” 


With Nilan and Bresnahan opposing the requ 


supportive, Eleanor Persip became the swing vote. 

“T'm sort of divided on this,” she said. 

Persip asked if the request could be approved with a stipulation making 
the city not liable for any problems at the wedding. 

“T want to protect the city from any liability,” she said. S902 

Harris said the couple would happily pay for the drafting of a liability 
waiver, pay a deposit for damages or otherwise work with the city. 


But Persip still wavered, ultimate 


ceremony. 


L\s oe 


” he warned. “Once you open 
hould be the incentive to allow 


“1 fail to see why this is going to 
and puta big moose [sculpture] 


est and Filpi and Nadeau 


sented the society at the meeting, 
said that the society has given 
more than 200 rowing lessons to 
people of all ages since it began 
operation on Onota Lake in the 
summer of 2001. The society 
seeks a grant from the Bossidy 
fund and would undertake fund 
raising on its own to cover the 
cost of the new boathouse, which 
is estimated at $125,800. 

» Upgrading the restrooms at 
Springside Park. 

» Constructing bike paths with- 
in city parks and connecting 
parks with bike paths. 

» Upgrading Lakewood Park on 
Newell Street, primarily by con- 
structing a “ropes course” at the 
park. The course would benefit 
Hibbard Alternative School stu- 
dents, who now must be trans- 
ported to a ropes course else- 
where, said Lee Steele, principal 
of the school. 

» Constructing a bathhouse, a 
walking trail and a new play area 
at Pontoosuc Lake. / a s% joo 


Massachusetts: Pitts- 
field — A couple's request to 
be married in a downtown 
square in this western Massa- 
chusetts town set off an offi- 
cial spat. Park commissioners 
say the wedding of Stacey 
Carver and Allen Harris could 
distract motorists and the 
city could be sued if any wed- 
ding guests were struck by a 
car. Mayor Sara Hathaway, 
though, wants “love to blos- 
som in downtown Pittsfield.” 


be 


ly voting against allowing the July 12 


After the meeting, Carver and Harris were disappointed and expressed 


confusion over the commission's stan: 


dards for park use. 


“We may see if there’s someone higher we can appeal to,” said Harris. 
“ As someone personally invested in Pittsfield and downtown ... this just 


seemed like something that made sense. 


u 


Spruce on 
the move 


At right, Pittsfield 
parks and highway 
workers load a 30-foot 
blue spruce onto a 
truck at 141 Kittredge 
Road yesterday in 
preparation for its 
move to Park Square. 
Below, workers use a 
crane to hoist the 
city’s Christmas tree 
into place in the city 


Photos by Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Statt 


The Pittsfield Gazette. October 24, 2002 


Plans advance for brownfield park 


A public input meeting on a 
planned youth sports facility will be 


scheduled in the next few weeks. 


Tom Hickey, director of the 


Pittsfield Executive Development 
Authority, on Monday updated parks 
commissioners on the $500,000 


project. 


The initiative is being funded by 


General Electric as part of the PCB 
cleanup consent decree. The 3.5-acre 
park will be located on brownfield 
property at the corner of East and 
Newell streets. 

Hickey said that environmental 
officials supported the concept two 
years ago to help the city “get be- 
yond the stigma” of contamination. 
The city will have a 99-year surface 
lease on the property. 

As currently configured, the 
project will include a field that can 
serve as both a Little League dia- 
mond and a youth soccer field. The 
fields will be surrounded by a one- 
quarter mile walking track. 

Hickey said that the facility will 
feature quality lighting for night com- 


Tom Hickey updates plans for a 


youth sports facility. 


petitions as well as a sprinkler and 


drainage system. 


The property includes 37 parking 
spaces in a small lot accessible from 


Newell Street. 

Plansare still in flux with the walk- 
ing path the latest addition. “It’s a 
very popular activity herein thecity,” 
he said. 

A restroom design is still under 
development, with plans for a two- 
story scoring building also being 
adjusted. 

Parks commissioners Mike Filpi 


= = 


Senet Su |e. 


and Cliff Nilan lauded the plan but 
questioned whether 37 parking 


| Spaces are sufficient. 


“My concern is there’s going to be 
lack of parking,” said Filpi. “There’s 
a safety issue involving Newell Street 
and how this could impact busi- 
nesses.” 

_ “I think you’re going to run into a 
lot of people parking on the street,” 
concurred Nilan. 

Hickey said that during tourna- 
ments, a limited amount of parking 
will be available on an adjacent field. 
More extensive parking will be avail- 
able southerly on East Street in a lot 
that the development authority con- 


_ trols. 


Hickey touted the lights as a par- 
ticular boon. “All three [city] Little 
Leagues will be scheduled there,” he 
said. “We've seen that our kids are 
not used to playing under the lights 
when they go to tournaments.” 

In cooperation with the commis- 
sion, the development authority di- 
rector will schedule a public meeting 
at City Hall to review the plans. 
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Board bans Park Square bliss 


Pittsfield couple can’t hold wedding in center of city 


A.city couple’s plans to tie the 
knot in public has become en- 
tangled in park politics. 


The parks commission voted 3-2 
on Monday against allowing Stacey 
Carver and Allen Harris to wed 
next summer in Park Square. 

“Tt seemed like a great idea,” 
said Harris. “The city has done a 


wonderful job improving the ap- — : 


pearance of Park Square and it 
seems to be a perfect spot for such 
an occasion.” 

The couple plans to marry on 
July 12, 2003 at 2 p.m. witha recep- 
tion to follow at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel. 

“Tt would bea little more pictur- 
esque than indoors,” said Harris. 

The couple said that between 25 
and 30 people would attend the 
brief ceremony, to be conducted by 
a justice of the piece. 

But a majority of commissioners 
questioned safety, distraction to 
motorists and the dangers of set- 
ting a precedent for use of the park 
at the center of downtown. 

“Ym concerned by the lack of 
parking and setting a precedent,” 
said commissioner Jane Bresnahan. 
“How do you allow one citizen [to. 
use the park] but preclude an- 
other?” 

Bresnahan suggested the couple 


Stacey Carver and Allen Harris want to hold their July wedding 


problematic precedent. 


$3}K 2 


ceremony at Park Square, but city officials ie about setting a 


use another park, such as Wild 
Acres or the Fred Garner riverfront 
park. 

Bresnahan said the activity at the 
park could distract motorists. “I 
just think the middle of Park Square 
with two o’clock traffic is a bad 
precedent,” she said. 

Carver said parking wouldn’tbe 
an issue: the guests will be leaving 
vehicles across the street at the 
Crowne Plaza for the reception. 


And the bride-to-be said the com- 
missioner already allows groups 
to utilize Park Square. 

“There are always people there 
with signs,” she said. 

But commissioner Cliff Nilan 
said those individuals are limited 
to the sidewalk perimeter of the 
park, not the grass areas in which 
the city has invested thousands of 
dollars. 

See WEDDING page 17 
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Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Rob Hood paints the bleachers at Wahconah Park yesterday. The old park has a new coat of paint, new box seats and a new 
sound system for tonight’s opener for the Berkshire Black Bears. ) 
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Wahconah Park ready for baseball 


By Howard Herman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The television .ads 
describe it as the refurbished Wahconah 
Park. For the front office of the Berkshire 
Black Bears, getting the park on Wahconah 
Street ready to be called refurbished has 
been quite a task, but the park will be ready 
for tonight’s Opening Night. 

“Tt’s been a whirlwind, that’s for sure, but 
it’s been fun,” Black Bears General 
Manager Mike Kardamis said yesterday 
afternoon, during the team’s Media Day 
festivities. “Hopefully, people will come out 
and have fun. That’ll be the reward.” 





Digging into history 

Parks Department workers Tim Latini 
trees being planted at the Hebert Arb 
along the driveway in attempt to recr 
Elmhurst, now Springside House. 


“It’s starting to come together. The field 
is ready, and with all the work on the park, 
it’s starting to come around,” said Black 
Bears catcher Ryan Smith, a member of the 
Pittsfield Mets in 1999 and 2000. 

The Black Bears open the season tonight 
at 7:05, when they host the Allentown 
Ambassadors. 

The Northern League team was awarded 
a licensing agreement last fall to use 
Wahconah Park for two seasons. The new 
franchise replaces the New York-Penn 
League team that had played in the city 
since 1989, but has now moved to Troy, N.Y. 

Under terms of the agreement between 
Flyball Inc. and the city of Pittsfield, the 


team was to pay a fee of $75,000 each of the 
next two years. The money is to go toward 
work at Wahconah Park. 

The team has painted the park, and 
installed new box seats and a new sound 
system. 

“We're getting close to the [$75,000 fee],” 
Kardamis explained. “We’ve probably put 
in about two-thirds of it, or maybe a little 
more. As the season goes on, we'll probably 
be surpassing that number, I believe.” 

It has been a rush for the Black Bears’ 
staff, who have had less than a year to build 
an organization from scratch. 


BASEBALL, continued on A5 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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, left, and Steve O’Neil dig a hole for one Ad hed 
oretum in Springside Park. The trees are ase 
eate the historic elm alley that once grace 
Funding was provided by the Lenox Garden Club. 
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being planted 
d the drive to 


Can_ gaky park dam be fixed? 


QUESTION: X a ing 
be done by the Pittsfield Park 
Department to fix the leak in the 
dam at Springside Park pond on 
Springside Avenue? It is a shame 
that it is now little more than a 
mud hole. 

M.L., Pittsfield 

ANSWER: I visited the pond 
earlier this month with a group of 
youngsters from one of the 
Berkshire Museum’s day camps 
and, from my observations, would 
say that the entire dam would 
have to be replaced and the 
retaining walls rebuilt. It is more 
than fixing a crack or two. 

The pond does indeed need a 
champion to fight for it. It was 
once a lovely place as I recall from 
memory and a couple postcard 
images I have. I swam there with 
my cousins in the summer and 
skated there in the winter. This 
was in the late 1940s and the early 
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The Bossidy debacle 


Watching the city council end up ina tie vote on whether to spend 
a large gift fuels the image of Pittsfield’s legislative body asa lopsided 
-centipede, tripping over itself. : ; 
And councilors worked overtime to earn the denigration they re- 
ceived in the wake of last week’s bizarre Bossidy Bucks brouhaha. 
In all fairness, however, councilors should share the spotlight with 
“Mayor Sara Hathaway. 


The mayor, after all, initially submitted to. the council a Bossidy 


Bucks spending order that had a procedural glitch which left her own 
finance director urging councilors to kill it (Ironically, councilors will 
resurrect this flawed order next week to undo last week’s:damage). 

Hathaway then submitted the revised order and let it go to vote 
without first ensuring she had majority support. While mayors aren't 
obligated to poll councilors on every initiative, some executives might 
make this a priority. 

But maybe the mayor is proving political savvy: each time the 
council erupts in silliness it sets her back legislatively, but positions her 
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1950s when it 
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Councilors propose camping plan for Burbank Park 
Three councilors have submitted a joint petition asking thatthe | 
mayor and parks commission establish a forest management plan \ 


was still delightful. 


11-headed obstacle. : Le } 
D3 





for Burbank Park and explore the feasibility of camp sites at the city 


property. 


Rick Scapin, Dan Bianchi and Joe Guzzo co-authored the petition. 
“We believe that such a plan would enhance the growing use and 
popularity of the park,” they write. “This study should consider a 
reasonable fee assessment for various uses of the park. Revenues 
generated by park resources should be utilized to further manage the 


park.” 


According to the petitioners “ there has been a great deal of interest 
for camping at Burbank Park as evidenced in past parks commission 
and city council meetings ... if properly managed, it would be the 
type of use that would complement the Berkshiges'} natural and 


cultural activities.” 


politically to run for reelection as.a frustrated ae opposed by an 


Park is ready 
BASEBALL from Al 


“We didn’t really get rolling un- 
til January,” said Kardamis. “It’s 
unbelievable where the time has 
gone.” . 

Kardamis said the team has 
budgeted for an attendance fig- 
ure of 80,000. But he said 100,000 
is the team’s goal, and not a total- 
ly unrealistic one. 3 

The team anticipates filling 35 
of its 36 billboard openings. Most 
will be up tonight, but some ar 
still being created. ev 

Pittsfield radio station WBRK- 
FM (Star 101.7 FM) will broadcast 
all 90 games. Eric Kopf, host of 
“Calling All Sports,” will be the 
primary play-by-play announcer. 
He was a Pittsfield Astros broad- 
caster last year. 

The most noticeable improve- 
ments to the Wahconah Street 
landmark are the new paint job 
and the new box seats. i 

According to the general man- 
ager, painting was job one. 

“The painting has been done in 
three phases,” he explained. 
“Phase 1 was the outside of the 
stadium, Phase 2 was the 16,000 
square feet of fencing and the 
dugouts, and Phase 3 is inside 
the grandstand.” 

The exterior paint work has 
been completed for more than a 
week. But while reporters inter- 
viewed players during Media 
Day, painters were still putting 
the finishing touches on the up- 
per grandstand seats. ge 

The upper grandstand seats 
had been blue and orange. As of 
yesterday, the orange seats were 
gone, replaced by black seats) to 
match the team colors of blue; 
black and white. at 

“We had to wait on Phase 3 be- 
cause it was too cold, and then we 
had the bad weather,” said Kar- 
damis. “It was snowing just last 
Saturday.” } 

The team’s goal is to rid Wah- 
conah Park of all the orange 
paint ‘that was first used when 
the Mets came to town. Kardamis 
said he anticipates most will be 
gone by the time the first pitch is 
thrown at 7:05 tonight. The left 
and right field foul poles, howev- 
er, will remain orange for the 
time being. Kardamis did say 
that they would be painted yel- 
low, probably in time for the next 
homestand. iS 

The second major goal was to 
install 350 box seats. Purchased 
from Archer Stadium Seats and 
Public Seating Inc. of Vineland, 
N.J., they were originally de- 
signed for a football stadium ad- 
dition at Brigham Young Univer- 
sity. School officials determined 
that the seats were the wrong 
shade of blue. : 

“We got lucky to find them and 
get them on time,” said Karda- 
mis. “If we had ordered them 
ourselves, they wouldn’t have 
been ready. We were excited to 
find them, because they're our 
colors. It’s like they were made 
for us.” 

“That’s a big step up with the 
box seats,” said Smith. “It looks 
like more of a stadium atmos- 
phere.” 

Less noticeable to the naked 
eye, but just as important in the. 
minds of the Black Bears’ front 


’ office, are the new sound and 


computer music/sound effects 
systems. 

New speakers have been in- 
stalled in the grandstand and 


-bleacher areas, along with a new. 


microphone system for the pub- 
lic address announcer. In addi- 
tion, a computer has been in- 
stalled in the announcer’s booth: 
that will provide music and nu; 
merous baseball-related sound 
effects at the click of a mouse. 

On Wednesday, infield dirt was 
spread around by city Parks De- 
partment workers. The new in- 
field was rolled, while a new 
pitcher’s mound and a new bat- 
ter’s box were built. There was 
still more work to do. 

“We replaced the fence out 
front and got rid of the barbed 


- wire look. We’re putting in this 


new sound system, we outfitted 
the concession stands,” said’ 
Kardamis. “We didn’t have one 
piece of equipment in there. We 
also built a new building for our 
[beer garden].” 

Howard Herman can be 
reached at hherm y yo. 


shireeagle.com. a he 
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Concert planned 


tomorrow at park 


' PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation/- 
Community Services has an- 
nounced that the 94th Army Re- 
serve Band will be performing at 
Springside Park tomorrow at 7. 

The band presents a wide vari- 
ety of music through the medium 
of six major performing ensem- 
bles: Marching Band, Concert 
Band, GI Jazz, Dixieland Band, 
Jazz Combo and the newly for- 
med Rock In Reserve. 

_ The 94th Army Band has been 
heralded as one of the finest 
Army Reserve bands in today’s 
Army. The band was formed in 
1947 and is presently under the 
direction of Chief Warrant Officer 
Kathryn M. Niemasik, who as- 
sumed command of the unit in 
1995. The senior enlisted band- 

leader is Sgt. First Class Charles 
R, Emery. 

‘The band consists of 35 soldier/- 
musicians who possess a wide 
variety of musical and profession- 
al backgrounds. The members~ 


“come from Connecticut, Massa- 


‘chusetts and New York. 
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Name game 








Nloose call 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Department is still 
accepting entries to name the moose in Park Square. The 
contest is open to children through age 14. Entries must be 
received by tomorrow and may be dropped off at 874 North 


St. The winning name will be announced Tuesday; the win- 
ner will receive a prize from K-B Toys. 


se eS Ee 


t 


There’s still time for Pittsfield children to enter the Parks Department's 
contest to name the moose sculpture in Park Square (And a paucity 
of early entries means the odds are good). : 

Entries should be mailed or hand delivered this week on a postcard, 
along with the child’s name, address and telephone number to the... 
Department of Parks and Recreation, 874 North Street. K-B Toys will ms 
award a prize. For information call 499-9343. 

Maine artists Glenn & Diane Hines created the bronze sculpture, © 


titled “Standing Moose.” 


ee 
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Bird Walk at Hebert 


Arboretum, in 
Springside Park 


ture 
On Sunday, Sept. 29 at 9 a.m. take anatu 
of Springside Park with Fanta (RC. 
naturalist Victor Capelli. Discover the many 


walk along the trails 


Tent also co: 
tion call 445-5540 or 443-5 


mes in handy. For more informa- 


348. 


These Activities are produced by the Pro- 
gram Committee and are spon 


sored by The 


Hebert Arboretum at Springside Park, 874 


North St. (upper North, Rou 
cooperation with the ci 


te 7), Pittsfield. In 


ity of Pittsfield Parks 


Commission, the Department of Community 


The Hebert Arboretum 


Services/Parks and Recreation, and Pittsfield 


displays a wide 


migrant birds on their way south for the win- diversity of trees and other plants in formal 


ter and ta’ 
These events are free and meet 


: seo ae 
ine, unless otherwise posted at Springs! 
ae use at the top of the drive 


at Springside Park, 874 North Street (upper 


House, the white ho 


North, Route 7), Pittsfield. 
Everyone is welco 
ties wear sturdy shoes, 


ke in the beautiful fall flowers. 


in or : 
ne enjoyment, 


terunderstanain 
outa city park, it offers edu 


promotes jan 


me. For outdoor ae, tices, andis compatible wi 
bring guides,binoculars munity activities. 


and cameras if you’d like to. And bug repel- 





and larger natural areas for people’s - 
sees vee ceeds inspiration and bet- 
ding of the living world. Through- 


cational programs, 


d preservation and environmen- 
tally sound gardening and landscape prac- 


tha variety of other 


Kerwood wants ¢/¢) 
Springside House — 
on historic register 


PITTSFIELD — Councilor at 
large Matthew M. Kerwood has 
announced that he wants to see 
Springside House nominated for 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. This is the same designa- 
tion that the mayor recently stat- 
ed that the city would pursue for 
Wahconah Park. 

“Tf we are planning to move for- 
ward with a nomination for his- 
toric Wahconah Park, I do not see 
how we could not also seek this 
designation for the Springside 
House. This magnificent struc- 
ture is also an important piece of 
Pittsfield’s history,” Kerwood 
stated in a prepared release. 

Springside House was built in 
the early 1870s as a lavish sum- 
mer “cottage” for Frank and 
William Davol, New York brass 
manufacturers. By 1890, it was 
considered one of the most beau- 
tiful homes in Pittsfield with 
architecture that employed both 
Italianate and Mansard elements. 
In 1939, Springside House and its 
74 acres were donated by the 
Miller family to the city for the 
enhancement of Springside Park. 

Nominations for the national 
register must be filed with the 
Massachusetts Historical Com- 
mission, whose chairman is 


Secretary of State William Galvin. 
The process involves numerous 
steps. A property is only approved 
after a rigorous investigation and 
application process. Properties 
that are listed become eligible for 
matching grants to assist in 
preservation and long-term main- 
tenance. 

Pittsfield actually has already 
begun the process with Spring- 
side House. In 1981, paperwork 
was filed with the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission that in- 
ventoried Springside House as a 
historical asset within the city. 

“T would very much like to see 
the process restarted. Unfor- 
tunately, Springside House has 
fallen into some disrepair and 
hopefully designation will en- 
hance the city’s ability to pre- 
serve this magnificent structure,” 
said Kerwood. : 

In an effort to garner support 
for this effort, Kerwood has asked. 
the Board of Park Commissioners 
for its support and will be filing a 
petition for the City Council’s 
Tuesday, Aug. 13, meeting to 
solicit its support as well. He has 
also spoken with Robert Boland, 
chairman of the Pittsfield His- 
torical Commission, on the mat- 
ter, 


Za. 











Berkshire County Historical Society 
home of New York City brass manufacturers Frank and William Davo Rena: a 


Springside House in Pittsfield, pictured above in 1980, was built about 


1. It passed through 
to the city for use as a 
» minus some of its sur- 


| 5 /t 


several owners and was acquired and gi 
a ven, 
_ park in 1939 by former Eagle piiblisherd Kelt 
rounding trees, still staads in place today, 


along with 79 acres, 


on Miller. The house 
below. 
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Unprecedented Joel Librizzi / conan Eagle Staff 


As of yesterday, most of Pontoosue Lake was open water 2d 16 
’ 


~ 


a JEAN L 
corner of the lake still frozen. This view faces north from TENGE Beet ee ee nen ett Only 


April, and the earliest-known date for it to have thawed is Rancock Road. Typically, Pontoosue is frozen into 


: March 26 — i soa s 
The last remnants of ice can be seen near the parking lot of the iiiein' Dodutsikne co oe ie ero 








Grass and leaf fires that a WEE: 

fir t pparently were set yes terda: in Pi ; Z ) Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 

Bolten. s busy during the afternoon. Firefighter Edward Oidesa s Springside Park kept city 
ering area of the park. Jeda uses an ‘Indian-tank’ to spray a 


; i SR 
Brush fires erupt in city park 


Berkshire Eagle Staff park’s softball field and the Little oe es eee 
PITTSFIELD — Firefighters oe baseball field on Spring- 49-48 fe aE ee 
ee kept busy yesterday battling Be gus p.m. yemga eee 
series of small brush fires that Youngsters suspected i é 
broke out in Springside Park. AC fire that occurred “inthe Huska said the blazes burned 
Lt. Steven Huska of Engine Co northeast portion of the park was between 1,000 to 10,000 square ~ 
5 said firefighters put out at Ieast Put out by firefighters who en- feet of land. No injuries or proper- 
six brush fires that were reported < red the .park from Bossidy. 'Y (Mage were reported, he said. 
at four different times from late ae : Firefighters battled the blazes 
morning until mid-afternoon, Huska said the fires may have With water containers known as~ 


been start 3 . 
Most of the fires occurred in a ing SE go eos play- “Indian tanks” that hold up to 


four gallons of water, he said. 
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Spring training = | eee 


Basketball players take advantage of an interlude of unseasonable warmth yesterday at Clapp Park in Pittsfield, which has almost no snow 





left. The high temperature recorded at the Pittsfield Airport yesterday was 57, 


— a — — 


put cold weather was expected to return today. 
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Wild Acres board \ 
re-elects officers, 


announces derbies 


PITTSFIELD — The board of 
directors of Friends of Wild Acres 
held its annual meeting Feb, 11 
at Springside House, where Fred 
P, Garner Jr. was re-elected presi- 
dent. : 

Other directors re-elected were 
Bernie Goclowski, vice president; 

‘Dick Petruzella, secretary, and 
Donald Massery, treasurer. 

The dates for the annual fish- 
ing derbies will be held as fol- 
lows: 

» Children’s derby — For 
children ages 6 to 14, Saturday 
and Sunday, May 18 and 19, from 
7 a.m. to7 p.m. : 

» Seniors’ derby — Tuesday 
through Friday, May 21 to 24, 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Mon- 
day, June 3, from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

' ) People with disabilities — 
Sunday, June 2, from 9 to 4. 

The annual dinner will be held 
Thursday, April 4, at the Ameri- 
can Legion on Wendell Avenue 
beginning at 6. Raffles will be 
held, and door prizes will be 
awarded. Massery is event chair- 


soe 
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Western Massachusetts Master Gardener Association members Duncan McQueen, Diane man. For information: 445-4056. 
Valenti and Jack Gillis work on one of nine gardens being prepared at Springside Park in" Donations to the organization 
Pittsfield for a series of courses in gardening. can be mailed to Friends of Wild 
Acres, P.O. Box 1542, Pit sfield, 
Gardeners to learn from masters \sitaaee “SS fia fo 
PITTSFIELD — The Western gram. ting gardens. 
Massachusetts Master Gard- The program includes nine Also this summer, the Master Seen 
ener Association is beginning a different sites to provide gar- Gardeners will conduct three Kerwood gets parks answer 
two-year gardening training deners with hands-on training __ pilot classes, which will lead to Parks commission chairman Cliff 
program for residents of Berk- in various kinds of gardens. 10-week courses next year. Nilan has responded to a June 2001 
shire County at the Hebert Ar- The front of Springside County residents of all levels petition from at-large councilor Matt 
boretum in Springside Park. House will be planted with na- — from experienced gardeners Kerwood suggesting establishment 
A $10,000 grant from the tive shrubs, illustrating indi- to those who would like to learn ofa formal “Adopta Park” program. 
Berkshire Environmental genous plants that can be used a little more — are invited to Ina letter dated, May 28, Nilan 
Fund, to be matched with vol- for home-foundation planting. the sessions and to the classes informs the council that on May.6 the 
unteer hours by master garden- Tw. h th q tes ae oe 
ers and others, is making the © vegetable gardens are when they are announced. parks commission vo ed to set up 
program possible. planned, along with a shade Families also are welcome. neighborhood advisory groups for 
Interested gardeners are wel- garden and a garden for rasp- Participants can bring whatev- such a program. 
come to begin training on berries and other cane fruits. A er tools they have available. Groups adopting parks will be 


Tuesdays from 5 until 7 p.m. master gardener with training Further information: com- asked to sign a contract and check 
and on Thursdays from 10 until in children’s gardens will show mittee members Jack Gillis, parks oncea week. Inaddition, groups 
noon. The arboretum’s board how to design and plant sucha 748-5193; Moe and Jack Spra- will be asked to hold at least two 
and the Pittsfield Parks Com- garden. There also will be cot-. no, 298-0057, or Duncan Mc- annual clean-ups and weekly ,main- 
mission have endorsed the pro- tage, herb, perennial and cut- Queen, 442-1684, . |, Pp } i 
"Gla? Pu 


day, April 27, 2002 





é Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
A rose of Sharon was dedicated to the late Nick Speranzo, former labor leader and city volunteer, at Springside Park during yes- 


terday’s Arbor Day ceremony. 
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City employees place a bronze sculpture, ‘Standing Moose,’ 
tall statue was created by Glenn and Diane Hines of Maine. 


Flying moose 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


brought to Pittsfield by Downtown Inc. and the city’s Artscape Committee. 


By Jack Dew 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Wedding bells 
will ring out in Park Square if 
Mayor Sara Hathaway gets her 
way and can persuade the city’s 
Parks Commission to allow a Pitts- 
field couple to hold their wedding 
ceremony in the oval-shaped park 
at the center of one of the coun- 
ty’s busiest intersections. 

To some, Park Square may be 
the site of the most hated inter- 
section in the Berkshires; to oth- 
ers, it?s a repository for oddly 
shaped sculptures, but to Stacey 
Carver and Allen Harris it is the 
hoped-for site of their July 12 
wedding. 

Their plans hit a snag on the 
way to the altar, however; on 
Monday night, the city’s Parks 
Commission denied the couple’s 
request for permission to hold the 
wedding in Park Square, ruling 
that the ceremony would be too 
much of a distraction to passing 
motorists trying to negotiate the 
already confusing rotary and 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Allen Harris and Stacey Carver stand in Park Square, where 
they hope to have their wedding ceremony next July 12. 


Mayor stands up for 
Park Square nuptials 


Just because I’m 
an old maid doesn’t 
mean I don’t want 
everyone else in the 
city to get married,’ 
said Hathaway. 


would leave the city vulnerable to 
a lawsuit if any guests were struck 
by a car or otherwise injured. 

Hathaway, who’s single, said 
yesterday: “Just because I’m an — 
old maid doesn’t mean I don’t 
want everyone else in the city to 
get married.” She hopes to per- 
suade the commissioners to 
change their minds. 

“T want those people to get mar- 
ried in Park Square,” Hathaway 
said. “I want love to blossom in 
downtown Pittsfield, and [Pm 


_NUPTIALS, co j ued oR A4 
ya. lor 
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Mayor stands up for Park Square nuptials 


NUPTIALS from Al 


going to talk to the Parks Com- 
mission and see if we can satisfy 
their concerns.” 

Harris, 29, and Carver, 30, have 
been engaged for about a month 
and had planned to hold a brief 
ceremony followed by a reception 
at the Crowne Plaza, just a half- 
block from the park. 4 

“Ts just a small, justice-of-the- 
peace ceremony, but if it’s a nice 
day, we thought we would do it 
outside,” Carver said. 

They offered to cover the ex- 
pense of liability insurance for the 

event and to put down a security 
deposit against possible damages. 

The park, which sits where Hast, 


West, South and North streets 
meet in the geographic center of 
Pittsfield, is listed on the state 
Register of Historic Places and 
underwent a renovation in 2000. It 
has lately become the temporary 
home to some large sculptures, 
including a giant metal moose 
that was recently installed. 

Carver said, “They have done 
such a nice job to fix it up, with 
the sculptures and the fountain, 
and we thought it would be a nice 
thing for the city. Why not have 
something nice going on there so 
people could say, ‘Wow, look at 
that.” 

The commission rejected the 
request by a 3-2 vote. Though the 
park is a frequent site of political 


rallies and candidates for elected 
office stand on its sidewalks each 
autumn and wave to motorists, 
the majority of the commissioners 
felt a wedding ceremony would be 
too much of a distraction. 

Eleanor Persip, one of the mem- 
bers who voted against the re- 
quest, said she would listen to the 
mayor’s arguments to let the wed- 
ding go forward, but still has 
reservations. 4 

“Pm a little bit concerned with 
liability. I don’t really feel that it 
is going to be a safe thing. It isa 
public park, and now that it has 
gotten the publicity, a lot of other 
people might show up at the 
event, and I’m a little concerned 
about that,” Persip said. 


in Park Square yesterday afternoon. The 4,000-pound, 9 1/2-foot 
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Panel OKs festival, but 
adds tough requirements 


By D.R. BahiIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Parks Com- 
mission last night endorsed a Pittsfield 
man’s plan for a two-day music festival 
at Burbank Park on Aug. 2 and 3. 

The panel, which voted unanimously 
to grant Rinaldo Del Gallo III and the 
Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition use of a 
portion of the park on those dates, at- 
tached several conditions to its approval. 

One of the conditions, which Del Gallo 
said last night that he could not meet 
because of a lack of funds, is that he hire 
two Pittsfield Police officers to provide 
security at the event. The Police 
Department will provide two additional 
officers, bringing to four the total num- 
ber of police at the festival. 

Del Gallo estimated that the cost of the 
two police officers alone would be some 
$600; he said that he has a budget of 
$1,200. 

Last night, Del Gallo contended that 
“four or five” auxiliary police could pro- 
vide adequate security and that requir- 
ing him to hire two officers amounts to 
nfringement of his First Amendment 
‘ghts. é 

He has made the same assertion in 


connection with the Parks Commission’s 
suggestion that he provide trash 
removal services. Last night, however, 
the commission did not include trash 
removal in its list of conditions. 

James McGrath, the city’s director of 
community services, said last night that 
the city would absorb those costs. He 
noted that because the park will be open 
to the public on the dates of the festival, 
trash removal would be necessary under 
any circumstances. 

Another of the commission’s condi- 
tions is that Del Gallo provide a “certifi- 
cate of insurance” to the commission. 
The certificate proves that coverage is in 
place that indemnifies the city and the 
commission in any liability case that 
may arise from the event. 

Del Gallo said that he has researched 
the cost of such insurance and has found 
it to be “very expensive” — more than 
his budget could bear. He noted that, 
although the Berkshire Fatherhood 
Coalition is currently not incorporated, 
he intends to incorporate it soon. 

A claim that officials’ imposition of 


certain trae has fhe effect of 
‘ L > 


, continued on B4 


Panel approves festival, 
but with tough conditions 


FESTIVAL from B1 


It was on display at Chesterwood this summer and was 


nh\oz 


Free outdoor movie series 


“pricing [Del Gallo and the coali- 
tion] out of the First Amendment 
market” is central to a lawsuit 
that Del Gallo has filed in 
Berkshire Superior Court against 
defendants including the Parks 
Commission, Mayor Sara 
Hathaway and Police Chief 
Anthony J. Riello. 

Del Gallo, who is a lawyer, 
asserts that the city’s re- 
quirements will effectively kill 
plans for the festival, which he 
said aims to promote shared par- 
enting, an issue with which the 

_ Berkshire Fatherhood Coalition is 
closely involved. 

Last night, Parks Commission 


»yiChairman Michael Filpi denied 


that the commission had made 
any decisions based on the “con- 
tent” of the festival. He added 
that he is personally offended by 
any suggestion that he would do 
such a thing. 

“I don’t care who you’ve got 
there playing,” Filpi said, refer- 
ring to the dozen or so bands that 
Del Gallo has said will play at the 
festival, which he has estimated 
will attract upward of 1,000 peo- 
ple. 

During a lengthy meeting last 
night, Del Gallo addressed mat- 
ters including U.S. Supreme 
Court case law that he said pro- 
hibits officials from regulating 
gatherings on public property in 
anything but a “content neutral” 
way. 

Specifically, he said, city offi- 
cials may regulate only the “time, 
place and manner” of such gath- 
erings. 

He noted that, during a June 23 
meeting, commission members 
had asked questions concerning 
the lyrics that might be expected 
to be heard from the bands that 
were to play. 

Last night, commission mem- 
bers declared that the purpose of 


their questions was to assure that 
children, for whom a “Kids 
Woodstock” is planned at the fes- 
tival, would not be exposed to 
lyrics that are not age-appropri- 
ate. 

Parks Commission member 
Eleanor Persip also said that Del 
Gallo had not mentioned that 
there would be speeches at the 
festival; Del Gallo said that he will 
speak for five minutes about 
shared parenting. He recalled 
that at a previous event spon- 
sored by the coalition, “I spoke for 
45 minutes, and people were 
ready to kill me.” 

In his Superior Court com- 
plaint, Del Gallo seeks an “imme- 
diate hearing” and an eventual 
jury trial on the matter. He also 
seeks the issuance of temporary 
and permanent injunctions “pre- 
venting the defendants from in 
any way preventing the plaintiffs 
from having a music festival at 
Burbank Park and from having a 
‘Kids Woodstock’ and other per- 
formers in a tent by the bath 
house and ordering the defendant 
to provide use of the Artabout 
stage at a rate of $50 per day. 

“The plaintiff seeks court costs, 
attorney fees, damages’ for loss 
[of] reputation, damages for loss 
of labor, damages for cost associ- 
ated with having the music festi- 
val that may be lost, punitive 
damages and -another relief ap- 
propriate by law,” the complaint 
concludes. ; 

Also last night, the commission 
denied Del Gallo’s request that he 
be allowed to park cars near a 
bike path situated along the main 
access road to Burbank Park. The 
commission also limited the festi- 
val to property surrounding the 
Controy Pavilion. De b 

Del Gallo had i od 
requested use of virtually the 
entire beach front at the park. 


planned in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD — Mayor Sara 
Hathaway has announced free 
outdoor “Movies on the Com- 
mon” on Friday nights during the 
months of July and August. 

The movies have been ar- 
ranged by the Pittsfield Parks 
Commission, with help from the 
Pittsfield Public Schools Audio 
Visual Department and funding 
from local businesses. 

All movies are free of charge 
and will begin at dusk (between 


8:30 and 8:45). 


Movie-goers are asked to bring 


Passing motorists also might 
offer a few unwelcome additions 
to the wedding vows, yelling at 
the couple and guests as they 
often yell at political candidates 
and protesters. 

“J don’t think so,” Hathaway 
said when asked if passing 
motorists might give the happy 
couple less-than-warm wishes. 

“And that’s a risk they are will- 
ing to take. I think Pittsfield will 
rise to the occasion and people 
will really cherish this as a new 

step for downtown and a nice 
commentary on the progress we 
are making. If they are not dis- 
tracted by the giant moose staring 
into their headlights, J don’t see 
why they would be distracted by a 
wedding ceremony of 20 or 30 
people.” 


their own blankets, lawn chairs 
and snacks. Ample parking is 
available in the city-owned lot 
across from the Common on First 
Street. 

The lineup for this year’s Sum- 
mer Movie Series on the First 
Street Common follows: 

» July 18 — “A Bug’s Life,” 
sponsored by Downtown Inc. 

d July 25 — “Inspector Gadget,” 
sponsored by Greylock Federal 

Credit Union. 

p Aug. 1 — “Snow Dogs,” spon- 


sored by K-B Toys. 

p Aug. 8 — “Ice Age,” spon- 
sored by Banknorth. 

»p Aug. 15 — “The Rookie,” 
sponsored by Greylock Federal 
Credit Union. 

» Aug. 22 — “The Master of 
Disguise,” sponsored by K-B 
Toys. 
Those interested may call the 
Parks Department at 499-9343 or 
the mayor’s office at 499-9321 for 
more information regarding these 


or ay inners 
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Jim Bouton writing book about ‘Wahconah Park’ politics | 


_ continued from page 1 


Ve 


In the aftermath of the divisive 
civic authority campaign that cen- 
tered on a proposal to build a new 
baseball stadium at Center and West 
streets, Bouton and Elitzer in June 
made public a proposal to field an 


. independent team at Wahconah Park. 


Powerful enemies 

The duo vowed toinvest their own 
money to upgrade the historic park, 
whichcivic authority proponents had 
argued would never again be home 
to professional baseball after the 
scheduled end-of-summer departure 
of the Pittsfield Astros. 

Bouton and Elitzerraninto a gaunt- 
let of pro-new stadium forces includ- 
ing Doyle, the Eagle, the Berkshire 
Chamber of Commerce and the parks 
commission. 

Many civic authority opponents 
latched onto the duo’s concept and 
lobbied city councilors and the parks 
commission to give them a fair hear- 
ing. 


“7 took a lot of quotes,” said Bou- 
ton. 

The book will focus largely on the 
Pittsfielders who were involved. 
“The story is mostly told through 
their words,” the author said. 

Bouton argued last year that 
Wahconah Park was a “gem” that 
should be cherished, with its quirks 
marketed rather than lambasted, 

After a controversial several 
months, city officials instead teamed 
up with Jonathan Fleisig, who indi- 
cated a short-term willingness to stay 
at Wahconah Park but also a prefer- 
ence for a new stadium. 

Aside from the municipal politics, 
the Bouton proposal ran afoul of a 
segment of the professional baseball 
establishment: Fleisig owneda home- 
less Northern League franchise that 


needed a place to play aftertwo years 


of inactivity. 

The book will raise issues of corpo- 
rate and political interests involved 
in pushing new stadiums over other 
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public needs. 

Bouton says that in “Wahconah 
Park” he reflects on the “hostage cri- 
sis” that occurs as part of “the inner 
workings of the national pastime... 
Team owners say ‘build me a new 
stadium or you'll neversee yourteam 
again’.” 

“This is the first time anyone has 
looked at the subject closely,” he said. 
“Tn a big city like New York or Bos- 
ton it is impossible to get the access, 
here it’s smaller and easier.” 

A major league pitcher for several 
teams, most memorably with the 
New York Yankees, Bouton wrote 
hisinfamous “Ball Four” asa diary of 
the 1969 season. His behind-the- 
scenes observations about the treat- 
ment of players in the major leagues 
caused controversy among the base- 


ball establishment. 

The New York Public Library has 
included “Ball Four’ as one of its 
“Books of the Century.” 

As his quest to field a team at 
Wahconah Park turned into a maze 
of strange public meetings and fre- 
quent attacks from the Eagle, Bouton 
realized he might have a story to tell. 

“T kept notes during the process. I 
guess we were about a third of the 
way into the story, into the adven- 
ture, when I realized that maybe I 
should be taking notes here, just like 
I did for “Ball Four’,” said Bouton. 

“The people of Pittsfield are going 
to like this book a lot ... It will give 
voice to their feelings and their frus- 
trations,” said Bouton, whoalso feels 
that baseball enthusiasts in general 
will enjoy the book. 


“T think the same kind of people 
who liked “Ball Four,’ which is the 
fans, will like it, and the people who 
didn’t like it — which is the politi- 
cians — won't,” he said. 

Bouton’s irreverent style will ap- 


-parently be evident in “Wahconah 


Park,” which will be dedicated to 
“the marching veto warriors of 
Pittsfield.” 

Paul Golob, executive editor of: 
PublicA ffairs whichis publishing the 
book, said Bouton has hit on univer- 
sal issues that will resonate. 

“Fans are having their pockets 
picked by the new-stadium jugger- 


naut and Jim shows the absurd .. 


lengths to which the advocates of 
these taxpayer-financed stadiums 
will go,” said Golob. “It would be 
sad if it weren't so funny.” - 
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The right field bleachers at 
Wahconah Park willbe replaced with 
picnic tables. 

With Jane Bresnahan absent, the 
parks commission on Monday unani- 
mously approved the Berkshire Black 

. Bears’ plans to remove the bleachers, 

Wahconah advocate David Potts 
criticized the proposal, complaining 
that commissioners acted on the pro- 
posal before inviting public input. 

Curt Preisser, spokesperson forthe 
minor league baseball team, said that 
the team wants to create a” more fan- 
friendly” environment. 

Preisser said that the bleachers: 
proved unpopular during the Black 
Bears’ inaugural season. Fans com- 
plained of splinters and discomfort. 
On the other hand, a small picnic 
area proved popular, with groups 
expressing particular interest in a 
picnic area witha view of the playing 
field. 

“We want to create a much larger 

. Picnic area,” said Preisser. 

‘The site of the current bleachers 

_will be host to picnic tables with a 
capacity of 175 to 225 people. 

“People can stay at the table while 
watching the game,” he said, adding 
that this also creates an environment 
where children can move around 
with supervision. Preisser said that 
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_Wahconah change planned 


the Black Bears will also commit t 
spending $5,000 to upgrade the let 
field bleachers which willbe retained 

Community services director 
James McGrath endorsed the plan, 
saying that the right field bleachers 
will be retained and could he re- 
stored at a later date. 

Speaking during a publiccomment 
session at the end of the meeting, 


Potts said that the move threatens - 
efforts to obtain historic designation 
for Wahconah Park. “We're chang- 


ing the integrity of Wahconah Park,” 
he said. “It may be very important to 
[any] future tenant to maintain ca- 


pacity and integrity.” Potts also criti- 


cized the commission(for not taking 
anaggressive lookat the Black Bears’ 
fulfillment of the terms of its two- 
year license agreement with the city. 

The team was required to docu- 
ment $75,000 of investments at the 


facility by this week. “We're kind of | 


letting them off the hook,” said Potts. 
Parks department maintenance fore- 
man Tony Stracuzzi Supports remov- 
ing the bleachers, which he termed “ 
a possible hazard.” He asked Potts 
not to involve the parks in politics. 
McGrath termed the bleacher re- 
moval “an experimeny’ and part of 
an effort “to b me 
Black Bears.” / 


‘Bouton will pen tell-all 


Literary jock plans book on Wahconah Park politics 


Jim Bouton is writing a book 
based on his experiences last year 
trying to bring a minor league 
baseball team to Pittsfield. 

In “Wahconah Park,” Bouton will 
recreate his adventures with 
Pittsfield government and busi- 


: nesses as heand partner Chip Elitzer_ 


unsuccessfully tried to bring a pro- 
fessional team to Pittsfield’s 83-year- 
old park. 


Bouton said the book, which is - 


scheduled to be published by 
PublicAffairs in time for the 2003 
baseball season, involves “the politi- 
cians, the Mayor [Gerald Doyle Jr.], 
city councilmen, the Eagle, the parks 
commissioners... they all played 


SUT 





their roles.” 


“Tt was not my intention to write a 
book,” said Bouton. “If they had 
given us the ballpark] wouldn’t have 


had time to write the book.” 


See BOUTON page 7 # detailed in a book entitled “Wahconah Park.” 


The park commission on Monday 
approved use of city facilities for six 
events. 

* The Northern Berkshire Bass club 
will hold a mentoring/recreational 
event at Onota Lake on July 21. 

The club will collaborate with Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters and other juve- 
nile programs on a fishing expedi- 
tion. ; 
* The Berkshire Blaze softball team 
received permission to use the Doyle 
Softball complex this season. The 
team. will hold games throughout 
the summer at the complex. 

* A basketball tournament will 


.take place July 20 at Pitt Park on 


The Pittsfield Gazette 





Columbus Avenue and at Dorothy 
Amos Park on West Street. The event 
is being sponsored by the Westside 
Neighborhood Resource Center 
which also received approval for a 
“picnic in the park” to be held at Pitt 
Park in early August. 

Center representative Rebecca 
Taliaferro also discussed an ongoing 
effort to post entrance signs at Pitt 
Park that identify the park. The signs 
will be erected upon final approval 
of the sign text by the commission. 

° A kids’ club will be held June 24 
-27 from 10 a.m. to noon at the First 
Street Common. The event is spon- 
sored by the Fellowship Baptist 





Baseball rebel Jim Bouton ‘s encounter with byzantine Pittstield 
politics — including the parks commission, which he addressed in 
one of a series of unfriendly encounters this a fies — will be 


| Commission approves use of parks for events 


Church and will include puppet 
shows, craft time and other activi- 
ties. The club is open to the public 
and is similar to a vacation bible 
school. 

* The seventh annual Berkshire 
Youthfest will take place September 
16 at the Common. 

The substance-free event — 
planned by a teen group — will fea- 
ture local musicians. 

* WBEC will hold a concert series 
Wednesdays from July 10 to August 
28 from 6 to8 p.m. at Onota Lake. The 
events will be low-key and family * 
oriented and will feature food and 
information about local vendors. 
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Snowmobiles not allowed in city 


PITTSFIELD — With snow hav- 
ing fallen already, the Parks 
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problem aggressively. é 
“Off-road vehicles, especially 
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Commission has issued a re- 
minder to county residents that 
the use of motorized off-road ve- 
hicles, including snowmobiles, is 
prohibited in the city’s parks. 

Fines for unauthorized use of 
off-road vehicles within city parks 
can be up to $200 per offense. 
Fines can be more expensive if 
malicious damage occurs. 

“It’s always been a problem,” 
James McGrath, the director of 
community services for the Parks 
Commission, said. “We’re really 
serious about enforcing it now.” 

McGrath said the city has 
received numerous complaints 
from residents regarding this 
issue, and plans to address the 


snowmobiles, are tearing up our 
fields and parks,” McGrath said. 
“It’s really becoming a problem 
when we have to rehabilitate the 
fields.” 

McGrath said off-road vehicles 
can do even more damage when 
there is less snow on the ground. 

Park security personnel and 
Pittsfield Police have been noti- 
fied of the problem and will be 
strictly enforcing the ban and 
other park rules and regulations, 
according to the Parks Commis- 
sion. 

The commission is encouraging 
residents to-contact the Police 
Department if they observe off- 
road vehicles, especially snowmo- 
biles, operating in city parks. 





Repairing vandalism 
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Celebrate Wahconah Park’s history 


To truly experience the history of 
Wahconah Park one must step back 
in time. Back to an era when impor- 
tant Major League baseball games 
were oftentimes heard via the broad- 
casting efforts of a telegraph office 
operator. ere 

It was a time without radio, televi- 
sion or ease of transportation to al- 
low one to attend a game ina distant 
city. It was a time when the “boys of 
summer” captured the attention of 
everyone in America. They need not 
belong to the Major Leagues, they 


, might only be your hometownteam... 


Baseball mania was. not new to 


' Pittsfield in 1892. “Base ball” (as it 


was Originally spelled), it seemed, 
had been a local favorite pastime for 
as many years as the game had been 
played. What was to be new to 
Pittsfield in 1892 was a good and 
easily accessible place for sporting 
events and George W. Burbank was 
going to make that happen. 

George W. Burbank owned about 
eight acres of land out back of 
Brennan’s Saloon and on the morn- 
ing of June 14, 1892, he started the 
transformation of that land into a 
fine baseball diamond. 


The ground would beleveledand - 


sodded and a grandstand would be 
erected and thé park would be com- 
pletely fenced in. A ticket office 
would be built at the street with the 
entrance to the park just behind it. It 
would share the name of the street it 
was located on, hence “Wahconah 
Park.” 

Newspapers were not so easily 
given to headlines as they are today, 
thus a few pages back in the Wednes- 
day, August 10, 1892 edition of the 
Berkshire County Eagle thestory read 
as follows, “Wahconah Park, Suc- 
cessful Opening Yesterday, Pittsfield 
Easily Defeats The Gises. The new 


School and wrote graffiti on Herberg Middle School. 


Wahconah park was successfully 
opened yesterday (August 9, 1892) 
with a base ball game between the 
newly organized Pittsfield team and 
the Gises, a semi-professional team 
of Albany, NY. ” 

“When the game commenced there 
were about500 people on the grounds 
with about 125 availing themselves 
the opportunity of sitting in the first 
grandstand ona ball parkin this city. 
The grandstand is directly in back of 
the catcher and the bleachers (on the 


left as you go in) were crowded and _ 


brown with black trimmings and 
black caps and belts. ” 

When rain stopped the game after 
six and one half innings the score 
was Pittsfield 12 - Gises 1 and what 
umpire Cain had set in motion at 
Precisely 4:05 PM on that August 
afternoon in 1892 continues today, 
“baseball at Wahconah Park.” 

August 9, 2002, will mark the 110 
year anniversary of baseball in 
Wahconah Park and a “Commemo- 
tative” baseball card will be given to 
the first “4000” people attending the 


The first baseball game at Wahconah Park was 
on August 9, 1892 behind Brennan’s Saloon. 


plainly showed how they will be 
appreciated by the people who are 
unable to pay the extra fifteen cents. 
The team, selected by Manager 
Arthur Williams, is just as fine as the 
grounds and presented a fine ap- 
pearance in their new uniforms of 


tm 


game that evening. 

The card will no doubt become a 
collector's item in years tocome since 
it will be a limited edition issue. 

Don’t miss being a part of 
Wahconah Park’s history, plan on 
attending the game August 9, 2002. : 


Parks department issues 


snowmobile reminder 


Community services director Jim 
McGrath this weekissued a reminder 


prohibited at-city parks. 


that the use of motorized off-road 
vehicles, including snowmobiles, is 


Fines for unauthorized use of off- 


toad vehicles within parks canbe up: 
to $200 per offense, plus penalties for 
“malicious damage.” - 

McGrath urges residents to con- 
tact the Pittsfield Police if they-ob- 
serve off-road vehicles, especially 


: ce Video 
Vilox: 
Pittsfield Police officers return the granite sundial to an upright position in 
Park Square yesterday morning after vandals had toppled it. Vandals also 


damaged other pieces of art in Park Square, broke a window at Egremont 


snowmobiles, operating in parks. 
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New roots 


Patrick Carhart joined Hebert Arboretum boosters to plant ten 
Princeton elm trees along the road leading up to Springside House. 
The ten trees are the first step in the arboretum’s plans to bring elm 
trees back to the property. An additional ten trees will be planted 


along the road next year. The money for the trees =] vy) gift 


from the Lenox Garden Club. o) 2) SS 
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Wednesday, October 23, 2002 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Officer Michael Grady, president of the Pittsfield chapter of the International Brotherhood of Police Officers, addresses the panel 
studying the role of the city’s auxiliary police during the committee’s first meeting yesterday. Looking on is Sgt. Michael E. Fitzgerald. 


_ Halloween Parade slated Friday 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 58th 
annual Halloween Parade will 
-step off at 7 p.m. on Friday. 

Some 34 schools and organiza- 
tions will be represented in the 
parade by bands, floats or march- 
ing units. 

Cash prizes of $100, $125 and 
$150 will be awarded for first, sec- 
ond and third place prizes for 
floats and bands. The parade’s 


_ grand marshal is Berkshire County 


Sheriff Carmen C. Massimiano Jr. 
Costume awards 


Individual awards for costumes 
worn by children marching in the 
parade also will be given. Twenty- 
five gift certificates will be distrib- 
uted among winnners, who will be 
selected prior to the start of the 
parade by judges stationed in the 
lineup area on East Street near 
Pittsfield High School. 

Costume award winners will be 
given ribbons to wear on their cos- 
tumes. They receive their gift cer- 
tificates by returning the back 
portion of the ribbon to the De- 
partment of Parks and Recre- 
ation, 874 North St. 

The parade route brings the pro- 
cession from East Street through 
Park Square and north on North 
Street, where a reviewing stand 
will be erected. The parade con- 
tinues to Wahconah Park where it 
ends. 

North Street will be closed to 
vehicular traffic at about 6:45 p.m. 

East Street from Appleton 
Avenue west to Park Square will 
be closed at 6 p.m. 

North- and southbound traffic 
through the city’s center during 
the parade may be delayed by up 
to 30 minutes, said Pittsfield 
Police Capt. John T. O’Neil. 


The Halloween float for Capeless Elementary School, formerly 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Highland School, is being con- 


structed at the home of Ned and Kate Kirchner on Churchill Street in Pittsfield. 


From 6 p.m. until the parade 
has cleared East Street, east- 
bound traffic will be directed 
around the closed portion of Kast 
Street via South Street, East 
Housatonic Street and Appleton 
Avenue. © 

Westbound traffic on East 
Street will be detoured over Apple- 
ton Avenue to East Housatonic 
Street, O’Neil said. Police officers 
will be posted at major intersec- 
tions, he said. 

No parking will be allowed in 
the northbound lane of North 


Street starting at 5.p.m. on Friday, 

said O’Neil. Parking in the south- 

bound lane will be permitted. 
The line of march follows. 


Section 1 


(Corner of First and East streets to Bart- 
lett Avenue) 

1. Pittsfield Police cruiser 

2. VFW Post 448 color guard 

3. Grand Marshal Sheriff Carmen C. 
Massimiano 

4. Berkshire County sheriff's office float 

5. Sheriff's office marchers 

6. Pittsfield firetruck 

7. Pittsfield Winter Carnival queen and 


lady-in-waiting 
Section 2 
(Bartlett Avenue to Pomeroy Avenue) 
8. Eagles Band 
9. Egremont School marchers 
10. Stearns School float 
11. Stearns School marchers 
12. Capeless School float 
13, Capeless School marchers 
14. Troop 340 Lanesboro Brownies 
marchers 
15. Morningside Crime Watchers mar- 
chers 


Section 3 : 
(Pomeroy Avenue to PHS driveway) 
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won't be 


for parade 


By Lisa Gosselin 
' Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — On Friday 
evening, the city’s annual Hallo- 
ween Parade will go on without 
the help of auxiliary police, as a 
committee began yesterday to 
study the role of the volunteer 
force. 

Last year’s Halloween Parade 
also took place without their help 
when volunteers canceled at the 
last minute, said Officer Michael 
Grady, president of the Pittsfield 
chapter of the International Brother- 
hood of Police Officers. 

Police Chief Anthony J. Riello 
said the lack of auxiliary police at 
the parade will not be a problem. 
Their help is appreciated, but 
what they do is in addition to 
what the paid police do, he said. 


First meeting 


Auxiliary police officers do not 
replace full-time trained police 
officers, Riello said yesteday at 
the first meeting of a committee 
charged with redefining the role 
of the auxiliary police yesterday. 

Riello deactivated the volunteer 
unit when members said they did 
not feel safe patrolling the city 
without firearms. 

After repeated and failed at- 
tempts to speak with members di- 
rectly about their concerns, Riello 
said last week that he considers 
10 of the 14 members to have re- 
signed. He said yesterday that 
those members will be invited to 
reapply when the unit is re- 
activated. ; 

The active members will not be 
used for the Halloween Parade on 


Auxiliary police won’t staff 


be 


Auxiliary police 
on duty 
Friday 


‘When I need a 
sworn police 
officer, I use a 
sworn police 
officer, Chief 
Riello said. 


Friday, he said. 

“If someone gets hurt, they 
have put us on notice that they 
don’t feel safe,” Riello said. “The 
city’s responsibility is not to put 
people in harm’s way. 

“Tf we don’t have auxiliary 
police, we will still have appropri- 
ate security at the Halloween 
Parade,” he continued. “When I 
need a sworn police officer, I use a 
sworn police officer.” 

He explained that using auxil- 
iary police officers does not cut 
down on the number of paid 
police officers assigned to an 
event, but rather constitutes addi- 
tional security. 

“We never send a cop home to 
save money,” added newly retired 
Capt. Cosmo Spezzaferro. 


Define standards 


Riello told the 10 people who 
attended yesterday’s meeting that 
their job is to define the standards 
and responsibilities of the auxil- 
iary police. 

One suggestion, by a City Coun- 
cil petition, is to use the volun- 


POLICE, continued on B4 


Halloween Parade Friday 


POLICE from B1 


teers as park police. Riello point- 
ed out yesterday that the volun- 
teers do not have time to donate 
20 to 30 hours of work every week 
for regular patrols. 

As for the issuance of firearms, 
Riello said, “The chief of police 
has the final say. My feelings re- 
main the same and that is: no fire- 
arms.” 

Auxiliary Police Officer Donald 
Duda, who has volunteered for 30 
years, said he would prefer to 
carry a gun while in uniform, as 
the auxiliary police have done in 
the past. 

When auxiliary police officers 
check abandoned houses or con- 
front groups in the park at night, 


there are safety issues, he said. “It 
was a deterrent when someone 
sees you in uniform with a side- 
arm,” Duda added. 

Riello said that the auxiliary 
members should not be con- 
fronting groups of people, but 
rather calling for backup when 
they see a situation. The volun- 
teers are expected to be the “eyes 
and ears” of the police. 

“Tf there are 20 or 30 people, we 
call for backup,” Grady added. 
“We don’t just wander in by our- 
selves.” 

Deputy Superintendent of 
Schools Linda Porter, who is also 
serving on the committee, said 
the committee’s role should be to 
find out what the community 
needs, not just what the auxiliary 
and paid police want. 

The auxiliary police were also 
deactivated in 2000 while issues, 
such as uniforms, were ironed out. 

The committee will meet again 
on Monday, Nov. 4, at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Allendale police substation. 
City Councilor Mark T, Brennan 


was appointed chairman of the 


committee. : 
Lisa Gosselin can bd reac 
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Laster egg hunt scheduled: for March 30 
The parks department will present Pittsfield’s annual Easter egg hunt on 
Saturday, March 30 at the Boys’ and Girls’ Club. 5 
The free event will start at 1 p.m. for 2 & 3 year olds, 1:30 p.m. for 4 & 5 
year olds, 2 p.m. for 6 &7 year olds and 2:30 p-m. for8 & 9 year olds. Allage — 
divisions will be held in the gym. : 
The event is open to Pittsfield children only. Prizes will be awarded in 
each age group for finding specially marked eggs. Children are required to 


Vednesday, March 20, 2002 — B7 





aster egg . 
unt scheduled 
for March 30 





bring their own baskets for the event wh 
minutes once it starts. 
For information call 499-9343. 


Ready, 


Sel... 
hunt! 


1,000 children 
prowl for prizes 
at city egg hunt 





ich generally last less than 2 





PITTSFIELD — The Depart 

ment of Parks and Recreation. 

. has announced that the annual 

b Easter egg hunt will be held on 
' Saturday, March 30. ie 
The event is co-sponsored by. 

_ the Pittsfield Boys’ & Girls’ Club 
and the Department of Parks and. 
Recreation. The hunt will be held 
' at the Boys’ & Girls’ Club on 
' Melville Street. As 
The hunt will start at 1 for 2- 
and 3-year-olds; 1:30 for 4- and 5+ 
year-olds; 2 for 6- and 7-year-olds, 

_ and 2:30 for 8- and 9-year-olds, 
All age divisions will be held in, 
the gym. iS 
The event is open to Pittsfield. 
children only. Prizes will be 
awarded in each age group for 

| finding the green, blue, orange, 
yellow and purple egg. Children: 
are required to bring their own 
bags or baskets. Path 
Participants are asked to use 


\front entrance of the club on ~ 
\\Melville Street. of f 
\ For information: 499-9343. 4. 
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By Lisa Gosselin 
Berkshire Eagle Staff Above, EGG from Bl 
PITTSFIELD — Some young- children sit “so.” the children were 
sters wore their Sunday shoes. on the gym wee oe oe room. 
Others wore their running floor at the In less than 20 seconds, the 
Soe ca Site wal a Boys’ and floor was swept clean of eggs and 
flue baricets pIsRGe shoreing awake only a few stray jelly beans re- 
Fis waiting the mained. 
eee 08 8 emp e start of the Marchesi said this was the ap 
‘running ae me to gathe Spann : yeat ne ee ie ee 
: tying to g ras Easter egg has changed little over the years. 
sel eggs Pogue ae hunt. From The event used to take place 
ce ee left Jordyn guide with real colored, har 
and Recreation drew nearly Blasiow: 8; fies SS ankoee co-sponsored 
1,000 children to the Boys’ and Kevin r this ety the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Girls’ Club on Melville Street le 4 Club and the Department of 
yesterday. er F ices and Parks 
Preparation for the event Hatch, 3, oT Sine ee : 
began a week ahead of time, and Bailee Winners of the prize baskets in 
with Boys’ and Girls’ Club staff Pierce, 3, all the 2- to 3-year-old group were 
stuffing 3,000 plastic eggs with of Pittsfield. Andrew Mucci, 3; Chrisshawna 
jellybeans. At left, ‘Moody, 3; Alexis Burke, 3; a 
Among them were 20 wooden _ Mildred Rozak, 2, and Tyanna Thomas, 45 
eggs, each worth a toy-filled Small holds Winners in the 4- to 5-year-o 
nae nagn et: F lea dies up a winning group were Eulisa Roped dee 
es Ss took place, on or ae (0) wooden egg ren Russo; Devin aes a 
Wooden’ Gees Were hidded a Nhe tend eee 
E 5. : 
among roughly 750 plastic ones, Spel uy In the 6- to 7-year-old hunt, 
all colored green, blue, orange, Ghrichirna winners were Cameron Arace, 7; 
yellow and purple. 3 Ryan Grande, 6; Anthony Sears, 
20-second sweep me 7; Myles Candelet, 6, and Ryan 
3 7. 
Before each hunt, the children from tates in the 8- to 9-year-old 
stood on the sidelines bouncing Pittsfield. 


impatiently from one foot to the 
other, swinging their baskets in 
the air, and asking, “Daddy, how 
many minutes now?” 

Some tried to scope out the 
eggs lying on the gymnasium 
floor to see if they could spot the 
wooden ones. : 

“Three, two, one,” Recreation 
Director John Marchesi counted, 
but before he could get out the 
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16. Pittsfield High School Band 
17. Pittsfield High School color guard 
i 18. Pittsfield High School cheerleaders 
‘e 19. Crosby Schoo! float 
fe 20. Crosby School marchers 
21. Western New England Divers float 
22. Western New England Divers 
marchers 
23. BRTA float 
24. BRTA marchers 


Avenue) 
25. Taconic High School Band 
26. Taconic High Schoo! color guard 
27. Taconic High School cheerleaders 
28. Williams School float 
29. Williams School marchers 
30. WUPE Radio float 
31. WUPE Radio marchers 
32. Conte Community School marchers 
33. Sacred Heart School float 
34. Sacred Heart School marchers 
Section 4 35. East Coast float 


(Pittsfield School driveway to Appleton 86. Pittsfield Police gryiser 
ON3)o 


Halloween parade 
meeting is set 


2 ae for this Friday 





var PITTSFIELD — The Depart- club plansy); bz Winter carnival 

dy 3 ment of Community Services- open meeting hiva 
Parks & Recreation announces ‘ The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee 
. 5 ie the first organizational meeting PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield % 


for the Halloween parade. The 
meeting will be held this Friday 
at 7 p.m. at the Department of 
Parks & Recreation, Springside 
House, 874 North St. The parade 
is planned for Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. 

All entries to the parade must 
have a theme that is Halloween 
related and any groups wishing to 
take part in the parade should 
have a representative at this first 
meeting. 

Local organizations are invited 
to attend this meeting if they plan 
to enter a float, band or marching 
unit. The parade is sponsored by 
the Department of Community 
Services-Parks epee For 
more inform j 43. 

LOTS 


Halloween Parade 


meeting tomorrow 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Services, 
Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the second orga- 
nizational meeting for the 58th 
annual Halloween parade will 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. at Springside 
House, 874 North St. 

The parade will be held Friday, 
Oct. 25, at 7 p.m. 

All entries to the parade must 
have a theme that is Halloween- 
related and any groups wishing 
to take part in the parade should 

‘have a representative at this 
meeting. . 

Local organizations are invited 
to attend this meeting if they 
plan to enter a float, band or 
marching unit. 

The parade is sponsored by the 
Department of Community Ser- 
vices, Parks and Recreation. 
Information: 499-9343. Jo 


Speed , ween ) 


Parks Speed Skating Club, in 
conjunction with the Department 
of Community Services, Parks 
and Recreation, will conduct its © 
annual registration Wednesday. 

The open meeting has been 
scheduled for 7 p.m. at the 
Springside House at 874 North St. 

The club will register new and 
returning members, fit members 
with skates, accept dues and dis- 
cuss the year’s upcoming events. 

Returning members who have 
skates from the previous season 
are asked to bring them to the 
meeting. 

The club offers coaching, two 
skating sessions per week and its 
annual Learn to Skate program. 

Further information: Angel,: 
442-3242, days. 


I, bs 
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- age group were Kyle Grande, 8; 
Sillian Johnson, 9, and Stacy Oso; 
rio, 9. 


Photos by 
Mandana Marsh 





. All the winneys were from 
\pisted 3 We Jy cg 
> PITTSFIELD: The annua 

Friends of Wild Acres children’s 
fishing derby will be held Sa- 
turday and Sunday from 7 a.m. to 
7p.m. both days. The derby is free 
for children ages 6 to 14, Wild 
Acres is located at 479 South 
Mountain Road. Further informa- 
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f tion: Pittsfield Parks We ent » 
i it 499-9343, ais ob 
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: Photo by ne Marsh 

Alexis Burke, 3, of Pittsfield meets the Easter Bunny at the - 

eitv’s annual Easter egg hunt yesterday. J/ 
# 


sets button contest~ 


will begin the 2003 festival with 
a button design contest open to all studentsin the Pittsfield schools. 

The theme of the button design must be related to winter. 

Button applications have been delivered to area schools. Completed 
applications will be-picked up from the schools on October 11. 


Applications may also be picked up and dropped off at Springside House 
at 874 North Street through October 11. 


Winners will be chosen at the Winte 
Wednesday, October 16. 

Grade categories will be K-2, 3-5, 6-8 an 
will receive a $25 Berkshire Mall certifica 
awarded a $50 Berkshire Mall certificate 
Winter Carnival button. 

The contest is sponsored by Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee of the 
Department of Community Services Parks and Recreation. ‘ 
, Buttons will be sold by Carnival Queen contestants with proceeds to help 
pay for the Carnivalevents. 

Buttons will be onsale January 13, 2003, thru February 10, 2003. 

Button:contest chairman Ron Przedpelski may be reached at 443-1517. 


Gk b los” 


rt Sports Committee meeting on 


d 9-12 and each category winner 
te. A grand prize winner will be 
with the design used for the 2003 _ 





‘Spider-Man’ stops to greet 2-year-old Troy Taylor as his father, Wade Taylor, le 
- and Brenda Davis look on during the 58th annual 


es ee — A. resi / Serenata Staff 
ft, 13-year-old Trisha Taylor 
Halloween Parade on North Street in Pittsfield last night. 


Heroes, pirates and ... coffee? 


Thousands turn out 
to cheer Halloween 
pageantry in city 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — It was cloudy and 
seasonably cold last night, but that was 
perfect weather for the scary creatures 
of all ages who descended on the city to 
participate in the 58th annual Hallowe- 
en Parade. 

A total of 31 schools and organiza- 
tions were represented by bands, floats 

“or marching units that weaved their 
way up East Street, through Park 
Square and down North Street to the 
howls and cheers of several thousand 
warmly dressed spectators. 

The Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment, which sponsors the parade, esti- 
mated last night’s crowd at around 
11,000. 

“The weather was good,” Parks and 
Recreation Director John C. Marchesi 
said. : 

Only 8,000 spectators attended last 
year’s parade when howling winds lim- 
ited the usually robust turnout for the 
popular event. 

Before the parade began, several 
heads turned as a young woman dres- 
sed like a nun walked down North 
Street. 

PARADE, continued on B5 


Austin Reardon, 8, of Crosby Elementary School in Pittsfield sits on top 


dos 


of the parade’s winning float, ‘Halloween Party at the Nor 


/6 


Pole 


A 


Julie A. Brown / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pirates prowled on the East Coast Refinishing float, featuring the bow of the late Sea Bee from 
Allendale Shopping Center, and along North Street during the 58th annual Pittsfield Halloween 


Parade last night. 


PARADE from B1 


Turning to a companion, the 
woman said, “You’d think people 
had never seen a nun before.” 

Not on this night, when the 
denizens of the dark — ghosts, 
witches, goblins and their ilk — 
traditionally take center stage. 

Crosby Elementary School was 
awarded the $150 first prize for 
best float, “Halloween Party at the 


»» North Pole.” The float brought 
Halloween and Christmas togeth- 
 -er. Adults and children dressed in 


traditional Halloween costumes 
shared space on the back of a 


rf flatbed truck with a Christmas 


tree. 
The second-place prize of $125 


if went to Sacred Heart School’s 


float, “Trick or Treat Under the 
Sea.” East Coast Refinishing of 
Pittsfield was awarded the third- 
place prize of $100 for its float, 
which resembled a ghost ship. 

East Coast’s entry featured a 
pirate ship motif that included 
the bow of the Sea Bee, the ship 
sculpture that spent 12 years par- 
tially buried in the Allendale 
Shopping Center’s parking lot 
until it was removed in Sep- 
tember. The bow was situated on 
top of the float on a flatbed truck. 

Kevin Dondi, who marched be- 
hind the float, said East Coast 
Refinishing planned to send the 
bow to an artist in California after 
the parade. 

Capeless, Egremont, Stearns 
and Williams elementary schools 
also had floats entered in last 
night’s parade. 

In the band competition, Ta- 
conic High School received the 


$150 first prize, while Pittsfield 
High School was awarded $125 for 
finishing second. 

Along with the floats and the 
bands were several colorfully 
dressed marchers. Some partici- 
pants came up with creative takes 
on the usual horror theme: A boy 
who attends Williams Elementary 
School wore a costume designed 
to make him look from a distance 
like a man carrying his decapitat- 
ed head in his arms. 


Ghoulish experiments 


Thousands cheer Halloween pageantry | 


Then there was 11-year-old 4 
Jack Elliott of Pittsfield, who 
came dressed as a cup of coffee. 
Elliott was clad in a round card- 
board cylinder that looked like a 
cup topped with brown paper. 

How does it feel to be a cup of 
coffee? 

“Lots of people are waving,” he 
said. 

Tony Dobrowolski can be 
reached at tdobrowolski@berk- 
shireeagle.com. 


Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


/> Ruler 


John Magner, plumbing manager at Carr Hardware and Supply 
Co., demonstrates his ‘Mad Scientist’ section of the Pittsfield 
Police Department’s Haunted House yesterday in the old Arena 
at 10 Lyman St. in Pittsfield. The haunted house is open today 
from 7 to 10 p.m. and tomorrow from 1 to 4. The cost is $4; $2 for 


children under 10. 





Crosby School drove away with the top float prize in Friday’s 58th annual parade with a holiday hybrid 


that depicted “Halloween at the North Pole.” 


Recen 


The Pittsfield Gazette October 31, 2002 


Members of the Pittsfield High School marching band 


prepare to enter the parade lineup. — 


A 25-minute mini-extravaganza 
_ kicks off the Halloween season 


October March 


The film “Monsters, Inc.” inspired Stearns School's float, which 
featured youngsters’ heads popping out of hidden windows. 


_ Bubble-blowing proved a fun diversion for 
waiting for their floats to. mobilize. _- 


tly renamed Highland School marked its switch to Capeless School 


with ghoulish humor, including a gravestone for the traditional name. 


ELALULAKSAULGLIs DEON AS LEO UU Ue 


> PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 


~—-announced-the following winners _ 


of costume award prizes in the 
58th annual Halloween parade: 
Brittany Brasie, Capeless School, 
Grade 2; Crystal Garrity, Stearns 
School, Grade 5; Emma Peplow- 
ski, Sacred Heart School, Grade 2; 
Michael Peplowski, Elm Pre- 
school; Rachele Wessler Rosiello, 
Williams School, Grade 1; Ashley 
McLaughlin, Crosby School, Grade 
2; Austin Came, Capeless, kinder- 
-garten; Mary Tremblay, Lanes- 
boro Elementary, Grade 3; Amy 
Pannesco, Crosby, Grade 5; Mi- 
chael Janchuk, Sacred Heart, 
Grade-3; Maria Giacoletto, Cape- 


less, Grade 1; Jordan Davenport, ~ 


~ Elm Preschool; Colleen Maretti, 
Capeless, Grade 5; Cheyenne Cal- 
kins, Morningside School, kinder- 
garten; Cassandra Hebler, Mor- 
ningside, Grade 4, and Alexis and 
Bryan Brophy. {j fe we 


a IMMEDI h- 


Colorful costumes abounded as young paradegoers — march- 
ers, float-riders and spectators — shared the Halloween spirit. 


Lineup finalized for Halloween Parade. 


The Pittsfield Halloween Parade 
kicks off Friday at 7 p.m. The parade 
forms on East Street, proceeds 
through Park Square to North Street 
and, finally, to Wahconah Street. 


1. Pittsfield Police Cruiser 

2. V.EW. Post 448 Color Guard 

3. Halloween Grand Marshall Sheriff 
Carmen C. Massimiano 

4. Berkshire County Sheriff’s Office Float 


5. Berkshire County Sheriff's Office - 


Marchers 

6. Pittsfield Fire Truck 

7. Pittsfield Winter Carnival Queen and 
Lady in Waiting 

8. Eagles Band 

9. Egremont School Marchers 

10. Stearns School Float 

11. Stearns School Marchers 

12. Capeless School Float 


13. Capeless School noren/ 0 A ¥| 


14. Troop 340 Lanesboro Brownies 

15. Morningside Crime Watchers Marchers 
. Pittsfield High School Band 
. Pittsfield High School Color Guard 
. Pittsfield High School Cheerleaders 
. Crosby School! Float 
. Crosby School Marchers 
. Western New England Divers Float 
. Western New England Divers Marchers 
. BRTA Bus Float 
. BRTA Bus Marchers 

5. Taconic High School Band 
. Taconic High School Color Guard 
. laconic High School Cheerleaders 
. Williams School Float 
. Williams Schoot Marchers 
30. WUPE Radio Float 

. WUPE Radio Marchers 
. Conte Schoo! Marchers 
. Sacred Heart School Float 

34. Sacred Heart School Marchers 

35. East Coast Float 


36. Pittsfield Police Cruiser 
os Be 
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Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
3rendan Kordana of Adams got down and dirty often last night 
n his team’s Berkshire County Babe Ruth age 13 tournament 
game against Pittsfield at Balardini Field in Adams. Above, 
Kordana goes into his slide on a steal of second as Pittsfield’s 
Jeff Fields awaits the throw. Below, Kordana dives back into 
first base on a pickoff attempt. The results? Out above and safe 
below. The teams meet again tomorrow at 5:30 at,the Benedict 


Road field in Pittsfield. 





Pittsfield L3s 
win 4-3, force 
deciding game 


By Tom Ryan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ ADAMS — Tim Loehr felt pret- 
ty bad about missing his team’s 
first game in the Berkshire Coun- 
ty Babe Ruth age 13 tournament. 

Last night, he made up for it in 
a big way. 

Loehr, who missed Pittsfield’s 
first game against Adams last Fri- 
day because of a wedding in the 
family, delivered a two-out single 
in the top of the seventh to score 
Sean Bush with what proved to be 
the winning run in a 4-3 triumph 
over Adams at Balardini Field. 

Adams, which had been unbeat- 
en in the double-elimination tour- 
nament, will butt heads with 

Pittsfield again tomorrow at 5:30 
at the Benedict Road field in 
Pittsfield for a winner-take-all tilt. 

Adams had defeated Pittsfield 
3-2 in the tournament opener. 

“T felt pretty bad about missing 
the first game against Adams, but 
that hit makes up for it a lot,” 
Loehr said. “I wasn’t really look- 

ing for any certain pitch, I just 
wanted to hit the ball. It felt pret- 
ty good. But we’ve still got to win 
another game.” 

Playing their fourth game in as 
many days, Pittsfield appeared to 
have hit the wall when they fell 
behind 3-0 after three innings. 
That wall soon became a tempo- 
rary obstacle. 


Picking away at lead 


Pittsfield scored single runs in 
the fourth and sixth, setting the 
stage for the big seventh. 

Aaron Ricci started the Pitts- 
field uprising by drawing a walk 

~ and stealing second off Adams 
starter Adam Wright. 

Brett Eksuzian followed with a 
hit to center to score Ricci and tie 
the game at 3-3. Sean Bush pinch 

ran for Eksuzian and stole sec- 
ond, but Wright came back and 
nites Ryan LaRochelle for the 


% 


first out of the inning. 

Rich Sorinano then came on in 
relief and struck out Josh 
Stumpek for the second out of the 
frame. 

That brought up Loehr, who 
added to the drama by working 
the count full. After fouling off a 
few serves, he laced a shot into 
left field to plate Bush. 

“It’s pretty ironic that Tim, who 
missed the first game against 
Adams, comes up with the big hit 
tonight,” said Pittsfield manager 
Gildo DeSanctis. “Not only that, 
but we had him playing out of 
position at third, and he did a 
good job there, too. 

“Going in the loser’s bracket 
after the first game is something 
nobody wants to do, but we felt we 
had the pitching to handle it.” 

All three Adams runs scored on 
passed balls. For Pittsfield, win- 
ning pitcher Steve Demastrie and 
Josh Cook drove in runs with sac- 
rifice flies, 


Win for Demastrie 


_ Demastrie went the distance for 
Pittsfield to get the win, scatter- 
ing seven hits and striking out 
five. 

“Steven did the job last Friday 
night [against Adams], but we just 
couldn’t score for him,” said 
DeSanctis. “For a time tonight, it 
looked like it was going to be the 
same story. I didn’t think three 
runs would be enough to beat us. 

“Even though they got ahead 
early, Steve didn’t get rattled. I 
think all the tournament experi- 
ence that he and a lot of these 
others had last year really helped. 
They just don’t get rattled at all. 
And Steve was pretty determined 
out there.” 

Wright pitched well for Adams, 
allowing eight hits and striking 
out five. 

_ Jeff Field had three hits for 


Pittsfield. Soriano had two for yy 
Adams. 4 Uy 
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Pittsfield 
13s are 
victorious 


Eagle Staff Reports 
LEOMINSTER — The West State Babe 


Ruth 13-year-old tournament started . 
with six teams. Last night, the field was 


trimmed to three. 

One of those still playing is Pittsfield. 

Joe Harrington’s single with one out in 
the bottom of the seventh inning scored 
Tim Loehr with the winning run and lift- 
ed Pittsfield to a 3-2 win over Leominster 
last night at McLaughlin Park, 

With the win, Pittsfield advances to the 
loser’s bracket final tonight at 6:30 p.m. 


' against Westfield. With: a win, Pittsfield 


would advance to the championship 
game tomorrow at 5:30 p.m. against the 
Joe Schwartz League champion from 
Worcester. 

Loehr led off the seventh by drawing a 
walk off Leominster reliever John Porier 
and went to second on a wild pitch. 
Winning pitcher Jeff Fields moved Loehr 
to third with a ground out, Harrington . 
followed with a blast to left-center field 
that bounced off the bottom of the fence, 
allowing Loehr to score - | 

ni} 
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/Win for 13s 


RUTH from Cl 

Fields went the distance, allow- 
ing seven hits and striking out 
five. 

Pittsfield scored its other runs 
in the third. Aaron Ricci and 
Ryan LaRochelle both walked 
and later scored on a double by 
Fields. 

Loehr and Pat Geary each fin- 
ished with two hits. 17/0 


/ Pittsfield Junior FB s 


the First Street Common in Pittsfield 
Prospective players must be 
than 13 years of age on Sept. 1. All 
must register, and players must obtain 
physician in order to play. 
There will be a $20 equipment fee 


and new players must bring a copy of a 


ign-ups to start. 


at least 8 years of age, and not more 
returning and prospective Players © 


@ medical waiver from a family 


Players must be accompanied by a peice ee oe ator: 


t or guardian at registration 
birth certificate, (¢; i : 


Information: Pittsfield Parks and Recreation, 499-9343, Le A bs iy 


ee 
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‘le, Thursday, July 11, 2002 — 

) /P ittsfield 

earns trip 
to state 


Ruth 15s 


Eagle Staff Reports 


ADAMS — The Pittsfield Babe 
Ruth 15-year old All-Stars got two 
tickets punched for the price of 
one yesterday. 

Pittsfield scored four runs in 
the top of the third inning and 
Devin Mackey shut Adams out 
the rest of the way for a rain- 
delayed, 4-2 win that advanced 
Pittsfield out of the loser’s brack- 
et and into the championship 
game against North Adams. 

The win not only gave Pittsfield 
the right to play for the Berkshire 
County title tonight against 
North Adams, but earned it the 
right to play in the state Babe 
Ruth tournament. That’s because 
as the host team, North Adams 
earned an automatic berth in the 
state event, which starts on July 
20, at Joe Wolfe Field, 

& Pittsfield came into yesterday 
trailing 2-0, as Tuesday’s game 
; Was stopped after 1 1/2 innings 
Ul because of rain. Pittsfield starter 
8, Mackey, who gave up two runs on 
1+ Tuesday, pitched a shutout third 
S_ inning, and Pittsfield came alive 
in the fourth. 

a Adams gave up four runs on 
rnd t € one hit, one walk, an error and a 
ae o pair of hit-batsmen by losing 

: 1 

] 
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pitcher Kyle Malloy. He hit 
Tucker Sheran with the bases 
loaded for the first run, and 
Pittsfield took the lead on a two- 
run error. The fourth run was 
scored on Pat Bresnahan’s field- 
er’s choice ground out. 

Mackey did the rest, holding 
Adams to one hit and striking out 
four in the final five innings. 

On Tuesday, Adams scored two 
runs in the top of the second 
inning as Mackey walked Jake 
Gaylord and Kyle Delmolino to 
y open the inning. After Jason 
Cre Koperniak popped out, Phil 
Demers ripped a two-run double 
to center. One out later, Malloy 
singled to center, and Demers 
was thrown out at the plate trying 
to score. 

Malloy had two of Adams’ three 
hits. Brandon Price, T.J. Reilly 
and Jason Krieger had hits off 
Malloy and Tom Moncecchi., 


& 
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ittsfield 13s win \ 


RUTH from C1 
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Tied at one.after three innin 
. ae os 
Pittsfield took’the lead for ep 








title game 


Eagle Staff Reports 


PITTSFIELD — Adams has an oppo- 
nent in the Berkshire County Babe Ruth 
13-year-old tournament championship 
game, and it is a familiar foe. 

Pittsfield worked its way out of the 
loser’s bracket to reach the tournament 
final. Pittsfield took that step yesterday 
with a 12-1 win over Dalton at the 
Benedict Road field. The game was 
stopped after the Dalton fifth inning by 
the 10-run mercy rule. 

With the win, Pittsfield will play 
Adams today at 5:30 at Ugo Balardini 
Field in Adams. These teams met last 
Friday in the tourney’s first game, with 
Adams eking out a 3-2 victory. 

Pittsfield took control of yesterday’s 
game early, scoring five runs in the top of 
the first inning and never looking back. 
Jeff Fields got things rolling with a two- 
run single and Brett Eksuzian had the 
big hit, a three-run double. 

The Pittsfield pitching did the rest. 
Winning pitcher Pat Geary threw three 
shutout innings and gave up one hit. 
Reliever Ryan LaRochelle gave up arun 
on one hit, as Dalton scored in the fifth. 

Brian Pedrotti was the first of three 
pitchers for Dalton, and the three com- 
bined to give up nine hits. Fields and 
Eksuzian had two _ hits each, while 
Pittsfield’s Josh Cook hit a solo home run 
in Pittsfield’s three-run fourth inning. 
Pittsfield also scored three in the second 

Ifa second game is necessary it will be 
played Friday at a site to be determined 
prior to the start of today’s game. 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth to hold ticket sale ® 
| 


SEE 


/Soccer league taking registrations 


The Pittsfield Summer Soccer League is accepting applications for 

~ «the upcoming season, which will run from May 20 to July 12. Games 

- will be played weeknights at Taconic High at 6 p.m. Seniors will play 

; at Crosby. : : 

’ The following are the divisions of play: mites (ages 6-7), midgets : 
(ages 8-9), juniors (ages 10-12), seniors (ages 13-15). 
Applications for registration will be sent home through the - 

Pittsfield public and parochial schools. They are also available at the 
Department of Parks and Recreation in Pittsfield. Application - 


© deadline is April 28.--> pe 
For more information: Call Lance eee eae iy fe 
2 dS y 
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/ Pittsfield Babe Ruth sign-ups April 6 
The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will hold a registration session on 
Saturday, April 6, from 9 a.m. until noon at Springside House, 874 
North St. 
Players must be between 13-15 years of age. All players who 
participated in the 13-year-old division last year must sign up again. 
Tryouts will be held on Saturday, April 20, at the First Street 
* Common. Times will be announced at registration, / J4 
, ee ay 


City softball league sets sign-up dates Vl 
The Pittsfield city softball league is seeking umpires and an 
umpire-in-chief for the upcoming season. ee 
Registration for the minor and major league divisions in the sa 
will occur at the Springside House on North Street on Saturday, Ap: 
6, from noon to 3 and on Monday night, April 7, from 6 to 8. . 
"New players and players currently in the league must register a 
this time. Registration fee is $20 per player and $10 for each addition: 
member of the same family. Volunteers for other AD ZES. are 
also encouraged to inquire. x RPS. 
For information call Paul Cote at 841-1766. 4 >) ZL 8 


see ES 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth tryouts scheduledS 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will hold tryouts at the Pittsfield 
common Saturday and Sunday beginning at 9 a.m. . 
Anyone who has not signed up may do so at the tryouts. Openings \ 2A 


15-year-olds are numerous. : 2 
The tryout schedule is as follows: ) \ £ 
Saturday — Group 13A, 9 a.m. Group 14-15A, 12:30 p.m. = /: 
Sunday — Group 13B, 12 p.m. Group 14-15B, 3:30 p.m. i= Pe 


\ 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League will hold its annual season ticket 
sale Sunday from 10 to noon. Players and volunteers will be selling the 
tickets throughout the city for $1 each, Proceeds will help defray the 
cost of running the league. 

Players, coaches and parents should meet at Springside House on yA 


»\ North Street at 9:30 a.m. € ) 9) ol : A 


A 
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C ounty Babe Ruth 


tourney starts today — 


Eagle Staff Reports 








The Berkshire County Babe Ruth age 13 tournament will 
commence today with defending champion Pittsfield playing 
Adams at Ugo Balardini Field at 5:30. a 

The winner of that game will host North Adams on Saturday ~ 
at 1. Also on Saturday, Dalton will play at South Berkshire, | 
also at 1. 

The championship game in the double-elimination tourna- “ 
ment is set for July 3 at the field of the unbeaten team. That - 
game is scheduled for 5:30, 

An if game will be played on Friday, July 5. 

Age 14, 15 begin July 5 

The age 14 and 15 tournaments are also set to begin on 
Friday, July 5. 

The 14-year-old tournament will be played at various sites 
throughout the county. In an opening-round game, South 
Berkshire will play at Adams at 5:30, with the winner playing 
again on Saturday, July 6, at North Adams at 1. Also on July 6, 
Dalton will play at Pittsfield, also at 1 at Deming Field. 

The 15-year-old tournament, which will be held at Balardini . 
Field in Adams, also begins on July 5, when Dalton plays © 
Adams at 5:30. On Saturday, July 6, North Adams will play 
South Berkshire at noon while the winner of the — 
Daiton/Adams game will play Pittsfield at 3. 3 

The championship game in both divisions is slated for a 
Wednesday, July 10, at 5:30 p.m., with an if game to be played 
the following day. 


Pittsfield 13s stay alive " 
in Babe Ruth tournament | 


Eagle Staff Reports will be played on Friday at 5:30 at a site 


Pittsfield, Dalton win 
in Ruth 14 tournament 


Eagle Staff Reports 


NORTH ADAMS — Jeff Fields scat- that will be determined by a coin flip. 


tered three hits and struck out seven in 
five innings for work to lead Pittsfield to 
a 7-6 win over North Adams last night in 
the Babe Ruth 13-year-old tournament at 
Joe Wolfe Field. 

With the win, Pittsfield advances to the 
loser’s bracket final, and will host Dalton 
today at 5:30, at Benedict Field. The win- 
ner of that game will play Adams in the 

_ Berkshire County championship game 
\tomorrow at Balardini Field in Adams. 


Trailing 6-2 after five innings, North 
Adams scored twice in the bottom of the 
sixth to get within two runs. 

Pittsfield came back with a single run 
in the seventh, but North Adams wasn’t 
done and scored twice in the seventh. 
The hosts had the tying run on third with 
two outs. But Pittsfield reliever Josh 


before giving way/ t 

England. As Day 
Cook came on inthe h. 

a | 


in the fourth. Steve Demastrie 
and Ben Correia each Singled 
pe Tuns, and another run 
Scored on a sacrifice fl 
Harrington, cere 

North Adams Scored once in 
the bottom of the inning, but 
Pittsfield countered with two 
nee runs in the fifth. 

€mastrie and Case Giff 

each had RBI doubles. i 

Mike Meaney pitched the first 4 
2-3 Innings for North Adams 


. four innings. 


David Glass went 3-for 3 with two RBIs and scattered five hits 
and struck out eight in five innings of mound work to lead the 
Pittsfield 14-year-old Babe Ruth All-Stars to a 12-1 win over 
North Adams in the Berkshire County tournament yesterday at 
Joe Wolfe Field. 

With the win, Pittsfield advances to the final, and will host a 
yet-to-be determined opponenet on Wednesday at 5:30 at 
Deming Field. : 

In the other game, Dalton beat Adams 10-5. 

Tonight, Dalton will play at South Berkshire at 5:30, North 
Adams, meanwhile, will face the winner of that game tomorrow. 


Pittsfield 12, Adams 1 


NORTH ADAMS — Tied 1-1 after one inning, Pittsfield struck 
for five runs in the second, added two more in the fourth, and 
then close it out with four more in the fifth. 

In the second, Brendon Burke and Glass had RBI singles 
while Dan Haddad a two-run triple. 

Haddad, Pat Noland and Demspey Quinn all finished with two 
hits for Pittsfield. 

Dalton 10, Adams 5 

ADAMS — Dalton used a five-run third and a three-run sixth 
to remain alive for another day. In the third, Dalton had just two 
hits, but took advantage of three Adams errors. 

Sean Stokes pitched 4 2-3 innings of no-hit baseball for 
Dalton. Zack Magistro started for Adams and pitched the first 
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Pittsfield advances 
in Ruth 15 tourney 


ADAMS — John Pavolko scattered three hits and struck out 
three in four innings of work and the Pittsfield Babe Ruth age 
15 All-Star team erupted for a total of 13 runs in the second and 
third innings to beat South Berkshire 13-1 last night at 
Balardini Field. The game was called after 4 1/2 innings by the 
mercy rule. 

With the win, Pittsfield advances to the loser’s bracket final 
and will play Adams tonight at 5:30 p.m. at Balardini Field. The 
winner of that game will play in the championship tomorrow 
night against North Adams. 

Pittsfield scored five runs in the second inning. TJ. Reilly, 
Pavolko and Chris Barber all had RBI singles in the inning. In 
the eight-run third, Jason Krieger had a two-run single, 
Brandon Price a two-run triple, Barber an RBI double and 
Pavolko an RBI triple. 

Reilly, Pavolko and Barber all had two hits for Pittsfielp. 

Chris Phillips pitched the fifth for the winners. 
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City officials need facts on Pontoosuc 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

I want to thank the city coun- 
cilors who opposed Councilor 
Arlos’ petition to have the city 
take over ownership of Pontoosuc 
Lake. I am grateful they recog- 
nized that a decision of that mag- 
nitude should not be taken with- 
out looking thoroughly into the 
subject. 

In 1998, when we realized the 
lake was going to change owner- 
ship when the county was dis- 
mantled, the Friends of Pon- 
toosuc Lake and the County Com- 
mission organized a study group. 
We reached out to a wide range of 
interested parties, from the city, 
Lanesboro, the state DEM, the 
Executive Office of Environmen- 
tal Affairs, the Berkshire Region- 
al Planning Commission, City 
Councilors Bill Barry and Joe 
Guzzo, Sen. Nuciforo, Reps. Kelly 
and Larkin, the Bass Fishermen’s 
Association, the county, as well as 
the Friends of Pontoosuc Lake. 
We met at least once a month fora 
year, and by the end we had thor- 
oughly discussed and investigat- 
ed the options and had come to a 
consensus. 

In a nutshell, no one has the 
money or manpower to do the job 
properly. Owning the lake means 
being responsible for the dam, 
which poses a considerable risk to 
downtown Pittsfield. The state 
was willing to take over that re- 
sponsibility and we are grateful. 
The state representatives were 
honest about the fact that the 
state did not have the money or 
staff to manage the lake, and that 
is exactly what a lake of this size 
and recreational appeal requires. 

Mayor Gerry Doyle surprised us 
by stepping forward and offering 
the city to run the harvesting pro- 
gram. We believed that that was 
the best compromise; let the state 
take over the responsibility for 
the dam and let the city take over 
the weed harvesting program. A 
memorandum of understanding 
was written to make sure that the 
harvesters remained available to 
Pontoosuc Lake, as well as the 
other lakes that have been using 
these machines. If the city were to 
choose to stop running the pro- 
gram, the right of first refusal for 
the machines would go to Lanes- 
boro, and then to DEM. 

The weed harvesting program 
is not a perfect system, but we 
believe that there is no one per- 
fect solution to the problem of 
weeds in a lake. Weed harvesting 
is no different than mowing your 
lawn. It is a cumbersome task, but 


if it is done frequently enough, it 
will keep the vegetation low. A 
study done on the lake in 1997 
concluded that the weed harvest- 
ing program is a reasonable op- 
tion for Pontoosuc. The machines 
we own are also the proverbial 
bird in the hand. We already own 
them, and they are the least ex- 
pensive method for keeping the 
weeds at bay — if there are at 
least two cuttings per summer. If 
Pontoosuc were to try using 
chemicals to kill their weeds, it 
could be expensive, it could cause 
undesirable environmental side 
effects and potential human 
health effects, and it would still be 
only a temporary solution. 

The lake is a mess now, as we 
feared six months ago when Bob 
Mellace left and his position as 
the director of the Parks Depart- 
ment was not filled immediately. 
Now the budget for that position 
has been cut by the City Council, 
and we aren’t paying enough to 
keep people on the harvesters. 


Everyone agrees that the lake is a 
valuable economic, recreational, 
and natural resource that needs to 
be protected and cared for. We 
need to re-establish the parks di- 
rector position as a full-time posi- 
tion and increase the salaries for 


the folks on the weed harvesters. . 
Maybe we haven’t tooted our « 


own horn enough, but there is a 


concerned and active group of ~ 


people working to improve the 
conditions at Pontoosuc Lake, 
and before rash decisions are pro- 
posed and voted on at City Coun- 
cil meetings, we hope that the city 
councilors will reach out to those 
who know the lake well in order to 
double-check the facts. 

For more information, or to 
become involved, we hope people 
will call Lee Hauge in Lanesboro 
at 442-6691 or Michele Rivers 
Murphy in Pittsfield at 443-7881. 


CAROLYN W. SIBNER _ 


Pittsfield, July 10, 2002 


The author is past president of 


the Friends of Pontoosuc. 


Weed program hurt by city politics 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

Ihave with interest your article 
on the plight of Pontoosuc Lake 
and your editorial calling for state 
ownership of the lake. Though I 
have no opinion on the merits of 
state ownership, I respectfully 
suggest that lake ownership is not 
the issue. It is the ownership of 
the weed harvester machine that 
is the problem. I live on Laurel 
Lake, which is essentially owned 
by the state although it lies within 
the boundaries of the towns of 
Lee and Lenox. 

The weed harvester belonged 
originally to Berkshire County, 
bought with our tax dollars. When 
county government was dis- 
solved, Pittsfield took custody of 


the harvester. The city was to 


maintain the harvester and make 
it available to all as the county 
had. For years the homeowners 
on the lake and the towns of Lee 
and Lenox which maintain town 
beaches on Laurel Lake have co- 
operated to “rent” the weeder 
once or twice a summer to harvest 
weeds. Usually there was one har- 
vesting in late June with another 
possible in August. 

Last year, for the first time, we 
dealt with the Parks and Recre- 
ation Department in Pittsfield. By 
the time the harvester was finally 
installed on Laurel Lake, it was 
late August. The person responsi- 
ble for operating it was insuffi- 





ciently instructed, the places . 


weeded were not the ones con- 
tracted for, and the weeding was » 
too little, too late. 

It appears that the situation has 
not improved in 2002. It is mid- 
July. There is no sign of the weed- 


er, and no response from Pitts- 
field. The weeder does not belong 


to Pittsfield. It belongs to the peo-¢ 
ple of the county. If Pittsfield can- 
not operate the weeder to the ben- 


efit of all, perhaps custody of the ‘ 


harvester should reside else- 
where. Lanesboro? Lee? Lenox? 


Anywhere that is not continuous- _ 


ly paralyzed by political inaction. 
PENELOPE CAREY 
Lee, July 9, 2002 


to harvest 


By D.R. Bahlman 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A three-mem- 
ber work crew is scheduled to con- 


tinue weed harvesting on Pon-~ 


toosuc Lake starting today. ©» 


The plan to assign two city em" 


ployees to work under a supervi- 
sor who has long experience in 
the operation of the city’s weed 
harvesting equipment was agreed 
upon following meetings with 
- Mayor Sara Hathaway, an officer 
of the Friends of Pontoosuc said 
last night. 
To date this season, weed har- 
vesting operations have been car- 






weeds at Pontoosuc Fm, 


ried out by one person. Faced 
with budget constraints and un- 
derstaffing, city officials were un- 
able to hire seasonal help and 
began harvesting weeds late this 


In revious’ years, four people 


conducted the weed harvesting 


program, making two “cuttings” 
during the season. 
Possible solutions 


Michele Rivers Murphy, co- 
president of the Friends of Pon- 
toosuc, made the announcement 
at Itam Lodge on Waubeek Road, 
where more than 100 people gath- 
ered to discuss the current status 





elt around the lake’s edge but is empty of docks, floats — and swimmers: | 0 73k 
ro 





Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Tuesday, July 16, 2002 
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City to deploy 3-member crew 


of the lake and to hear details of 
possible long-term solutions to 
the proliferation of non-native 
weed species. 


Murphy said that if the three: | 


person crew is not on the lake 
today, the Friends of Pontoosuc’ 
will seek an “immediate meeting” 
with Hathaway and city coun- 
cilors to discuss the possibility of 
subcontracting the work. 
Moderated by state Sen. Andrea 
F. Nuciforo Jr., D-Pittsfield, last 
night’s meeting featured presen- 
tations from representatives of 
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Photo by Julie A. Brown 


Quentin Holes of Pittsfield pulls his boat ashore among weeds be- 
tween the boat ramp and dam at Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. 


City to deploy 


organizations concerned with the 
management and preservation of 
Pontoosuc Lake, Onota Lake and 
Lake Buel, which is situated in 
Monterey and New Marlboro. 

Robert S. Mellace of the state 
Department of Environmental 
Management also addressed the 
meeting, : 

The aim of the gathering was to 
share experiences and advice on 
topics ranging from the availabili- 
ty of state grants to purchase 
weed. harvesting equipment (there 
are no grant programs that fund 
such purchases) to strategies for 
the eradication of weeds. 

It was agreed that there is no 
“silver bullet,” although good 
short-term results can be achieved 
with careful planning and persist- 
ence. 

Such was the case on Onota 
Lake, which had “two great years” 
following applications in 1999 and 


crew to harvest weed 


2000 of Sonar, a systemic herbi- 
cide that attacks the Eurasian 
milfoil weeds that plagued the 
lake, said Robert Race, president 
of the Lake Onota Preservation 
Association. 

Use of the chemical followed 
years of mechanical weed harvest- 
ing, which Race said “couldn’t 
keep up” with the weeds’ growth; 
it also appeared that mechanical 
harvesting helped spread the 
weeds. 

This year, however, Eurasian 
milfoil has made a comeback on 
Onota and the association plans to 
have an herbicide called Reward 
applied in areas where the infes- 
tation is most intense, said Race. 
The work will be funded by a 
grant and by donations from the 
preservation association and peo- 
ple who live near the lake. 

Future possible strategies to 
battle weeds in Onota include the 
introduction of “weed-eating wee- 
vils,” pulling weeds by hand, and 





pulling them out by the roots with 
suction devices, said Race, who 
urged residents to support the 
Friends of Pontoosuc and to mon- 
itor the progress of various strate- 
gies employed on Onota Lake. 

Formation of a lake preserva- 
tion district assures that all resi- 
dents of the district share equally 
in the costs and benefits of good 
lake management, said Dan An- 
drus, an officer of the Lake Buel 
Preservation District. Residents 
pay taxes to the district separately 
from their property taxes, al- 
though their lake district taxes 
are calculated based in their prop- 
erty tax assessments, said 
Andrus. 

“Tt makes things a lot more or- 
ganized,” he said. 

Andrus said that although Lake 
Buel is owned by the state, resi- 
dents of the lake district don’t 
expect much. : 

“The state doesn’t do anything,” 
he said. “It’s up to you people.” 


i 


s at Pontoosuc 


As “surplus property” left from 
the dissolution of Berkshire County 
government in 2000, Pontoosuc 
Lake is now in the hands of the 
state Division of Capital Asset 
Management, said Mellace, Pitts- 
field’s former director of commu- 
nity services, who oversaw the 
city’s lake management programs 
for several years. ; 

Pending legislation sponsored 
by Nuciforo and state Rep. Peter 
J. Larkin, D-Pittsfield, seeks to 
permanently settle ownership of 


the lake on the Department of ° 


Environmental Management. 
And, while that will allow DEM to 
take a more active role in the 
management of Pontoosuc, Mel- 
lace noted that the department is 
facing a budget shortfall of $4.5 
million in the current fiscal year. 
“T don’t want to hold out any 
false hopes,” he said. “... All of the 
people in this ai must be part 
) 


of the team.’ L ) ) ae 


_) 


D PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the swimming area at 
Onota Lake beach will open. 
Monday with lifeguards on duty 

_ from 10 to 6 daily. The beach will 


Ss supervised jecal shrougly 
“Sept. 2.- 
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Training mission 


Michael Wigglesworth trained thr: 
- terday. Here, Brian Prentiss opera 


5 Eagle Archives 
The eastern shore of Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield was a busy place in this 1946 photo taken 
looking north toward Mount Greylock in the distance. Building in the center is the former 
Blue Anchor Club. The same shoreline today, owned by the city of Pittsfield, fgyrms.a green 
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ee Parks Department employees to operate weed harvesters at Pontoosuc Lake yes- 
tes one of the three machines available for use in county lakes. 
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Pact with Lanesboro proposed 

Peter Arlosis asking that the parks 
commission negotiate with the town 
of Lanesboro to implement a jointly 
funded weed control program for 
Pontoosuc Lake. © 

“The milfoil weeds are now so 
thick that it appears to be an oil slick 
on the lake,” Arlos writes in a peti- 
tion. “If this problem is not resolved, 
during the hotsummer months these 
weeds will begin tg [produce] ar 
offensive odor.” é of, ; 
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Lee Hauge and Michele Rivers Murphy, co-presidents of Friends of Pontoosuc Lake, pull Eurasian crane Seed o a 
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out by the city physician before returning to duty: 


leeting proposed on 
weed control efforts 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD. — Concluding 
that the control of weeds in Pon- 
toosuc Lake is an urgent matter, 
the City Council last night called 
upon Mayor Sara Hathaway. to 
convene a meeting of all interest- 
ed parties in an effort to resolve 
the problem. 

The meeting of “stake holders” 
should include members of the 
Friends of Pontoosuc Lake and 
elected and appointed city and 
state officials, said Councilor at 
large Matthew M. Kerwood. 

Kerwood’s proposal came at the 
end of a City Council meeting that 
featured pleas from residents of 
the lake shore and others for 
immediate action on the weed 
problem. 

Kerwood introduced his peti- 
tion, which was not on the coun- 
cil’s agenda, under a procedural 
tule that allows such a move 
when a majority of councilors 
agree that an issue is so pressing 
that it cannot be put off until a 
subsequent council meeting. 

That meeting won’t be until 
Aug. 13; traditionally the City 
Council meets only once in July 
and once in August before resum- 
ng its usual twice monthly meet- 
ng schedule in September. 

“The only way that we can get 
this resolved is if we get all the 
right people in the same room, 
and I hope they will not leave that 

Toom until they have come to a 
resolution,” Kerwood said. 

Earlier in last night’s meeting, 
which was presided over by Jo- 


fr i ey 


Opponents of the measure d 
argued that since the question ~ - 
revolved solely around the issue 5 
of ownership, Pittsfield should « ~ 
not assume liability for Pontoosuc =. 
Lake and the dam that contains it. 
They agreed, however, that the 
city should be responsible for con- 
trolling weeds on the lake. 

Ownership of the lake, whose 
most recent owner of record was 
the former Berkshire County gov- 
ernment, has not yet been formal- 
ly accepted by the state. However, . 
Kerwood said last night that if . 
currently pending legislation is 
approved on Beacon Hill, the ; 

state Department of Environ- . 
mental Management would own , 
Lake Pontoosuc. ' 
“Listening to what everyone’s 
had to say, it seems to me that the 
problem isn’t ownership, it’s . 
maintenance,” said City Coun-- - 
cilor Mark G. Brennan of Ward 3. * 

Councilor at large Gerald M. « 
Lee agreed. ‘ 

“T hate to think what we’d do if’ 
a hole developed in that dam,” he > 
said. 

Lee also declared that the city’s 3 
Parks Depattment is overseen by ' 
a commission whose members are’ 
“holdover” appointees and that 
the department lacks a full-time g 
director. Lee urged Hathaway to”: 
remedy that situation as soon as ° 
possible. g 

Many of the speakers at last” 
night’s 40-minute “open micro-': 
phone” session pointed to the pro- © 
liferation of weeds on the lake « 
and called for immediate action. 

“It’s an embarrassment to Pitts- .- 



















field,” declared Kate Archam- 
seph O. Guzzo, the council’s vice beault. “... Please, please do- 
president, in the absence of vaca- something about this.” 





tioning City Council President 
Richard A. ‘Seapin, councilors 
turned a decisive thumbs-down 
on a proposal that ownership of 
Pontoosuc Lake be turned over to 
the city. 

Councilor at large Peter G. Ar- 
los’ petition was defeated by a 
vote of nine against and one in 
favor. 

Arlos contended that the entity 
that owns the lake should also 
maintain it, a job to which he said 
the state is not equal. 





Lee J. Hauge of Lanesboro, co- 
president of the Friends of Pon- .- 
toosuc Lake, noted that there isc 
considerable documentation con- 
cerning the lake’s management . 
and that no decision concerning » 
Pontoosuc’s future should be- 
made without a review of those 
documents with the people whose .- 
work lies behind their production. 

Lake Pontoosuc is situated in . 
both Pittsfield and Lanesboro. 
Indeed, most (249) of the lake’s. 
480 acres are in Lanesboro. 2 
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Live at Onota La 





A large crowd was on 
hand at Onota Lake’s 
Controy Pavilion last 
night to dance at dusk and 
listen to the Rev Tor Band 
from boats along the 
shoreline. The free Live at 
the Lake concert Series on 
Wednesdays from 6 to 8, 
through Aug. 28, is 
Sponsored by WBEC Live 
105 and the Greylock 
Federal Credit Union. The 
Chris Collins Band will 
perform next week, : 


| Miles 
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Get the weeder in the water 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

Now I’ve heard it all. The Pitts- 
field City Council arguing over 
where to load the weed harvester 
into Pontoosuc Lake. Give us alla 
break and get down to the busi- 
ness that really matters. How long 
do you think it takes to unload 
this machine? 

I’m sure that I am not alone 
when I say this is petty, petty, 
petty. If you want to see traffic 
blocked just take a ride around 
town. If traffic isn’t blocked by 
construction, it is blocked by a 
traffic signal. Pittsfield is the “red 
light” capital of the country as it / 


has to do is take a look at the 
Seymour Street project to see. 
what I mean. I may take a day or 
two off and see if I can count all of 
the new signals. Talk about block-, 
ing traffic! 
On another note, the folks at 
City Hall may need to brace them- 
selves for the rush of applicants 
that they’re sure to have after the 
whopping 40 cents per hour they 
added to the weed harvesters’ pay 
rate. After all $16 per week is 
nothing to sneeze at and is bound 
to motivate qualified candidates 
£0 beg for the position. } 
BOB HAUGHEY 


is, and about to get worse. All oneb 4) yt f}14-June 26, 2002 


Pittsfield must get 


To the Editor of THE EAGLE:- 

Time’s a’wasting! The sooner 
the city of Pittsfield gets its weed- 
ing equipment down to Laurel 
Lake in South County, the quick- 
er its coffers will refill with cash. 

The towns of Lee and Lenox 
and the homeowners around: 
Laurel Lake have been anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of the hydro- 
rake since early June! All parties 
are prepared, as usual to spend 
good money for the service that 
Pittsfield provides. 

It must be noted, too, that the 
use of the hydrorake, a specialized 
weeding machine, at Laurel Lake 
would not interfere with Pon- 
toosuc Lake’s weeding program, 
for it is not deployed to that loca- 
tion. Except for its use in Lee, 
Lenox and other towns, the 
machine sits in the garage, un- 
touched. 


Don’t let last summer’s fiasco 
repeat itself! The hydrorake didn’t 
show up at Laurel Lake until late 
August; thus did Pittsfield 
deprive itself of monies it could 
have been earned from two cut- 





























ot 
weeding underway 


tings — and not one. This year, 
the town of Lee notified the city 
well in advance that, as usual, the 
hydrorake would be required in 
early June and again in late July. 
(The town of Lenox and the home- 
owners requested the same), But 
here it is, late June, and the 
machine has yet to be seen! Time 
and money are a’wasting! 

Don’t let internecine politics 
interfere with a sound program 
that provides the city of Pittsfield 
with decent cash — and not inci- 
dentally provides a human service 
too: Laurel Lake is a safer place 
after its weeds are removed and, 
this year, the growth is particular- 
ly virulent. An algae bloom has 
also plagued its waters for the 
very first time. 

Pittsfield, honor your commit- 
ments. Get the hydrorake down to 
Laurel Lake. Reap the cash. 

DEIDRE CONSOLATI 

Lee, June 26, 2002 

The writer is chairman of the 
Lee Town Beach at Laurel Lake 
and a trustee of the Lauxel Lake 
Preservation ad | 4 pL 


























































By Bill Carey 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Who will look after 
Pontoosuc Lake? 

At one time, the “jewel” adorning 
Route 7 was owned by Berkshire County 
government. But two years after that 
authority was dissolved, the maintenance 
of the lake has deteriorated and custody 
is in question. 

Legislation filed last Monday by state 

“Rep. Peter J. Larkin, D-Pittsfield, seeks 
to clarify that the state Department of 


Environmental Management (DEM) owns 
the 480-acre lake. Meanwhile, Pittsfield 
City Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos has 
introduced a petition to have Pontoosuc 
transferred to city control. The petition 
will be taken up by the City Council ‘on 
Tuesday. 

Regardless of who owns the lake, what 
really matters is who manages the dam at 
Hancock Road and who cuts the weeds, 
say people involved with Pontoosuc. The 
state now operates the dam, and the city 
battles the weeds — but the weeds are 
winning. 

“T don’t think the state is looking to 
give us a lake, and I don’t think we’d want 
to own it,” said Mayor Sara Hathaway, 
who favors state ownership of Pontoosuc. 


. “It comes down to the weed-harvesting 


issue, which has been a nightmare.” 
DEM ownership preferred 
When Pittsfield and Lanesboro, which 


share the lake, and other interested par- | 


ties met to consider the future without 
county... government, a consensus 
emerged that, the state should oversee 
Pontoosuc. 

“DEM ownership was the preferred 


option,” said Lee J. Hauge, co-president 


1 of the Friends of Pontoosuc Lake, repre- 


The harvested remains of Eurasian mil- 


senting Lanesboro. 

During that exercise, however, former 
Pittsfield Mayor Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 
offered to take control of the weed pro- 
gram using the county’s harvesting fleet. 
A two-year agreement was struck, where- 
by Lanesboro pays the city to harvest 
weeds from its portion of the lake. The 
program was managed by Robert S. 
Mellace, then Pittsfield’s director of com- 
munity service and parks and recreation. 

But Mellace now is gone; late last year, 
he was appointed regional director of for- 
ests and parks for the DEM. Caleb Mitch- 


BS § 
Photos by Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Ronald Tinkham of Lanesboro, who is treasurer of Friends of Pontoosuc 
Lake, wants the city of Pittsfield to maintain control of the eed-harvesting 


equipment. 


_ ell, the city’s conservation commissioner, 


has been doing double duty as acting 
director while Mellace’s position remains 
unfilled and mired in political controver- 
sy. 

Still, the weeds keep growing. With 
only one city employee on the job and 
much of the harvesting equipment inac- 
tive, the battle is in danger of being lost, 
warns the Friends group. 

“Everyone says Pontoosuc Lake is a 
jewel. Right now, it’s deteriorated to an 
unusable, weed-choked bog,” said Mi- 
chelle Rivers Murphy, the group’s Co- 
president representing Pittsfield. 


ana" ee 

Murphy said the Friends held a neigh- 
borhood meeting Wednesday night on 
Ridge Avenue. Upward of 30 people 
showed up and resolved to launch a peti- 
tion drive to force the city into action. 

“We really feel like the city of Pittsfield 
has grossly mismanaged the weed-har-, 
vesting program at Pontoosuc Lake,” she; 
said. “We’re asking the City Council and: 
the administration to step up to the plate 
and make this a priority.” 

Larkin seeks in the County Lands Bill, 
to nail down both the ownership and’ 
management of Pontoosuc. The legisla-: 
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foil, a weed choking Pontoosuc Lake. 





Ben Garver / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The 1-foot weed cutter sits docked on the shore of Pontoosuc Lake yesterday. The city of Pittsfield 
conducts the weed-harvesting on both sides of the lake. 
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tion would transfer some 1,300 
acres from six dissolved counties, 
including Hoosac Lake, to the 
Appropriate agency at the state’s 
Executive Office of Environ- 
mental Affairs. 

* “Considering the deplorable 
condition that Pontoosuc Lake is 


Pittsfield to maintain control of 
the weed-harvesting equipment. 
If put to full use at Pontoosuc and 
other Berkshire County lakes, it 
says, the fleet could be a money- 
maker for the city. 

“T wouldn’t want the state to do 
it because the equipment will end 
up somewhere else,” said Ronald 
W. Tinkham, the group’s treasur- 


age it.” 

Coincidentally, the two-year 
harvesting agreement between 
Pittsfield and Lanesboro appar- 
ently expired July 1. Hauge said 
the understanding of the framers 
was that the fees charged by 
Pittsfield may change but thatthe 
agreement will remain in force. 

“The understanding is we just 
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Following a barrage of complaints 
and their own expressions of frustra- 
tion, city councilors on Tuesday 
asked Mayor Sara Hathaway to con- 
vene a Pontoosuc Lake task force. 

In an emergency petition submit- 
ted at the end of Tuesday's meeting, 
at-large councilor Matt Kerwood sug- 
gested creating a weed and manage- 
ment committee. 

“It’s important we resolve this is- 
sue as quickly as possible,” said 
Kerwood. 

Neighbors and officials alike are 
concerned about the city’s failure to 
continue the weed-harvesting pro- 
gram formerly administered by 
county government. The city took 
over the program and equipment 
whencounty government dissolved, 
but a tangle of staffing and manage- 
ment problems have led to a pared- 
down effort and an infestation of 
weeds. 

During the public microphone ses- 
sion at the beginning of Tuesday's 
meeting, several speakers expressed 
concern over the status of the 480- 
acre lake that is divided between 
Pittsfield and Lanesborough. 

Dan Miraglia said that the lake 
needs a weed-harvesting program 
and that the city should get it’s act 
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solved, a committee devised lake 
management responsibilities. “We 
still believe they are the right alloca- 
tion of responsibilities,” he said, add- 
ing that the Friends of Pontoosuc 
organization wants the city to play 
its part. 

“The lake is a mess,” said Bill Yetz, 
urging an approach to address both 
short and long-term issues. 

“The weedsare absolutely 100 per- 
cent disgusting,” lamented Kate 
Archambeault. 

Councilors agreed that the lake 
needs attention, but they rejected a 
proposal by at-large councilor Peter 
Arlos that the city ask the state to 
turn over control of Pontoosuc to 
Pittsfield. “Dealing with the state is 
like trying to graban eel,” said Arlos. 
“You can’t rely on the state ... You 
turn it over to the state and it will be 
a disaster.” 

Ward 6councilor Dan Bianchi said 
that owning the lake might not be the 
best solution. “We should consider 
very seriously the transferring of li- 
abilities,” he said. 

Kerwood said state ownership is 
the preferred solution. “If we own 
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this body of water, we assume liabil- 
ity for the dam,” he said. 

“The problem isn’t who owns the 
lake,” said ward 3 councilor Mark 
Brennan. “It’s more important that 
we hire the people and get them on 
the lake.” 

On a 1-9 vote, with council presi- 
dent Rick Scapin absent, councilors 
rejected Arlos’ plan. 

They did, however, vote to enact a 
40 cent per hour salary increase for 
weed harvesters — positions that 
have proven hard to fill. 

Councilors also unanimously ap- 
proved Kerwood slate petition seek- 
ing a mayoral summit with “stake- 
holders.” 

At-large councilor Gerald Lee said 
the problems are managerial. “We 
don’t have a director of parks ... the 
parks commission is all holdovers ... 
No one is running it,” he said. 

Ward 7 councilor Joe Guzzo 
agreed, saying the lame duck status 
of the parks commission has been 
noted by many in the community 
but not acted on by the mayor. 

“We have to get the house in or- 
der,” he said. 


Ce} 


in right now, it is imperative that 
we clarify who is in charge of the 
lake and what steps will be taken 
to remedy the situation,” Larkin 


er. “It will end up on Cape Cod or keep it alive by updating it,” he 
somewhere, and we'll never see it said. 
again.” Bill Carey can be reached at 


together. / 
“I want to see Pittsfield keep that 
equipment for whatever mainte- 


Parks commission considers 


stated in a press release. 
- A former county treasurer, 
Arlos takes a similar position, but 
with a different solution, in his 

petition. 

- “When Berkshire County ... was 
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Hathaway is less concerned 
about keeping the weed-harvest- 
ing fleet. “It’s not like we’re giv- 
ing up anything valuable,” the 
mayor observed, noting that state 
grant. money was used to pur- 
chase the equipment. With proper 
safeguards built in, she said, the 
lake and its upkeep should be 
turned over to the state. 

“We've seen enough problems 
with the city’s attempts to deliver 
in the past two years,” Hathaway 
said. “I would like to strike a new 
tee deal with the state and Lanesboro. 
I think [Pontoosuc] is a state 
property, and they should man- 


bcarey @berkshireeagle.com. 
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nance and management programs 
you want to put in the future,” he 
said. But equipment that isn’t uti- 
lized serves no purpose: “We've got 
to get personnel on the equipment.” 

Carol Siegel expressed “ frustration 
and embarrassment” over the cur- 
rent status of the lake. 

“The management of the weeds is 
a problem over which we have con- 
trol .... a problem which was man- 
aged for several years,” she said. 


that when county government dis- 
@ 5] 


Lee Hauge of Lanesborough said _ 


Pontoosuc weed petitions” 


The parks commission on Monday tried to rake through Pontoosuc 
Lake weed control concerns. 4 

Complaints have been presented to the commission and city councilors 
asking officials to address the excessive growth of Eurasian Milfoil in the 
lake, which lies on the border of Pittsfield and Lanesboro. 

At-large councilor Peter Arlos petitioned the parks commission to 
address the problem and discuss a joint effort with Lanesboro to harvest 
the weeds. 

Arlos’ petition asked the commission to review the possibility of a 
cooperative group between Pittsfield and Lanesboro that would harvest 
the invasive weed. The Eurasian Milfoil is an aquatic plant that is not 
native to this area. It has spread rapidly throughout the northeast and is 
often viewed asa nuisance and damaging to aquatic ecosystems. Support- 
ers of weed control claim that the species destroys open water, such as 
lakes and ponds and leads to the replacement of these open bodies with 
marshes and swamps. ; 

According to Ron Tinkham, treasurer of the Friends of Pontoosuc Lake, 
an agreement already exists. Tinkham also said that there is already a 
memo of understanding and anagreement between the two communities. 

The lake group believes that the weed problem on Pontoosuc Lakeis not 
being properly addressed because ofinsufficient supervisory support and 
too few workers in the program. 

According to parks maintenance foreman Tony Stracuzzi three opera- 
tors had been hired, but only two are operating the machines. The 
program could have the lake cleared in two and one-half weeks, said 


- Stracuzzi, with a group of four or five. 


Tinkham said that the optimal number of workers for the program is 
between six and eight. 

“That's just not going to happen,” said Stracuzzi. - 

Ward 5 city councilor Rick Scapin said that the council approved a 
reduced budget for the project based on last year’s expenditures. Accord- 
ing to the councilor, the harvesting has not been done efficiently and the 
crews “should have been out of there two or three weeks ago.” 

Stracuzzialso said that the addition of a project manager would help the 
operation run efficiently. 

Parks commissioner Robert Smith feels that part of the problem is the 
hourly rate offered to operators. “We need to pay $8 or $9 an hour,” he 
said. According to acting city community services director Caleb Mitchell 
thisisnot possible because a recently revised city ordinance sets the hourly 
rate at $7.40. : 

Alluding to a “weed forum” being held at the ITAM lodge at the same 
time, parks commissioner Anthony Massimiano suggested that the board 
refer the petition to Mitchell for review. : 

“We're just wasting our time,” said Smith. The three members of the 
board unanimously referred the petition to Mitchell. Commission chair 
Cliff Nilan was absent. 





